
DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

 “Measure Your Treasure” – Matthew 6:19-24 
 

Main Idea: When your trust is in God alone, you are free to be generous with others.  
 

CONNECTING: 
Randy said there is a transfer of wealth going on in our country today. Were you aware of this 
phenomenon? What good could come from gaining financial resources quickly? What dangers 
could possibly result?  
 

How have you prepared yourself financially? Were your parents open about their attitudes 
toward money when you were growing up? What things have you found helpful in teaching 
your children regarding what the Bible says about money management? 
 

UNDERSTANDING: 
Read Matthew 6:19-24. What is Jesus saying in this passage? What words, phrases or images do 
you find significant? Is Jesus condemning those who have riches? Why or why not? 

 Jesus said it is impossible to serve two masters – God and money. By our attitude and 
actions one will dominate and control our behavior. 

 The pull and deceitful lure of materialism is powerful and causes many people to fall 
into the trap of greed and covetousness. 

 Our goals, values, and way we handle our possessions all flow out of if we truly believe 
Christ is in control and worthy to be trusted in. 
 

What does it mean to “lay up treasure in heaven”? Why is this difficult to do? What can we 
learn from Matthew 19:29 and Philippians 3:7-8? Talk with your group about Proverbs 18:11 
and 23:4-5 and what these say about the uncertainty of riches. 

 We are to store up heavenly treasures rather than earthly ones. Treasures stored in 
heaven will never be lost or stolen. Earthly treasures are filled with uncertainty and one 
day will burn up. We can store up treasures in heaven by investing in those things which 
are eternal: God, God’s Word, and people’s souls. 

 Paul’s did not anyone to substitute the “world’s rags” for God’s riches. There’s nothing 
this world offers which is more valuable than knowing Christ and making Him known. 

 The wise person will listen to the book of Proverbs which states our confidence and 
security should never be in wealth because it can “sprout wings” and fly away like the 
eagle. 

 

Read Matthew 19:22-23. What does it mean to have a “bad” eye and a “good” eye? How does 
Proverbs 30:8-9 give a balanced perspective to life and money? Do you agree with it? 

 God wants us to be people of integrity and also generous with what He has provided for 
us. If we are honest with our words, and our wealth, our lives will be pleasing to God. 
God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 We are to be content with what God has given and not be consumed with always 
wanting and pursuing more (Hebrews 13:5). 



 
LIVING: 
Read Matthew 19:24. In what ways can money become an idol? How does 1 Timothy 6:17-18 
help you become a better money manager of the resources God has entrusted to you?  

 Jesus did not say it’s impossible for a rich person to go to heaven. He did say it is 
challenging and difficult. 

 Money becomes an idol when we desire it and think about it more than God. There 
shouldn’t be any person, or thing, we desire more than God. 

 Our confidence and trust should never be in uncertain riches, but the certainty of God’s 
promises and presence. 

 

If God audited your checkbook or credit card statement, what would he conclude? What person 
or pursuit competes for first place in my life and what is happening as a result? In what area of 
your life (time, ability, finances or possessions) is God leading you to become more generous? 

 Our checkbook reveals our priorities in our spending and what is most important to us. 

 An accurate barometer of our spiritual maturity and indicator of “where our heart is” 
comes from what we do with the resources God has given us. 

 We are to become “rich toward God” (See Luke 12:13-21). 
 
A very insightful resource is the small book, The Treasure Principle, by Randy Alcorn. The theme 
of the book is “You can’t take it with you – but you can send it on ahead.” 
 
Here are some treasure principle keys from the book: 

1. God owns everything. I’m His money manager. 
2. My heart always goes where I put God’s money. 
3. Heaven, not earth, is my home. 
4. Giving is the only antidote to materialism. 
5. God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving. 

 
Assignment: Discuss these two statements with your group: 

 “I will not trust in riches but in him who richly provides.”  

 “You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead!” 
 

What one generous action will you take this week in the name of Christ? Report on what 
happened next week.  
 


