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Main Point:  God will save Israel and all His elect people...even through sin and disobedience. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, 

Germany on September 24, 1517 and launched the Protestant Reformation. His Bible-based teaching 

brought a new understanding of the justifying grace of God through the person and work of Jesus 

Christ. He emphasized the spiritual authority of Scripture. Sadly, the Reformation is connected to the 

persecution of Jews and Anabaptists. Romans 9-11 will enhance our understanding of God and his 

plan for the ages. It will give us greater confidence in the gospel as we share it with others. It will 

clarify God’s role and ours in the plan of salvation. Worship the God of expanding grace!  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In the chapters 1-4, Paul tells us how to be right with God by faith in 

Christ, and this by grace alone.  In chapters 5-8, Paul shows how this grace of God gives us assurance 

even in suffering and helps us live a freedom that allows us to serve God and others by His Spirit.  In 

the next chapters, Paul begins to talk about how Jews and Gentiles fit together in this masterful plan 

of salvation for God’s elect people. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What are the common viewpoints in popular culture concerning Israel?  Which 

one do you tend to favor?   

 Be careful with this question.  Set the ground rules first!  Everyone has the right to share their 

opinion.  There is much debate on this topic, so we must be gracious to each other, 

understanding that nobody has the perfect understanding of the Israel question.   

 You will mostly encounter the view that Israel needs to be protected as a nation at all costs 

because of their status as God’s chosen people.  These folks will believe that there is a clear 

distinction between the Church and Israel now and in the end times.  (Romans 11) 

 There may be some who do not believe we should give Israel “most favored nation” status 

above other people (like the Palestinians, for example).  They believe that there is no major 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“DON’T GIVE UP HOPE!” – Romans 11:11-32 

 

CONNECTING: 
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distinction between Jew and Gentile now, but that the Church includes all believers in Christ, 

regardless of ethnicity.  (Romans 2:25-29) 

 As usual, somewhere in the middle of these two opinions lies the truth.   

 

QUESTION #2: Did you come to know Jesus through trials and suffering that others brought  

upon you?  Briefly share your story. 

  

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8; 11:19-21; 13:42-52; 18:1-6.  How did God 

ensure the Jewish Christians would complete the Great Commission to reach all nations (11:11-

12)? 

 He brought persecution from the Jews. 

 The Jewish Christians would likely have stayed comfortably within the Judaic system as a 

Messianic-offshoot.  They were meeting regularly in the synagogues and trying to convince 

their fellow Jews about the deity of Jesus.   

 It took the jealous hostility and sin of the Jews to get the Jewish Christians to bring the gospel 

to the world. 

 

QUESTION #2: Why do we tend toward pride in our status as saved believers in Christ?  Why is 

this pride so contrary to the message of the gospel and dangerous when one bases their 

salvation on a high view of themselves (11:22-23)? 

 The longer we have been a Christian, the more entrenched our corporate identity as “saved 

people” becomes.  This often creates a superiority complex relative to individuals who exist in 

other groups (i.e., unbelievers, etc.)   

 Even as we identify as God’s chosen and elect “saved people”, we must remember from where 

we came.  We were dead in our sins and enemies of God (Eph. 2).  We went about hating 

others and being hated by others (Titus 3:3).  We were lovers of self, lovers of pleasure rather 

than lovers of God (2 Tim. 3:2-4).  We must always have a humble attitude about who we were 

before Christ…and who we would still be without Christ.  This will keep us softened toward 

unbelievers and allow us to earnestly pray for their salvation. 

 The gospel is about God freely giving us grace.  We cannot do anything to earn it.  If we are 

proud, it implies that we have done something good in and of ourselves.  This is the exact 

opposite of the gospel message.  Therefore, a proud person (who does not repent of it), cannot 

be a Christian (James 4:6).   

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #3: How can it be that God uses sin to bring about salvation (11:32)?  Can you think 

of accounts in Scripture where this is the case?  (hints:  Genesis 3:14-15; Exodus 6:7; 14:17-18; 

Acts 2:23-24/Isaiah 53:10) 

 God is sovereign over everything!  (This includes sin and evil and Satan and Hell)!  (Isa. 45:7; 

Job 1; Matt. 25:41). 

 Genesis: the allowance (or oversight) of the devil’s deception of Adam and Eve opened the 

door to the gospel:  “the seed of Eve (Jesus) will crush the seed of the Devil” 

 Exodus: God’s hardening of Pharaoh demonstrated His sole authority as God and brought 

about the salvation of the Israelites 

 Acts/Isaiah:  God is the one who planned the crucifixion of His Son.  From that crucifixion, 

salvation was brought to the world!! 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: What are some ways you might have become proud of being a Christian in a way 

that does not exalt Christ but rather your status compared to unbelievers and Jews?  What 

should we do when we find these feelings in our hearts? (1 John 1:9) 

 When we are too quick to look down on the lost world (this is especially evident when we 

engage in the political realm).   

 We must confess our sin of pride!  Thankfully, Christ is faithful and just to forgive us! 

 

QUESTION #2: Have you gotten discouraged waiting on your loved ones to come to Christ?  

Don’t give up hope!  How has Paul’s reminder that even the seemingly “most lost” (i.e., 

unbelieving, but elect Jews) will come to Christ one day and the fact that God uses even great 

sin and disobedience to show His greater mercy, give you hope? 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Does the gospel still apply to Jewish people? Is it right to try to win them (or Muslims and Hindus) to 

Christ? Do a web search for Christian organizations or Messianic Churches that reach out to Jewish 

people. Report to your group what you learn about these devoted believers. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group about what you learned about organizations that reach out to Jewish people. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:  

Reflect this week on the sufferings you have encountered in life because of the sins of others, as well 

as on the ways in which you have turned your back on Christ.  Then recount how God has used these 

dark spots in your life to shine the light of Christ’s mercy in and through your life.  Write a personal 

prayer of Thanksgiving to God.  Share this with your friends in LIFE Group.   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


