
DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

 “Manage Your Money” – Luke 12:13-21 
 

Main Idea: A real friendship with Jesus frees us to be rich toward God.  
 

CONNECTING: 
In The Treasure Principle, Randy Alcorn quotes missionary Hudson Taylor: “The less I spent on 
myself and the more I give to others, the fuller of happiness did my soul become” (p. 11). 
 

Talk with your group about this quote. Who do you know who lives out this viewpoint today? 
How would you characterize their life and attitude? When have you sensed God’s blessing 
because you gave generously to someone else?  
 
 

UNDERSTANDING: 
Read Luke 12:13-21. What was the man asking of Jesus? Why does Jesus refuse to be an 
arbitrator? In what ways does advertising contrast with what Jesus says in Luke 12:15? 

 The key to understanding this parable is in verse 15 (and later summarized in verse 21). 
In ancient times the firstborn was guaranteed a double portion of the family 
inheritance. More than likely the brother who was addressing Jesus was not the 
firstborn and was asking for an equal share of the inheritance.  

 Jesus wants us to remember that God owns all things (Psalm 24:1); life is uncertain 
(James 3:13-14); and our life is so much more than the “abundance of possessions (Luke 
12:15). 
 

 

Read Luke 12:16-21. Why did the man’s request prompt Jesus to tell this parable? What was 
the farmer’s perspective and how did he intend to solve his prosperity problem?  

 First Jesus issued a strong warning against greed and then He told a parable to drive 
home His point. He refuses to arbitrate their dispute and gets to the heart of the matter: 
covetousness! (See Exodus 20:17). Jesus warns this person, and everyone who could 
hear, that our lives are not to be about gathering wealth. His warning is to be aware of 
toxic teaching that deceives us to be greedy. 

 The man in the parable saw himself as the owner of all that he had. Notice the number 
of personal pronouns. Six times he says “I” without any regard for God. He refers to my 
crops, my barns, my grain, my goods, and most frighteningly of all, my soul. 

 The rich man thought he was being prudent because he had thought matters through 
carefully. But God bluntly calls him a fool. The fool thinks about life, but he doesn’t 
include God, judgment, and eternity in his thoughts (See Matthew 6:33). 
 
 

 
 



How does money have the power to make us “fools? If God owns all things, including our souls 
(Luke 12:20), what is our role with our resources? What are our rights and responsibilities? 

 His goal was to enjoy life, but in seeking his life, he lost it.  (See Matthew 16:26). What 
was wrong was the man’s focus. He had the world’s perspective, not God’s perspective. 
If we want to be rich toward God we need to be careful to distinguish between the 
world’s perspective and God’s perspective (See I John 2:15-17). 

 Money tempts us to be self-reliant and selfish in our plans. However, God will require 
our soul and someday we will give an account for our lives before Him.  

 We are not blessed by God to hoard our wealth to ourselves. We are blessed to be a 
blessing in the lives of others.  

 
 

LIVING: 
Evaluate: What is really most important to us – building bigger barns (Luke 12:16-21) or “storing 
up treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-21)?  

 As you evaluate what is most important here are five questions to ask yourself: 
1. Do my thoughts more often run after material things than after God? 
2. Do I ever compromise godly character in the pursuit of material gain? 
3. Do I enjoy material things more than I enjoy knowing God? 
4. How do I respond when I lose material things? 
5. What would I do if I suddenly came into a fortune? 

 The rich man made a deliberate decision (Luke 12:18-19), but he left out one critical 
factor: eternity. 

 
 

When it comes to giving to God and his kingdom work, do we fall into the trap of “tipping” God 
a little each month? If we “tithe” (percentage giving of our income), what is our responsibility 
with the remainder of our income?   

 To be really rich, Jesus says we must be rich toward God by laying up treasures in 
heaven. We all have a choice about how we invest what God has blessed us with. 

 The Bible also says there is one who gives freely and grows richer (Proverbs 11:24) and 
we are to honor God with the first fruits of what we own (Proverbs 3:9-10). 

 Since God owns all things and life is uncertain, we should be generous to His kingdom 
causes. We become generous with others (family, friends, church and the needy) for the 
sake of the gospel. 

 

Assignment: Reflect on this prayer (adapted from Alcorn’s Treasure Principle, page 101): 
 

“Lord, am I honoring you as the owner of my life and resources which you have entrusted to my care? Is 
money blinding me from the realities of life? Have I fallen into a trap of thinking you are a financial 
advisor to whom I pay a small fee in hopes that you will prosper me and my family? Have I mistakenly 
believed you owe it to me to work on my behalf, rather than recognizing that I am accountable to you for 
my soul and my life?” 
 

For next week: Read Luke 12:22-34 and write down some of your money worries.  



 
 
 


