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Main Point:  Through Jesus and his gospel, we are freed from bondage AND energized for life! 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   What is God doing in you and through you? Paul said, “I have been crucified 

with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and died for me” (Gal. 2:20). Discover an encouraging 

and challenging approach to a life that is worth living, and fill your world with meaning and hope. 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Peter likely writes this letter from prison shortly before his death by 

execution in AD 65-65 (1:14).  He warns against false teachers, even those who cunningly use 

Scripture (3:16).  He desires to help us grow in Christ’s grace and calling so that we will resist these 

deceivers. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  What are messages we hear from radio, TV, advertising, Facebook, friends and 

coworkers regarding getting things done quickly. Why don’t we value slow progress? What 

voices, external and internal, keep you hurried?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read 2 Peter 2:1-11. Why is Peter eager for us to understand his teaching (2 

Peter 1:12-15)? If this is his “last will and testament”, how would you summarize his thoughts 

about the importance of spirituality?  

 He is soon to die.  He wants to make sure his flock is solid in the truth of the gospel. 

 We need to be focused on growing in godliness as it is fueled through our deeper 

understanding of the gospel of Christ and lived out in our love of God and others. 

   

  

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“GOOD NEWS FOR TIRED PEOPLE” – 2 Peter 1:1-11 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #1: In 1 Peter 1:1-2, how does Peter identify with us? What does he mean when he 

asks God that grace and peace be “multiplied” in us? How does this relate to our spiritual 

growth?  

 We are all servants of Christ and have been given saving faith through Christ’s righteousness. 

 He wants us to go deeper in our understanding and experience of God’s abounding love for us 

in Christ. 

 In order to truly grow in godliness, we need to have this depth of understanding and 

experience. 

 

QUESTION #2: Peter lists some of amazing gifts we receive by knowing Christ and being 

changed by the gospel (1:3-4). Are these gifts costly or free and at whose expense? Are they 

temporary or permanent? Are they for heaven later or for us today? Are they for “super saints” 

only or are they available to broken people?  

 They are costly to Christ and free to us.  God’s divine power has granted all things pertaining to 

life and godliness (1:3).  However, they do require effort from us to increase in them.  So they 

are costly to us at the same time.   

 They are permanent qualities because we will eventually possess them in full, like Christ, in 

Heaven.  We are to exercise them now and in Heaven.   

 These gifts are for all saints. 

 

QUESTION #3: In verses 1:5-7, we find 7 moral virtues which we are to “supplement” or add one 

after another. How these qualities are related to each other? Is this process of becoming more 

like Jesus something God does in us, or something we need to do? How are we to “make every 

effort” to appropriate these qualities? Why is love is listed last?    

 They are not “stair-step” qualities, as if you have to master one to achieve the next one.  The 

list is more of a summary of the type of person all Christians should gradually become.  We 

should increase in all of these qualities.   

 God does this work of growing these qualities in us (1:3-4) but we must also make an effort to 

practice them (1:10) 

 The effort is to be so focused on the gospel of God’s love that these qualities, summarized in 

the expression of love to God and others, pours out from us. 

 Love is the summary for how all these qualities should look in a Christian’s life (Matthew 22:36-

40) 

 

 

 LIVING:   
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Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  In 1 Peter 1:8-11, what happens if we fail to put into practice this teaching? 

What is the reward for taking steps toward growth? If God supplies all we need, why is anything 

more even necessary?  

 We become ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ.  We are nearsighted, almost 

blind, because we will be people who have forgotten the gospel of Christ’s forgiveness of our 

sins. (1:8-9) 

 If we grow through the gospel, we will never fall.  Instead, an entrance into the eternal 

kingdom of Christ will be richly provided for us. (1:10-11) 

 God supplies all we need, but what is necessary is our acceptance and remembrance and 

application of all that He has given us in the gospel. 

 

QUESTION #2: How do spiritual disciplines help us learn to live in the relaxed way of Jesus? 

How will this teaching change your resolutions or goals for 2018? 

 They help us have a regular pattern of feeding on the gospel promises. 

 We need less legalistic, man-powered resolutions and more gospel-centered, God-powered 

resolutions.  

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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Knowledge of Jesus means to have a vital relationship with him. Of the ideas shared in this message, 

which ones will you begin to practice this week? Who will you invite to help stimulate your growth in 

his “divine nature” qualities? What specific steps will you take this week to “be more diligent to 

confirm your calling and election”? How will his voice drown out the “hurried” voices in your life (read 

Psalm 19 for help!)? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


