
1 
 

 

 

 

Main Point:  Jesus, Light of the World, reveals God’s nature, reveals the darkness of our sin, and reveals 

a life pleasing to God.  

  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   The “I AM” statements of Jesus are essentials for a growing disciple. By learning 

them we find our security and significance, not in the people around us, but in our relationship with 

Christ. Take a walk in John’s Gospel and enjoy a deeper relationship with the One who loves us.  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Gospel of John is all about Jesus being the Son of God, in whom we 

must believe to receive eternal life.  John 8 follows on the heels of Jesus’ promise of Living Water 

offered to all who believe (John 7) and the story of the woman caught in adultery (the first part of 

John 8).  His teaching and actions are very different from the normal religious paradigm.  He shines on 

a people caught in darkness and shows them a new and better way.  This is why He calls Himself the 

Light of the world. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures? 

 

QUESTION #2: Share a time you were in complete darkness. How does it feel when there is no 

light? Have you ever been scared of the dark? 

   

  

 

QUESTION #1: Read John 8:12 – 20. What is the importance of Jesus’ statement ‘I am the light 

of the world,’ at this particular time and place? The treasury would have been the location of 

great lamps meant to remind the people of the fire that guided Israel by night in the wilderness. 

What is the irony of this situation?  

LEADER GUIDE: 

“THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” – John 8:12-30 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 Although through the symbols of these lights, the people proclaimed their allegiance to God 

and their ability to see Him and His path for them, they were blind. 

 They could not see God as Jesus Christ in their midst.  They were in darkness (John 8:12) even 

while surrounded by the light of God. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 1:1-18. What does this passage tell us about who Jesus is? What is 

astounding about verse 10? How do the Pharisees respond to Jesus’ claim to be the light of the 

world in John 8:13-19. What was the barrier to the Jews believing that Jesus was the messiah?  

 Jesus is: 

o The Word 

o God 

o Existent from the beginning 

o The one who made all things 

o The one in whom life exists…and the life is the light of men 

o This light that shines in the darkness and is not overcome by it 

o The light that came into the world and enlightens everyone 

o Not known by the world nor by His people 

o The one who gives the right for a believer to become a child of God 

o The one who became flesh and dwelt among mankind 

o Full of glory 

o The only Son of the Father, which is his glory 

o Full of grace and truth 

o The one by whom we receive grace upon grace out of his fullness 

o The one from whom grace and truth come 

o The one who makes the Father known 

 The very people that He made did not know or recognize Him as their Creator and God! 

 The Pharisees say: 

o His testimony is not true because He is saying it about Himself 

o They don’t know His Father and therefore cannot corroborate or substantiate His 

witness about Him 

 The Jews did not really know the Father (19) 

 The Jews were still stuck in their sins (21) 

 The Jews were from below, from the world…later, He says they are of their father, the Devil (23, 

44) 

 The Jews simply did not know who Jesus was (25) 
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QUESTION #3: Read John 3:19-21. What is the reason we are given that people will not 

acknowledge Jesus as Lord? What is the cause of refusing to come to Jesus? Is it a lack of 

information, or something much deeper?  

 People love the darkness because they want to do their evil deeds  

 They do not want their evil deeds exposed 

 It is much deeper:  the heart 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1:  Read through John 9 briefly. What happened after Jesus declared himself to be 

the light of the world? What is the importance of this story of a man having his blindness 

removed? Has Jesus given you the ability to see? What was the response of the man who was 

given sight? How does this challenge us? 

 Jesus heals a blind man 

 It is like a living parable about the spiritual nature of blindness and sight. 

 The blind man simply acknowledged that he was blind and now he sees and believes in Jesus 

as the Son of Man (9:35-38) 

 

QUESTION #2: ‘Light’ is not only a title for Jesus, but a descriptor of how disciples are to live. 

Read the following passages: 

 

Romans 13:12 – cast off works of darkness and put on the armor of light 

Ephesians 5:8  - we were darkness but now we are light in the Lord 

1 Thess. 5:5 – we are children of light, of the day 

1 Peter 2:9 – we are called out of darkness and into His marvelous light 

 

QUESTION #3: What is the biblical expectation of those who come to know ‘The Light of the 

World’ in a saving way? What does it look like for Christians to ‘live as light’ in this world of 

darkness?  

 We are to live in the light 

 We must be holy and we must be witnesses of light in the darkness 

 

QUESTION #4: Read 1 John 1:5-10 – What does it mean to ‘walk in the light?’ Does it mean that 

Christians no longer sin? How does walking in the light help us overcome the power of sin? 

LIVING:   
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 We are to walk in purity and when we stumble in sin we are to walk in transparent, humble 

repentance before God. 

 No we still sin.  A true Christian simply humbly acknowledges and repents of that sin. 

 Light exposes it and allows us to deal with it and put it to death by giving it over to Jesus 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Randy mentioned three possible ways to get started in a daily meal with Jesus. Which one do you 

currently practice? Which one would you like to begin? Who can help hold you accountable for 

following through on this daily time with Jesus? Who can you invite to enjoy the meal with you? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what your gameplan with the group. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


