
 

 

Why Do You Care?   Psalm 8 
 
MAIN IDEA: God shows His care for us in His creation of us and His redemption of us in Christ.  
 
 CONNECTING 
 
 What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 
Scriptures? 
 
 How does the Psalmist’s description of God’s creative work prompt the major question in 
verse 4?  

 

 In Psalm 8 we are reminded that God is the Creator of the universe and His majestic rule 
is over all. The psalm reminds us that humans were created to worship God but sin 
destroyed the connection between God and humanity and it can only be restored 
through Jesus’ sacrificial death in our place. 

 When David considered the heavens, the moon, and the stars he was amazed by the 
God of the universe who created them and holds then together.  

 
 UNDERSTANDING: 
 
  
Read Psalm 8: 1-2 – What does it mean that God is ‘transcendent?’ How can this create a 
misunderstanding about God’s care for us?  

 

 Verse one is kind of like commenting on the splendor of the Grand Canyon. Words can’t 
really do it justice. You just need to get out of the way and let people see it.  

 David marveled that God uses strength from infants to silence his enemies. The idea is 
that God uses the weakest to confound the strong (see I Corinthians 1:27). God used 
young David to defeat Goliath and through the birth of the infant Jesus salvation came 
into the world.  

 The Psalm begins and ends with the same phrase, “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth!” It frames the content of the psalm in the praise of the 
majesty of God. God displays His majestic name in the greatness of creation and in His 
grace towards humanity. 

 
Read Psalm 8:5-8 – What other passage of Scripture does this draw our attention to? For what 
purpose did God create mankind? What went wrong, and what was lost?  

 

 God created humans to have dominion over all creation. Jesus has regained that 
dominion and will share it with all believers who are faithful to Him (see Romans 5:12-
21). “Put all things under his feet” echoes Genesis 1:26 and Paul refers to in Ephesians 
1:22. 

 The psalmist first observed the great work of creation and then was amazed that weak, 
finite, sinful human beings have responsibility over it. What we know today about the 
size and complexity of the universe makes the earth and its inhabitants look even more 
insignificant than they appeared in David’s day. 

 After God made Adam and Eve He commanded them to have dominion over all the 
earth (Genesis 1:28). All living creatures were to be under them. Because of sin that 
dominion has never been fully realized. Psalm 8 is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ who 
restores what Adam lost. 



 

 

 
Read Hebrews 2:5-12. What is Psalm 8 really pointing to? Why is it important for us to read 
the Psalms through the lens of all of Scripture. Why does the author of Hebrews tell us that 
Psalm 8 is about Christ’s work more than it is about us?  

 

 The writer of Hebrews quotes Psalm 8 to contrast humanity’s failure with their exalted 
destiny. Jesus Christ, the Son of Man, is the last Adam (I Corinthians 15:45). All things 
will be subjected to Him when He comes to fulfill the Father’s intended plans for the 
creation. Jesus has regained the dominion for us and will one day share it with us when 
He reigns in His kingdom. 

 David tells us to worship the Lord because although we are puny and insignificant He 
has graciously thought of us and cared for us. Although we marred God’s image through 
sin, God has restored it in Jesus Christ and we are greatly valued in His eyes. In Him we 
are again crowned with glory and majesty. We should treat each person with value and 
respect as being created in God’s image. 

 
LIVING: 
 
How does Scripture help us balance human dignity with human sinfulness? Why is it 
important for us to remember both are true? Why is pride dangerous both for the sinful and 
the self-righteous? 

 

 The more accurate view we have of ourselves and the way God views us the more we 
will know God’s glory. The more we know God’s glory, the more we know the depth of 
our sin. It’s good to consider how much we are impacted by the culture’s definition of 
sin and how it impacts your view of yourself and of God. When we understand how 
small we really are and how awesome God is, then God’s love becomes bigger to us. 

 This psalm should humble us and cause us to marvel at God’s grace and love in caring 
for us in sending His Son as our Savior. 

 
Read Psalm 8:2 – Some refer to this as a ‘Chorus of Creation.’ How does Christ reference this 
verse in the New Testament? Why does Jesus draw our attention to God using the ‘foolish’ 
things of the world to shame the proud?  

 

 I Corinthians 1:27 says, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.” 

 One of our great temptations as Christ followers is to live as if Jesus is not the Lord of 
our lives. When the culture sets the agenda for our worship and ethics, it has become 
our lord. 

 
Since Christ has identified with us in our humanity, we can now identify with Him in glory. What 
are some opportunities he is giving you to ‘identify’ with His work of salvation and His help in 
your temptation?  


