
1 
 

 

 

 

Main Point:  It’s not what you have that matters. It is what you do with what you have and why that 

counts. 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Stonebridge Church is launching a new initiative to show compassion toward 

families in the “404” area. God calls us to love our neighbors, and we must learn to be generous. As 

Paul instructed Timothy, “Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works 

and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others” (1 Timothy 6:18 NLT).    

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Paul is concluding his first letter to his young protégé, Timothy.  A major 

threat to the gospel and the church in Ephesus where Timothy is pastoring is false teachers who use 

religion to make themselves wealthy.   

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: Take a survey in your family or Life Group. Ask: How much money would I need to have 

to feel as if I am rich? How did you come to that number?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read 1 Timothy 6:3-19. What is the danger which lies behind the “love of money”? Who 

are people in the Bible (or people you’ve observed today) who handled money well? Who handled it 

poorly?  

 It is a root of all kinds of evils.  It causes us crave more of earthly pleasures and turn from eternal 

pleasures in Christ. 

 Good: The poor widow (Luke 21:1-4); The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37); Zacchaeus after conversion 

(Luke 19) 

 Not Good:  Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11); Judas (John 12:1-6; Matt. 26:14-16); The Rich Man (Luke 

16:19-31) 

 

  

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“BE RICH!” – 1 Timothy 6:3-19 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #1:  Read 1 Timothy 6:3-10. What is the motive of the false teachers in verses 3-5? What is 

the result of their teaching? What happens when false teaching infiltrates a church and Christians are 

deceived by false teachings of the Bible?  

 They are filled with pride and conceit 

 They have a craving for controversy  

 They are seeking gain through “godliness” 

 The result is:  controversy, quarrelling, envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, constant friction among 

God’s people 

 People become focused on the desire to be rich and this leads to temptations and snares that bring 

them away from Christ and toward sin and destructive faithlessness 

 

QUESTION #2: In 1 Tim 6:6-10, what is the “great gain” in godliness? How did St. Paul’s experience in 

prison help emphasize the importance of contentment (read Philippians 4:11-13)? 

 The gain is being content with what God has given us because we know we did not earn it and we know 

that He will always take care of us in this life and the next 

 Paul had experienced poverty and abundance and comfort and pain.  In all experiences, he found Jesus 

to be his sole comfort and satisfaction.  In Christ, he could do all things regardless of the circumstances.  

Christ always strengthened him in the faith to do eternally valuable gospel work even when he was 

impoverished and in pain.  We all need to learn this “secret” of contentment to be fruitful in our faith. 

 

QUESTION #3: If “the love of money is the root of evil”, how are we to live differently? What are the two 

motives from 1 Timothy 6:11-16 which help us live beyond a greedy lifestyle?  

 We are to live focused on the great and sure hope of eternal life in Christ so that we are not fooled by 

the fool’s gold of earthly wealth.  It is not our hope. 

 We are to focus on Eternity and on our Gospel Mission to love our neighbor for the sake of Christ (see 

verses 12 and 14).  These motives will prevent greed. 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1 Based on 1 Timothy 6:17-19, is St. Paul saying it is wrong to be wealthy? How did 

our Lord Jesus Christ manage his wealth (read Philippians 2:1-8)? What are ways that you can 

begin living more generously?  

 It is not wrong to have wealth.  He doesn’t say to get rid of all their money, but to have the 

right attitude, fixed on the right hope, and engaged in the right use of their wealth. 

 Christ set all of His wealth aside for us! 

 

LIVING:   
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QUESTION #2: How are you at discerning the difference between “wants” and “needs”? Have 

you ever considered living “below” your means? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

Talk with your family or LIFE Group. How has Romans 12-16 (past 9 messages) led you to: 

 Love God more? 

 Enjoy your identity as God’s child in greater ways? 

 Helped motivate you to offer yourself as a living sacrifice in new ways?  

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments. 

Share with your group about what you learned from Romans 12-16. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

With your family or group, talk about the following two quotes: 

 “Everything I’ve kept, I’ve lost, but all that I’ve given to God I still possess” – Martin Luther  

 “Any temporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth; whatever is given to Christ is 

immediately touched with immortality” – A.W. Tozer 

 

What one generous action will you take this week in the name of Christ? Report on what happened 

next week.  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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1. Help your people take the G.I.F.T.S Test.  Take it yourself to lead by example.  Talk about your 

results in group.  Encourage them to take it and share about their gifting and where God may 

be calling them to take their next step with Jesus. 

2. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

3. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


