
DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

“God Laughs” – Psalm 2 
 

Main Idea: Worship and serve King Jesus and you will be blessed! 
 

CONNECTING 
One challenge to knowing God are the distractions we face. How does technology, the internet, 
social media, work demands and family responsibilities distract you from knowing and loving God? 
 

Read Psalm 2 in different translations (use You Version Bible app!). How would you describe the 
voices you hear in 2:1-3; 2:4-6; 2:7-9; and 2:10-12? Where do we hear similar voices today? Why 
do they get our attention? Are they worth hearing?  

 

 Psalm 1 sets the tone for the Psalms by indicating there are two ways to live. Psalm 2 
introduces God’s rule over a rebellious world. These two psalms together invite us to leave a 
foolish life that leads to destruction and enter the way of God which leads to being blessed 
and wise living. We must decide which path to walk on and which voices we will listen to. 

 
UNDERSTANDING 
Have 4 people take turns reading the “voices” (2:1-3; 2:4-6; 2:7-9; and 2:10-12). What emotions 
are expressed in 2:1-3? What are the “bonds” and “cords” which enslave them? “Anointed” is 
“Messiah” in the Hebrew language. Who is this Messiah and how is rebellion toward this king also 
viewed as opposition to God? 

 

 The Psalmist seems genuinely mystified. The nations have no reason to rage against God, 
and they have nothing to benefit raging against Him. Their opposition against God is nothing 
but a vain thing. 

 The Anointed speaks of Christ as the Messiah. Since Jesus is the perfect representation of 
the Father (John 10:30) if you oppose God the Father, you oppose Jesus. If you oppose 
Jesus, you oppose God the Father. 

 Jesus’ Kingdom will not be a democracy. He will rule with a “rod of iron” (verse 9) that 
smashes His foes like pieces of pottery. 

 

In 2:4-6, why does God “laugh”? What does it say about him? Why might this be an encouraging 
message for people who are oppressed in that day and ours?  

 

 God looks at the way humans plot against Him and He laughs. God isn’t afraid or confused 
about human opposition. He laughs at it. 

 The laughter of God is an encouragement for all who love righteousness. It’s the laughter of 
the might of God’s holiness and the strength of His love.  

 Through the centuries many have opposed God and His Kingdom and each of these 
opponents have been frustrated and crushed. 

 God laughs in heaven but He doesn’t remain inactive. He laughs but He doesn’t only laugh. 
Before He acts against defiant humanity He first speaks to them. God’s love and mercy 
compels Him to speak a word of warning before He acts. 

 

Who is God’s “Son” in 2:7-9? To which Scriptures did Randy refer as he reflected on Old 
Testament and New Testament passages (see your outline)? Which ones are most meaningful to 
you and why? 



 The writer of Hebrews quotes this passage in Hebrews 1:5 as evidence of the deity of Jesus 
and His superiority to all angels. He mentions the more excellent name Jesus received which 
is greater than all the angels. While angels sometimes are sometimes called the sons of God 
in a generic sense (Job 1:6), the Father never said, “My Son” to any angel. That’s reserved for 
God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity. 

 Begotten is also an important idea as a contrast to created. Jesus was not created, but He 
created everything that was created (Colossians 1:16-17). Begotten describes a relationship 
between two beings of the same essential nature and being. An example would be a man 
creates a statue, but begets a child. 

 God’s Anointed King will rule the nations so we are to worship Him and submit to His reign 
and we will be blessed. 

 
 

LIVING:  
Psalm 2:10-12 gets practical about our response to God’s King. Where do you see God’s grace 
coming out in these verses? Why do you sense there is urgency in accepting his invitation? What 
is the meaning of “kiss the Son?” In what ways does Jesus “kiss” you?  

 

 After the words of warning from the Lord’s Anointed the Psalmist counsels the kings of the 
earth to give up their foolish defiance of the Lord and give Him proper reverence.  

 “Kiss the Son” primarily has in mind the kiss of submission where a dignitary receives the 
humble kiss of an inferior. It also hints at the affection God wants in a relationship to Him. 
God wants us to recognize our proper place before Him, but to also rejoice in Him and be 
affectionate in our relationship. 

 

Randy gave four implications for living wisely (2:10) in light of King Jesus (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 1 
Timothy 2:1-4; Ruth 1: 16-17; Acts 4:23-35). Which one is most significant to you today and why?  

 

 If the kings and judges of the earth are commanded to humble themselves before the Lord’s 
Anointed recognizing His total superiority, then what of the rest of us? How should we 
respond? 

 Those who defy God are broken, but those who depend on Him are blessed. The Psalmist 
leaves the choice with everyone: Broken or Blessed? 

 The nonbeliever does not need to live in fear or be chained to useless idols. They must 
repent and trust in King Jesus. The believer is to submit to King Jesus and serve Him by 
bringing the hope of the gospel to the rest of the world. 

 

 
ASSIGNMENT: Talk with your group about an area of your life where you would like the Holy Spirit 
to enlarge your view of King Jesus. Then pray through Psalm 2 based upon what you share together.  
 

 
 


