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Main Point:  God shows mercy to the undeserving and shares his joy with them. 

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   What is God doing in you and through you? Paul said, “I have been crucified 

with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and died for me” (Gal. 2:20). Discover an encouraging 

and challenging approach to a life that is worth living, and fill your world with meaning and hope. 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Israel is divided.  The leaders of both halves of the nation are disobedient 

to God.  Elisha the prophet has succeeded Elijah, the great prophet.  His ministry from God is powerful 

and proves that he has a “double portion of Elijah’s spirit”.  Currently, God is using Syria, known as the 

Arameans, to attack Israel as discipline for their disobedience.  It is during this time of international 

tension and national stress that an enemy commander of the Syrians, named Naaman, comes to Israel 

to be healed of his leprosy.  Elisha is the only one who has the power to do so for the glory of God. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  When you go to work or school, what do people talk about? What is the main 

source of complaining? Where do people you know go to find happiness? How long does the 

happiness last?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read 2 Kings 5:1-19a. Who are the main characters in this story? What can you 

learn from your Bible about the tensions between Syria and Israel? How would you describe 

Naaman? Why did Elisha refuse to come out and talk with him (5:10)? 

 Main Characters: 

o Elisha – the prophet of Israel 

o Naaman – the commander of the army of Syria 

o The little enslaved Jewish girl 

o Naaman’s servants 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“SURPRISED BY JOY” – 2 Kings 5:1-19 

 

CONNECTING: 
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o The king of Syria  

o The king of Israel 

 Syria is a constant threat to Israel.  This is why the King of Israel is so upset that Naaman would 

seek out his country to ask the impossible:  cure for leprosy.  If Israel can’t deliver, the king 

fears the Syrian commander’s anger will come down hard against Israel. 

 Naaman is a great man.  A mighty man of valor.  He was favored highly by the King of Syria.  

He appears to be proud as evidenced by his anger at Elisha’s instructions.  But he is a leper.  

This must bring great shame to him in spite of all his accomplishments. 

 It is possible that Elisha is testing his faith, which also requires him to confront Naaman’s self-

sufficient pride. 

   

  

 

QUESTION #1:  Reread 2 Kings 5:1-12. Describe the “joy killers” that each person in this story 

seems to have. Why does the most powerless person in the story (5:1-2) seem to be the happiest 

person? Why was Naaman so angry with Elisha’s actions and directions? Which of these joy 

killer issues most relates to your story?  

 The King of Israel is afraid because he doesn’t think God can do the impossible but is focused 

on his own inability. 

 Naaman is prideful because he thinks he has to be the big man receiving extraordinary actions 

from God in order to be healed. 

 The little slave girl has no pretensions.  She knows she has no power and must totally depend 

on God alone.  This faith makes her joyful even in hard circumstance.   

 Naaman is angry because he expected to receive more respect and experience an 

extraordinary activity of divine healing fitting for a man of greatness. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read 2 Kings 5:13-16. How does God show mercy to Naaman through his 

servants? What do we learn about Naaman’s character in his willingness to listen to the servant 

girl (5:1-3) and his servants (5:13-14)? Why did Elisha refuse to accept any gift of gratitude 

(5:16)? 

 Naaman’s servants were courageous enough to show him his folly.  They remind him that the 

great prophet has spoken a word that is great and should not be taken lightly just because it 

did not come in the way Naaman expected.  They remind him that Elisha actually gave him a 

small step to take that will cleanse his leprosy.  They don’t want their master to miss an 

amazing cure simply because it is coming in a way that Naaman does not appreciate. 

 Naaman must have some degree of humility to listen to the slave girl and his other slaves.   

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 Elisha did not receive the gift from Naaman because he wanted God to get the full glory for 

the healing, so that Naaman and the Gentiles could see that God is the one in whom they must 

trust for salvation. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read 2 Kings 5:17-19a. How did Naaman’s life change? Why did he want 

Israelite dirt? Do you think Elisha was right to permit him to bow before the King of Syria’s 

idol? Why or why not? 

 Naaman desires to only offer sacrifices and offerings to the God of Israel alone. 

 He also humbly asks for pardon because of his awkward situation with his master, the king of 

Syria, and his requirement to go with him into the idolatrous temple. 

 He may have wanted Israelite dirt so that when he sacrifices to God he can do so on the sacred 

land of Israel?  Possibly, he wanted to create an earthen altar for God (see Exodus 20:24-25) 

 Perhaps Elisha is recognizing the beginnings of true faith in Naaman and does not want to 

overwhelm or burden him with legalistic regulations?  If Naaman is a true believer, over time 

God will convict him of more areas in which he needs to change.   

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  In 2 Kings 5:11-12, Naaman is disappointed. He had high expectations which 

Elisha fails to fulfill. How do we, like Naaman, feel entitled to spectacular answers to prayer? 

What can we learn from our disappointments and the ways God works?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read Luke 17:11-19. What is similar about this story with Jesus? Do you agree 

that “God is the most joyful person in the universe (John 15:11)? What does our gratitude say 

about us? 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Knowledge of Jesus means to have a vital relationship with him. Of the ideas shared in this message, 

which ones will you begin to practice this week? Who will you invite to help stimulate your growth in 

his “divine nature” qualities? What specific steps will you take this week to “be more diligent to 

confirm your calling and election”? How will his voice drown out the “hurried” voices in your life (read 

Psalm 19 for help!)? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


