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Main Point: God’s generous grace opens our eyes to the strategic benefit of giving to others. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: Stonebridge Church is launching a new initiative to show compassion toward 

families in the “404” area. God calls us to love our neighbors, and we must learn to be generous. As 

Paul instructed Timothy, “Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works 

and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others” (1 Timothy 6:18) 

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In 2 Corinthians, Paul defends his apostolic authority. He calls Corinthians 

to give themselves to God in robust discipleship (2 Cor. 7:2-16). Under Titus’s leadership, he urges 

them to complete the collection they began (1 Cor. 16:1-2) for believers in Jerusalem (8:1-15), a relief 

fund for poverty-stricken saints (Acts 11:27-30; Gal. 2:10; Rom. 15:25-27). It was time to move beyond 

desire to actual giving (8:6), so the whole church might be unified in Christ. Generosity reveals the 

grace of God in their lives for God’s glory in the world. Titus and others will hold them accountable 

(8:16-9:5). He assures them that God is able to meet their needs as they give generously and they will 

be abundantly blessed (9:6-15). 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: Have you given money to a charity or church? How did you feel about your gift? 

How did this feel different than when you paid your income taxes in April? You gave money 

both times but did you feel the same in both cases? Why or why not? 

 

QUESTION #2: Is giving only a financial issue? Read Ephesians 2:8-10 and talk about developing 

spiritual gifts and abilities to serve God. When you have taken action to give time, talent or 

treasure to serve others for Christ’s sake, what results did you see? How did you experience 

God in the midst of your giving? 

 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“INVESTMENT STRATEGY” – 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #1: Read with your group 2 Corinthians 8-9. What is the context of Paul’s teaching 

on giving generously? In what ways does God’s loving grace toward us impact our ability to be 

generous with others?  

 Paul is sharing about the Macedonian’s recent generosity, even giving out of their poverty.   

 He also wants to remind the Corinthian church and the churches in the Achaian region about 

the promise of generosity they made in the prior year.  Paul wants to make sure that their word 

is good, for the glory of God, the financial help of the Jerusalem saints, and the reputation of 

everyone involved in the eyes of others, particularly the Macedonian church.  They had been 

encouraged by the stories of the Corinthian’s astounding generosity and contributed much as 

a result of this example.  

 God has always been and always will be the most generous giver in all the universe.  He has 

lavished infinite blessings upon us through the work of Christ on our behalf.  If God gave His 

only Son for us, then surely, we can be generous with far lesser gifts, like time and money! 

  

QUESTION #2: Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 again. When you have peace with God, how will you 

respond to others whose lives are filled with physical, financial or spiritual need?  

 True believers who recognize what our state was without Christ (separated from God and 

doomed to eternal punishment), become filled with endless gratitude to God for reconciling 

them to Himself through the blood of Jesus Christ.   

 This gratitude naturally spills over into every other relationship.  We desire to minister to others 

and meet their needs in the name of Christ, so they may also be reconciled to God through 

faith in Christ. 

 

QUESTION #3: When you are generous toward others for Christ’s sake, what benefits come 

beyond meeting physical needs (see 2 Cor. 9:12)? If we fail to be generous, what blessings do 

we miss?  

 Many will give thanksgiving and praise and glory to God.   

 If we are not generous, we miss out on the lasting, satisfying joy of accomplishing our central 

purpose in life of knowing God and making Him known to others! 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

LIVING:   
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QUESTION #1: Do you ever feel pressured or “guilted” into giving? Why might you feel this 

way? How is grace giving different than giving due to guilt?  

 If we feel like we have earned anything we own, especially our money, we will feel like others 

should be as “good as us” and earn their own keep.  Of course, if someone is lazy and refused 

to try, the Bible says they should not expect help from others (2 Thess. 3:10).  However, many 

people in the world are doing their best, but still find themselves in very difficult circumstances.  

If we feel like we pulled our own selves up by our boot straps, then we will expect these people 

to do the same. 

 Grace giving recognizes that we didn’t earn anything.  God is the one who gave us the body, 

mind, education, family background, and social context that enabled us to earn the money that 

we did.  God is the one who saved us and kept us from blowing up our lives through sinful, 

self-destructive behaviors as well.  If we are simply thankful to Him for all these graces, we will 

not look down on anyone else or expect them to “be as good as us” and pull themselves up by 

their bootstraps from their difficult situations.  Instead, we will want to be a free to help them 

as God was in helping us through Jesus Christ! 

 

QUESTION #2: Debt is a problem for Americans. Did you know Stonebridge regularly offers the 

Financial Peace University to help you learn how to get out of debt and find financial freedom? 

If you’ve taken the course, what helpful lessons did you learn?  

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Randy said “the more generous we are, the more ministry we can do” and “not equal giving, but equal 

sacrifice.” With your group, make a list of the reasons why investing time, talent and treasure at 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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Stonebridge makes sense. What one thing will you do this week to begin a lifestyle of generosity? 

Who can you ask to be your accountability partner? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group who your accountability partner will be. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Get alone this week and reread 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. Reflect on 9:10, “God who supplies…bread for 

your food”. Talk to God about this question: “Father, if you are the One who gives me every bite of 

food every day, why do I find it challenging to cheerfully give back to you to meet the needs of 

others?” Write down your thoughts.  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Don’t forget to ask your people if they want to get baptized on June 24th. 

 


