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Main Point:  Stand firm in your faith and abound in God’s work because you have a glorious future! 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   He Is Risen!!  He Is Risen Indeed!! 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  This is the famous passage by the Apostle Paul on the proof and nature 

of the resurrection of Christ and His people. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: We think a lot about our bodies. As a teen, what did you like least about your body? 

What did you do to try to change it? As an older person, what do you fear about your changing body? 

 

QUESTION #2: Why do Christians believe the resurrection of Christ is true? Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. 

What are the evidences Paul gives for believing in the gospel message? 

 The Old Testament Scriptures prophesied about it 

 Cephas (Peter) saw Him 

 The 12 Disciples saw Him 

 500 hundred other followers saw Him 

 The Apostle James saw Him 

 The rest of the Apostles saw Him 

 Paul saw Him 

 

  

 

QUESTION #1:  Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. What does “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed” mean (15:51)? Why must our bodies be changed? What is the significance of the events 

discussed in 15:50-53? Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. What happens at Christ’s coming? 

 Those who are still alive when Christ returns will have their bodies instantly transformed from being 

mortal to immortal 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“DON’T HOLD BACK!” – 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 The mortal, perishable body cannot inherit the Kingdom of God.  It is a perfect and imperishable 

Kingdom where no death can be found 

 These events take place at the end times in a dramatic, climactic moment.  

 Christ will come to take us home with Him.  The dead and the living will all now live forever together 

with God.  This is a great encouragement to believers, especially when we face trials and suffering. 

 

QUESTION #2: In 1 Corinthians 15:54-56, why does Paul quote from Isaiah (25:8) and Hosea (13:14) to 

make his point? What is the relationship between sin, death, the “law” and Christ’s victory?   

 The Old Testament prophets foretold that the defeat of Death would happen.   

 The Law provokes us to sin because we cannot keep it.  We fail it even with our best efforts, and when 

we fail it, the Law mocks and condemns us, and this tempts us to break it even further.  Thus, sin’s 

power comes directly from the existence of the Law.   The Law brings Sin.  Then, Sin brings Death.  “The 

wages of sin is death” (Rom. 3:23).  We deserve to die for our sin against God and His Law.  This is the 

“sting” or power or cause of Death.  Sin is the sharp point of the knife of Death.  In this way, Paul is 

saying that the Law is the power of Sin, and Sin is the power/cause/sting of Death.  

 Jesus Christ kept the Law, this enabled Him to stand in our place as a perfect substitute.  He did not 

deserve Death.  On the cross He takes Sin, the sharp point of the Knife of Death, into His own body and 

experiences the judgment of Death in our place.  When He rises from the dead, He defeats Death at its 

own game.  It is a prison that all Mankind could never escape.  Jesus breaks out of it and brings all 

believers with Him.  Those who are in Christ have no law-breaking sin hanging over their heads causing 

Death to demand their heads (Rom. 8:1).  And so we can freely escape from the prison of Death and go 

with Jesus into eternal life. 

 

QUESTION #3: Why is sin the “sting of death” and how is “Law” the “power of sin” (15:56)? How has God 

given us victory over sin, death and the power of the law (15:57)? 

 See above (Question #2) 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  Of the three realities Randy pointed out in 15:50-57, which one is most meaningful to 

you and why? Does 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 mean we shouldn’t grieve when someone we love is hurt or 

passes away? Why or why not? 

 

QUESTION #2: Are you afraid of dying? How did this study give you a new perspective on death and 

dying?  

 

 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

Talk with your family or LIFE Group. How has Romans 12-16 (past 9 messages) led you to: 

 Love God more? 

 Enjoy your identity as God’s child in greater ways? 

 Helped motivate you to offer yourself as a living sacrifice in new ways?  

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments. 

Share how Romans 12-16 has changed you. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Talk with your family or LIFE Group. Knowing the promises of Scripture regarding your own 

resurrection and resurrection body, how does 1 Corinthians 15:58 affect your attitudes and actions? In 

what way will you “abound in the work of the Lord” this week?  

 

Take a few minutes to pray for someone you know who is going through a battle with cancer right 

now. Pray also that the Hope Baskets we gave to cancer patients will be used to bring Christ’s love to 

the people who received them.  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Help your people take the G.I.F.T.S Test.  Take it yourself to lead by example.  Talk about your 

results in group.  Encourage them to take it and share about their gifting and where God may 

be calling them to take their next step with Jesus. 

2. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

3. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


