
Essential Theology for Every Believer 

“What is the Bible?” 
 
 We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures , both Old and New Testaments, through the words 1

of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original 
writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every 

realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 
teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.  (Evangelical Free Church of 

America – Statement of Faith about the Bible) 
 

 
EXPLAIN 
 
I. God has ____________ to us.  

 
● Why do you have a cell phone?  Or a facebook account?  

 
● Why do you want to know other people and be known by them? 

 
 

● Do you think God is able to speak to us?  Why do you think He would want to?  What do you 
think the following verses say about why God speaks? 
 

“The rain and snow come down from the heavens and stay on the ground to water the earth. They 
cause the grain to grow, producing seed for the farmer and bread for the hungry. It is the same with 
my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it will 
prosper everywhere I send it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11 NLT) 

 
"But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day," says the LORD. "I 
will put my instructions deep within them, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, 
and they will be my people. 34 And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to 
teach their relatives, saying, 'You should know the LORD.' For everyone, from the least to the 
greatest, will know me already," says the LORD. "And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never 
again remember their sins." (Jeremiah 31:33-34 NLT) 

 
“I have hidden Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:11 NLT) 

 
 

 

II. God has primarily  spoken through the _________.  
 

God has also “spoken” in other ways: 

● Through _________ (Read Psalm 19:1-3)  

● Through our _________ (Read Romans 2:14-15  

1  “Scriptures” is another term for “Bible” or “Word of God” 
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These are known as “_________  revelation.”  God “reveals” some things about Himself, but 
only in “general” ways.  He does not reveal enough specific  information about Himself through 
these ways.  We need more “specific revelation” or “________ revelation”  to know Him more 
deeply.  

 
● Can you and I know how to be saved and enter into a personal relationship with God if God 

only spoke to you in the general ways above?  
 

● What does the Bible provide that these general revelations do not?  
 
 
III. What is the Bible Like? 

 
A. The Bible is all about __________.  

 
● Look at the following verse.  What is Jesus warning the religious leaders about?  Is He telling 

them not to read the Bible?  What is He telling them they should see when they do  read the 
Bible? 

 
"You search the Scriptures [the Bible] because you think they give you eternal life. But the 
Scriptures point to me! Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life. (John 5:39-40 NLT) 

 
 

● What would happen if we did not see Jesus and the good news about His forgiveness and 
grace in every part of the Bible?  How would you wrongly  interpret the following verses? 
How would you rightly  interpret these verses if you saw that they pointed to Jesus and His 
gospel? 

 
From the Old Testament: “But you must be blameless before the LORD your God.”  

(Deuteronomy 18:13 NLT) 
 

From the New Testament: “But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 
(Matthew 5:48 NLT) 

 
 

B. The Bible is ___________.  
 

● If the President of the United States told you he wanted you at the White House tomorrow to 
meet with you, what would you do? 

 
If you believe God is truly the creator and ruler of the universe, and of your life, then what He 
says will be the most important words you will ever hear in your life.  You will choose to 
follow the instructions God gives over any other “_______” you receive from other sources: 
books, “experts,” friends, family, or even your own thoughts. 

 
“We are to seek to trust the words of Scripture, for in doing so, we are seeking to trust God 
Himself. And we are to seek to obey the words of Scripture, for in doing so, we are seeking to obey 
God Himself.” (Christian Beliefs , Grudem, 16). 
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C. The Bible is ___________.  
 

● If the words of the Bible were written down by men , how can we say they are from God and 
therefore more authoritative than any other words?  What do the verses below say about 
this? 

 
“Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet's own 
understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and 
they spoke from God.” (2 Peter 1:20-21 NLT) 

 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is 
wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.” (2 Timothy 
3:16 NLT) 

 
 

Every word of the Bible in its original Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek was decided by God to be the 
______ word He intended the human writers to use. 

 
D. The Bible is ___________.  
 

Inerrancy means the Bible is perfect, without any _______.  The God of the universe will not 
speak falsely or lie.  Therefore, His Word  contains no falsehoods or errors. 

 
“For you are God, O Sovereign LORD. Your words are truth…” (2 Samuel 7:28a NLT) 

 
“…Your word is truth.” (John 17:17b NIV) 

 
“The truth of the Scriptures does not demand that the Bible report events with exact, scientific 
detail (though all the details it does report are true).  Nor does it demand that the Bible tell us 
everything we need to know or ever could know about a subject.  It never makes either of these 
claims…the Bible does not, in its original form, affirm anything contrary to fact.” (Christian Beliefs , 
Grudem, 15). 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
What if you think you see a contradiction in the Bible? 

 
“We should first dig deeply into our Bible to see if what appears to be an error is, in fact, not an 
error once we have examined it more closely.  In the end, it is perfectly reasonable to say that we 
do not have an answer for every question we may have, though we may as we learn more, or when 
we get to heaven and get the final word on everything.  The kind of humility that [automatically] 
assumes that when we do not understand or initially disagree with Scripture that we, and not  the 
Bible, are in error is essential to truly Christian study [of Scripture].” (Doctrine , Driscoll & Breshears, 
59). 

