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Leaders Guide: God Is Not Dead – Psalm 115 

Main Idea: When we know God, we learn to trust and worship him alone.  

CONNECTING 

Allow your people plenty of time to share. You can learn a lot about people's personalities, 

level of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions. 

Use these connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of the flock rather 

than to teach. Listen more than lead in this section. 

When you listen to people talking about religion and God, what do you hear?   

Give time to share observations. They may speak of atheists who are hostile to Christianity. 

They may know those who practice eastern religions or Islam. It is very common for some to 

weave together their own religious beliefs from a variety of religions and New Age thinking.  

Why do some find it impossible to believe in God? When have you questioned his 

existence?  

Many are raised without a religious background today. We refer to this as “the rise of the 

nones” meaning people who have no religious affiliation. Be sensitive to group members about 

the second question. Suffering (cancer, chronic pain, family difficulties) may cause us to 

question our faith. We will want to know if and how Psalm 115 will help us with our doubts 

about God.  

Do you think Christians today are making progress in combating a spirit of unbelief in 

our country? Why or why not?  
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This question may lead to the observation that in the Iowa City/Cedar Rapids area, we are 

known as one of the five “least Bible-minded” areas of the country! It may launch a discussion 

about the role of science, technology and academic pride in resisting a Biblical understanding 

of God.  

Have someone read Psalm 115. Now read it again but this time read 115:9-11 

responsively (one person reads a section, with others reading the following phrase.  

UNDERSTANDING 

Read Psalm 115:1-8 again. From Israel’s history during the Babylonian exile and 

Nehemiah, why do the nations (Gentiles or pagans) question God’s existence?  

This psalm may have been written when Jewish people returned from captivity in Babylon and 

were now rebuilding the temple and walls of Jerusalem (Ezra and Nehemiah’s story). The 

Babylonians believed their superior strength conquered God’s people. However, Scripture says 

that God allowed Babylon a victory to discipline his people for their idolatry and sin. When 

surrounding nations saw how weak and small Israel was following their exile, they poked fun at 

the God they worshiped.  

What kinds of gods did they worship in Bible times (115:4-8)? Why did they worship 

gods if they had no power?  

In Bible times, many made statues of wood, stone or metal and then bowed down to worship 

them. Egyptians (Exodus) and Babylonians believed these gods gave strength and prosperity to 

conquer others. Scripture often ridicules and condemns idolatry (Elijah on Mt Carmel, 1 Kings 

18). Ionically, human beings “created” in God’s image create their idols made of wood, hay, and 

metal and then bow down to worship them. It should not surprise us. Many believe 

superstitious things today! 

What does God say about idols in Exodus 20:1-5?  

In giving the Ten Commandments to Moses, God showed mercy, knowing his people would be 

seduced by idolatry. He alone was the Lord their God who brought them out of Egypt and they 

were to have no other gods, or images without incurring his discipline (Read Exodus 20:1-6). 
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In Psalm 115:9-16, who are the three groups of people he addresses? What does he mean 

that God is our “help and shield” (9-11)?  

He speaks to Israel as a community, the house of Aaron, the priestly family of Israel, and “you 

who fear the Lord”, which may mean Gentile “God fearers” who believed in God and became a 

part of synagogue worship. “Help and shield” is a figure of speech which indicates God 

protects his people.  

In what ways does God “remember” and “bless” (115:12-16)?  

God’s “remembering” means he does not forget us. God “remembered” Noah (Gen. 8:1), 

Abraham (Gen. 19:29), Rachel (Gen. 30:22) and Joseph (Gen. 42:9). Often when people see their 

sin and repent, the Bible says “God remembers” which means he keeps his promise to forgive 

and show mercy.  

If God oversees the heavens and the earth (16) what is expected of those who know him 

(17-18)?  

The psalmist points to the graveyard and observes the silence. The dead to do praise God. 

Draw attention to Paul’s words in Ephesians 2. Spiritually dead people do not yet know God. 

When spiritually dead, you cannot praise God (Eph. 2:1-3)! But if saved by grace through faith 

as a gift of God (Eph. 2:4-9), we discover our true purpose – a life of worshipful obedience to 

our powerful God (Eph. 2:10)!    

LIVING 

Have you ever been asked, “Where is your God?” How did you respond? How might 1 

Peter 1:17-21 provide you with a way to show the tangible love of God?  

Group members may have received negative feedback regarding faith in God. 1 Peter 1:17-21 

help us remember that God proves his love by becoming a human being to pay the ransom 

(debt) we owed by dying on the cross, and he proved his power by rising from the dead. It is 

always good to direct people back to who Jesus is and what he has done for us as the good 

news which transforms us (Rom. 1:16).   
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Randy read Tim Keller’s quote in Counterfeit Gods. What are contemporary idols we 

worship? In what sense do we become like what we worship (115:8)? Which idols are 

particularly tempting for you and why? 

Keller’s quote: “What many people call ‘psychological problems’ are simply issues of 

idolatry. Perfectionism, workaholism, chronic indecisiveness, the need to control the lives 

of others – all these stem from making good things into idols and that then drive us into 

the ground as we try to appease them. Idols dominate our lives.”   

Have someone read the quote and ask, “Do you agree with him? Why or why not?” The goal is 

go beyond a mere history lesson (idolatry in the Bible) to our own struggles with idols of the 

heart. Let your group get real and authentic about this issue. God can use this psalm and 

discussion to set the captives free (from porn, lying, addictions, pride etc.)! 

What behaviors and attitudes characterize people who trust in God? How do you 

encourage a fellow Christian who is wondering why God doesn’t help them in their 

suffering?  

Take time to let people share together. This can be a great time of encouraging each other, 

especially if someone in your group is currently going through difficult times.  

 


