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Main Point:  Genuine love in action is the best way to overcome the the evil in our world. 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   The gospel of Christ not only brings good news of God’s grace for undeserving 

people, it also transforms the way we relate to each other and our world. 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Paul has spent the first 11 chapters of Romans giving a foundation of 

truth so that he can start in chapter 12 to call us to a vibrant and active Christian faith in light of that 

truth. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Who are some people you know, or know about, that have demonstrated a 

radical and biblical form of love?  

 

QUESTION #2: Share with your group what spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God 

in these Scriptures. How does this passage connect with what Paul said in Romans 12:1-2?  

   

  

 

QUESTION #1:  Read Romans 12:9-21. In this passage Paul summarized true discipleship in 

terms of our five key relationships: to God, to the world, to ourselves, to other believers, and to 

non-believers. What observations can you make? 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 12:9-16. Is it important to recognize that love is a command and 

not just a feeling? If we obey the command without the feelings are we being hypocritical? Do I 

abhor what is evil, or do I play around with it? How about do I hold fast to what is good? 

 Love must be both obedience and feeling.  Paul calls us to “affection” for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“LOVE IN ACTION” – Romans 12:9-21 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 We often get so close to the ways of the world that we end up playing around with the evil it 

espouses. 

 We can hold fast to the good by having our minds renewed by the truths of Scripture that exalt 

the good.  We can also cease practicing the ways of the world and discipline ourselves to 

engage in godly, good behavior and thought. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Romans 12:17-21.  What are some subtle forms of revenge-seeking that 

Christians practice against those who have harmed them? Does Scripture require us to carry on 

a relationship with a difficult person? 

 We can easily fall into slander, gossip and envy to seek revenge. 

 Scripture requires us to do our best to live at peace with a difficult person.  However, that 

person may not make peace with us.  We are not bound to continue seeking reconciliation. 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  Of the over 20 commands listed which two are the easiest for you to keep? 

Which two are the most difficult? What can we learn from Jesus’ example of radical love 

toward others? (See I Peter 2:21-25) 

  

QUESTION #2: When you think about your own spiritual life when have grown the most? When 

have you seen spikes in your growth? What role did trials or hard times play in facilitating your 

growth? (See James 1:2-4). 

 

QUESTION #3: Identify those relationships where you need to grow in love—it may be a family 

member, a co-worker, a neighbor, then commit to begin loving those people as Christ has 

commanded. Pray for each other as you seek to love others well. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

 Pray and ask God to help you discover and use your gift(s).  

 Take the G.I.F.T.S. assessment which will help you learn more about your gifts, your personality, 

and how God has wired you to serve others. 

 Use the gifts God has given by exploring different ways you can serve others both inside and 

outside the church. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments. 

Discuss your G.I.F.T.S. results with your group.  Have them share their results as well.  Discuss what 

you learned and how best you could collectively use your gifts as a group.   

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

If you haven’t already take the G.I.F.T.S. assessment which will help you learn more about your gifts, 

your personality, and how God has wired you to serve others, please do so. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Help your people take the G.I.F.T.S Test.  Take it yourself to lead by example.  Talk about your 

results in group.  Encourage them to take it and share about their gifting and where God may 

be calling them to take their next step with Jesus. 

2. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

3. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


