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Main Point:  Are you living out a holy ambition to proclaim Christ? 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   The gospel of Christ not only brings good news of God’s grace for undeserving 

people, it also transforms the way we relate to each other and our world. 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Paul has spent the first 11 chapters of Romans giving a foundation of 

truth so that he can start in chapter 12 to call us to a vibrant and active Christian faith in light of that 

truth.  Chapter 14-15 focuses on our need to show deference and love to our brothers and sisters in 

Christ who may differ from us on non-essential, debatable matters.  At the end of chapter 15, Paul 

shares again about his ambition and calling, as stated in chapter 1. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What did you take away from this message on Romans 15:14-33?  What was convicting?  

What was encouraging? 

 

QUESTION #2: What are some of the common ambitions in our culture?  Why are these so common?  

Where have you gotten caught up in some of these ambitions?  Why? 

 

  

 

QUESTION #1:  What are some of the teaching Paul gives the Roman church throughout his 

letter?  Take a quick look back at the chapters in Romans (an overview outline in your Bible or the 

chapter subheadings can be helpful here).  Which of these instructions were most helpful to you? 

 The Bad News:  We are all sinners.  Romans 3:23.  We have pursued the wrong glory.  A self-glory 

marked by selfish ambitions.  

 The Good News: We can be saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone!  Romans 3:24.   

LEADER GUIDE: 

“HOW TO HAVE HOLY AMBITION” – Romans 15:14-33 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 The Gospel Goal:  United ambition to proclaim Christ to the world!  Romans 1:15-16.  Saved people 

always unite in Christ across all differences in order to accomplish the singular mission/ambition: to 

proclaim the Gospel for the glory of God! 

 Other sub-themes:  God’s judgment; The purpose of the Law of God; The workings of justification; The 

nature of faith; Life in Christ; Life in the Spirit; God’s Sovereignty in Election; The Place of the Jewish 

People; Godly living; The relationship of Church to State; Loving brothers and sisters in Christ, etc. 

 

QUESTION #2: Is it ok to be “proud” of work you have done?  When is this acceptable based on verse 17?  

What is the difference between selfish ambition (Phil. 2:3, NIV) and holy ambition (Rom. 15:20)?  Have 

you ever experienced the latter?  Tell about it. 

 It is acceptable to be proud of work you have done if that work is “in Christ” – by His power 

and for His glory.   

 Your right to be proud of something you have done is relative to the type of glory you are 

ambitious for.  If it is an earthly, vain glory (like being the best athlete), this is nothing to be 

truly proud of because it is not for Christ and thus, eternally worthless.  But if your ambition is 

for God’s glory, you can be proud of what you are doing to bring Him glory because it is for 

Christ, will never fade, and is eternally worthwhile! 

 Selfish ambition = doing something you really want to do because you want to do it. 

 Holy ambition = doing something you really want to do because God really wants you to do it. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  What are some of the costs and sacrifices that may come to you if you make 

proclaiming Jesus your one ambition?  Are you willing to bear these?  Pray for strength from God to do 

so (Phil. 4:13).   

 Ostracism;  

 loss of job;  

 ridicule;  

 financial loss 

 to name a few 

 

QUESTION #2: How much do you depend on prayer?  If not much, why not?  If you have learned 

to depend on prayer as the backbone of your ambition for Christ, share how this has changed 

your life.   

LIVING:   
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At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

Think about one person at work, school or church who is a Christian you normally wouldn’t feel 

excited to hang out with.  Pray for humble grace to welcome them into your life.  Invite them to get 

lunch or hang out.  Sit with them at church.  Share about this with your LIFE Group and ask if you can 

invite them into your group. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments. 

Spend time talking about how you invited this person into your life this past week. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Bring donations to put in the LoveCR Hope Basket project basket in the lobby of the church. 

Make a plan with your LIFE Group and your family to participate in the Prayer Walk and/or Cross-

Carrying for the #LoveCR event on Saturday March 31st.  This could be your first step in achieving 

your holy ambition to proclaim Jesus Christ! 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Help your people take the G.I.F.T.S Test.  Take it yourself to lead by example.  Talk about your 

results in group.  Encourage them to take it and share about their gifting and where God may 

be calling them to take their next step with Jesus. 

2. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

3. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


