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Main Point:  Radical generosity is a sign of God’s grace in a disciple of Jesus. 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Stonebridge Church is launching a new initiative to show compassion toward 

families in the “404” area. God calls us to love our neighbors, and we must learn to be generous. As 

Paul instructed Timothy, “Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good 

works and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others” (1 Timothy 6:18) 

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In 2 Corinthians, Paul defends his apostolic authority. He calls Corinthians 

to give themselves to God in robust discipleship (2 Cor. 7:2-16). Under Titus’s leadership, he urges 

them to complete the collection they began (1 Cor. 16:1-2) for believers in Jerusalem (8:1-15), a relief 

fund for poverty-stricken saints (Acts 11:27-30; Gal. 2:10; Rom. 15:25-27). It was time to move beyond 

desire to actual giving (8:6), so the whole church might be unified in Christ. Generosity reveals the 

grace of God in their lives for God’s glory in the world. Titus and others will hold them accountable 

(8:16-9:5). He assures them that God is able to meet their needs as they give generously and they will 

be abundantly blessed (9:6-15). 

 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Have you ever witnessed extravagant generosity? How did it motivate you to be 

generous too? In what ways did your mother teach you about being generous?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15. Who are the people mentioned in this passage? 

Where do they live? How is Paul related to them and their churches? Why does Paul encourage 

them to give?  

 Macedonian Christians 

 North of Greece 

 Paul went there based on the “Macedonian Call” (Acts 16) to plant and encourage churches 

(Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea); also see Acts 20 

 He encourages them to give to help the Jerusalem Christians who were undergoing a severe 

famine 
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QUESTION #1:  Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. What impresses you about the giving of the Macedonians? Of 

five observations Randy made regarding their giving, which one resonates with you the most? Why?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read 2 Corinthians 8:8-9. What do you learn about giving from Jesus? What would have 

happened if Jesus decided to tithe 10% to save us, rather than 100%? What thoughts come to your mind 

when you think about his sacrifice for you?  

 Jesus gave it ALL to save us!  He went from riches to rags so we could go from rags to riches. 

 If He had only given 10% of Himself, we would not be saved. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read 2 Corinthians 8:10-15. What are two benefits of being generous in these verses? 

Have you ever felt guilty about “desiring” to be generous, but not actually following through with it? 

Why did Paul quote Exodus 16:18 and what are we to learn from this story?  

 We grow from simply “desiring” to be generous to actually being generous 

 We learn to trust God 

 He quotes Exodus to emphasize his point about fairness.  God does not expect more out of those who 

have less, but out of those who have more.   

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  Art Ranier says “Debt is a generosity killer.” How have you felt stressed because of the 

debt load you carry? How has debt affected other family members? What tempts you most to use the 

credit card and what steps would you like to take to resist this temptation?  

 

QUESTION #2: If you evaluated your love for God in light of your checkbook or spending habits, what 

grade would you give yourself? In what ways can you improve your grade?  

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 
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came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

Read the correlating Scriptures from this message aloud with your group (1 Peter 2:11-12; Philippians 

2:13; Mark 8:36). How do these truths inspire our devotion to God and his vision for us? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments. 

Share what you learned from these passages. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Randy said “the more generous we are, the more ministry we can do” and “not equal giving, but equal 

sacrifice.” With your group, make a list of the reasons why investing time, talent and treasure at 

Stonebridge makes sense. What one thing will you do this week to begin a lifestyle of generosity? 

Who can you ask to be your accountability partner? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


