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Main Point:  In heaven, we will be surprised at who is there…and who is not there! 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, 

Germany on September 24, 1517 and launched the Protestant Reformation. His Bible-based teaching 

brought a new understanding of the justifying grace of God through the person and work of Jesus 

Christ. He emphasized the spiritual authority of Scripture. Sadly, the Reformation is connected to the 

persecution of Jews and Anabaptists. Romans 9-11 will enhance our understanding of God and his 

plan for the ages. It will give us greater confidence in the gospel as we share it with others. It will 

clarify God’s role and ours in the plan of salvation. Worship the God of expanding grace!  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In the chapters 1-4, Paul tells us how to be right with God by faith in 

Christ, and this by grace alone.  In chapters 5-8, Paul shows how this grace of God gives us assurance 

even in suffering and helps us live a freedom that allows us to serve God and others by His Spirit.  In 

the next chapters, Paul begins to talk about how Jews and Gentiles fit together in this masterful plan 

of salvation for God’s elect people. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: Do you know people who have grown up in a Christian home, studied the Bible 

or attended church regularly that now are hardened against Christ? Do you have an idea of why 

they walked away? 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 11:1-10. How is the problem of 11:1 similar to the one in Romans 

9:6? How does the example of Paul’s life begin to answer this question?  

 Some may believe the God’s word has failed because all Israel has not been saved.   

 Paul’s conversion as a hardened, ultra-religious Jew, proves that God can overcome the 

hardness of the Jews and will save many of them one day.  It also shows that salvation comes 

only by grace.  It does not come by religious performance.  The Jews stumbled on this point. 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“THE SURPRISES OF HEAVEN” – Romans 11:1-10 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



2 
 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Romans 11:1-6. What does God’s gracious “foreknowledge” mean? How 

does the Apostle Paul contrast our “works” with God’s “grace in Romans 11:5-6?  

 It means “fore-loved” or “fore-ordained”.  To be foreknown by God is to be chosen or elected 

by Him before we could do anything to earn that election. 

 Grace cannot be grace when it is based on good works and religious performance.  The Jews, 

like everyone else, must be saved by grace alone.  That is why there is currently only a remnant 

of Jews saved.  They have a hard time not trusting in their religious performance to save them. 

 

QUESTION #2: How does Elijah (11:2-5) remind us of why some unexpected people are followers 

of Jesus Christ? Read Elijah’s story in 1 Kings 19. Why did he feel alone? How did God help him 

through his discouragement? 

 When Elijah fled Ahab and Jezebel, he despaired that he was the only true prophet of God left 

in Israel.  But this was not true.  God tells him that there are many (7,000 is a symbolic number 

representing a very large number of people) who have not bowed to Baal but are still followers 

of God.   

 God ministered to him by feeding him, giving him the gift of His presence, and by reminding 

him that he is not alone…there are many other believers. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Romans 11:7-10. How can we understand “hardening” based on the Old 

Testament quotations in this section? How does Romans 10:1 help me with my response to 

those who appear “hardened”?  

 God definitely brings this hardening (“God gave them…”/”Let their…”).  We also learn from 

Romans 1 that even though God brings the hardening as a punishment, the hardening begins 

because we choose to reject God (Romans 1:18-32) 

 We should earnestly and passionately seek the salvation of the lost.  It doesn’t matter how 

hardened they are.  God may still choose to save them. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 

LIVING:   
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QUESTION #1: Are there people you think are beyond God’s reach? Are you ever tempted to 

think that even God has given up on them? How can you correct this mistaken attitude?  

 When we reflect on our own salvation and our humble state as hardened believers, it should 

remind us that God can save anyone! 

 When we continually pray for their salvation it softens our hears and makes us more hopeful 

that God could save them yet. 

 

QUESTION #2: Why do we often get “used to” the unbelief of people we know? Why might we 

stop grieving over their hardened hearts? How can this passage help us not give up on them?  

 We don’t like to be confrontational.  It is hard to keep sharing the message of Christ with them. 

 We might begin to think that they are set in their ways and they could never change.   

 We stop grieving when we believe they are hardened beyond hope. 

 God will save Israel.  He will save His elect, whomever and wherever they are.  We must see that 

they are not too far gone for the power of the gospel to save them.   

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Who was the person with “beautiful feet” who shared the gospel message with you? Was it your 

parent, friend, teacher, pastor or someone else? How can you honor the person who led you to 

Christ? Consider praying for them, writing a note to let them know you appreciate them, or send a 

thoughtful gift to celebrate your friendship.  

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group about who the person who had “beautiful feet” in your life and how you 

showed appreciation to them. 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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NEW Follow Up Assignments:  

Does the gospel still apply to Jewish people? Is it right to try to win them (or Muslims and Hindus) to 

Christ? Do a web search for Christian organizations or Messianic Churches that reach out to Jewish 

people. Report to your group what you learn about these devoted believers. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


