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Main Point:  The gospel advances as we proclaim Jesus together and give God the glory. 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   The gospel of Christ not only brings good news of God’s grace for undeserving 

people, it also transforms the way we relate to each other and our world. 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Paul has spent the first 11 chapters of Romans giving a foundation of 

truth so that he can start in chapter 12 to call us to a vibrant and active Christian faith in light of that 

truth.  Chapter 16 focuses in on Paul’s fellow co-laborers in the gospel. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: If you are working outside the home, talk about what you appreciate about your fellow 

employees and employer. What do you like most about your workplace?  

 

QUESTION #2: Randy mentioned how Stonebridge will seek to reach out to our community in the coming 

year. What do you like about it? What is challenging to you? 

 

  

 

QUESTION #1:  Read Romans 16:1-16. How would you describe the people Paul greets in Rome? How 

did he know them since he’d never been there? What characterizes these folks and which description do 

you like most? 

 Hard-working men and women 

 Devoted to Jesus Christ and the gospel 

 Willing to risk everything to see lost people come to know Jesus! 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 16:17-20. Why does Paul need to add a word of warning? What is going 

wrong and how are they to guard against it? What encouragement does he give in verse 20 (read 

Genesis 3:15)? Why are the people Paul mentions in 16:21-23 a good example to follow? 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“NETWORKING” – Romans 16:1-27 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 False teaching will disrupt the unity of a congregation and prevent them from doing gospel work! 

 The Judaizers – legalistic Jews who wanted to add to the gospel – were trying to infect the congregation 

and lead them away from the doctrine of salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. 

 Satan has been and will always continually be defeated by Jesus and the advance of His gospel and 

kingdom! 

 These are hardworkers who labor alongside of Paul no matter the cost. 

 

QUESTION #3: What is God able to do and how does he do it (Romans 16:25-27)? Why does all the glory 

go to our wise God at the end of this letter (16:27)? 

 He is able to strengthen us for gospel work and bring about the obedience of faith in those He 

has chosen to save. 

 He does this through the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 God gets all the glory because salvation and the successful work of the gospel is accomplished 

entirely by His wise plan and power.  We are just grateful instruments in His hands! 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  As you think through the list of people Paul mentioned in 16:1-16, how does this 

influence you to pray for your friends and family members? 

 

QUESTION #2: In what ways might we pretend to be growing Christians but actually be serving 

ourselves? How does this cause division in our church when we do this (16:17-20)? 

 

QUESTION #3: How has Romans moved you to praise God and be more deeply committed to living for 

his glory (16:25-27)? Read these verses aloud and pray through them with your group or family. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

Make a plan with your LIFE Group and your family to participate in the Prayer Walk and/or Cross-

Carrying for the #LoveCR event on Saturday March 31st.  This could be your first step in achieving 

your holy ambition to proclaim Jesus Christ! 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments. 

Come to the #LoveCR event this weekend!! 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Talk with your family or LIFE Group. How has Romans 12-16 (past 9 messages) led you to: 

 Love God more? 

 Enjoy your identity as God’s child in greater ways? 

 Helped motivate you to offer yourself as a living sacrifice in new ways?  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Help your people take the G.I.F.T.S Test.  Take it yourself to lead by example.  Talk about your 

results in group.  Encourage them to take it and share about their gifting and where God may 

be calling them to take their next step with Jesus. 

2. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

3. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