3 
 



 

E. The Bible is ___________. 
 

● Do you immediately understand everything you read in the Bible?  Why do you think we 
don’t? 

 
“The Bible is written in such a way that all things necessary to become a Christian, live as a 
Christian, and grow as a Christian are clear.” (Christian Beliefs , Grudem, 16). 

 

The clarity of Scripture does not mean we understand everything _______.  We may not 
understand every word or concept of Scripture even when we understand the basic subject 
matter.  This does not mean the Holy Spirit wrote unclearly, but that we are either incorrectly 
interpreting a passage due to our own sinful deception or there is information we are not able 
to know.  We must realize there are truths God has not chosen to reveal to us (Deuteronomy 
29:29).  Teachers can help give us greater precision in understanding Scripture, but they 
cannot make it clearer.  Scripture is completely clear in and of itself. 

 
F. The Bible is ___________.  

 
Scripture is absolutely necessary for Christianity to exist.  Without Scripture there is no true 
knowledge of God leading to salvation and no divine wisdom leading to godly living for the 
people of God. 
 
 

G. The Bible is ___________. 
 

● Can counsel from a friend, psychologist, psychiatrist, support group, expert or book give us 
new information (that the Scripture does not have) about how to change and live our lives 
God’s way?  What do the following verses say about that? 
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 
Timothy 3:16-17 NIV) 

 
“By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received 
all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous 
glory and excellence.” (2 Peter 1:3 NLT) 

 

Nothing except   _________ should be allowed to determine doctrine and instruct us on 
living the Christian life.  No “expert,” talk show host, new research or psychological 
assessment are needed to complete Scripture.  They do not fill in a supposed “gap” where 
Scripture was missing truth about how to change and become more like Jesus in our daily 
lives.  Scripture stands _______ as completely sufficient to guide us into matters of faith and 
practice.  

 
IV. How Do We Understand the Bible? 

 
A. _______ for God the Holy Spirit to guide us in our understanding of the __________ of the 

Scripture we are reading (John 16:13). 
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● Should we come up with our own personal meaning for what we read in Scripture, or does 

God have a specific meaning He is trying to communicate to us? 
 
 

B. _______ the details of the passage.  
 

Observations are the  _______ to finding out God’s meaning in a passage. 
 
● Who :  who is acting, speaking or receiving these actions 
● What :  what is being said or acted out; what are the specific words and their definitions 
● When : when are these things occurring (in time of day; in timeline of Scripture, etc.) 
● Where :  where are these things taking place 
● Why :  why is the action or speaking happening 
● Wherefore (“so what”) : what is the ultimate result?  Why do you think God recorded 

these words and activities?  
 

C. _______ God’s meaning in the passage. 
 

Interpretation is the __________ of our understanding of God’s meaning in a passage. 
 
Some keys to good interpretation (from Living by the Book , Hendricks and Hendricks): 
 
● Content :  do you know the details of your text well (observations)? 

 
● Context :  what is the context of the passage in the paragraph, chapter and book? 

 
○ NOTE:  don’t miss the “therefores”!  Always ask “What is the ‘therefore’ there 

for? 
 

○ Example:  
■ “Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your 

calling...” (Ephesians 4:1a NLT) 
 

■ Paul is calling us to lead a life worthy of our calling as Christians.  The 
“therefore” helps us to understand why.  So we look at the preceding 
verses in chapter 3 to see why he wants us to live such a life. 

 
● Comparison : look at what other passages of Scripture say about the same topic your 

passage is about (Scripture will be consistent with itself). 
 

● Culture:  what are the cultural and historical details of the time period the passage was 
written in?  (this will help to clarify details that we would not immediately understand in 
our culture) 

 
● Consultation : use helpful reference books like Bible Dictionaries, Concordances, 

Handbooks, Atlases, Commentaries, etc.  [Talk to Pastor Jason if you are interested and 
he can point you in the right direction to get started .] 
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D. _______ God’s meaning in the passage to the thoughts, decisions and actions of your daily 

life. 
 
Application is the __________ of living out God’s meaning in a passage. 
 
Some questions to ask in developing applications for your life (from Living by the Book, 
Hendricks & Hendricks): 
 
● Is there an example for me to follow? 

 
● Is there a sin to avoid and turn away from (repent)? 

 
● Is there a promise to claim and think upon? 

 
● Is there a prayer for me to pray? 

 
● Is there a command to obey? 

 
● Is there a false thought or belief to be aware of? 

 
● Is the good news of grace through Jesus Christ - that I cannot perform better in order to 

be loved more by God – ensuring that my application is not driven by legalism but by 
God’s love? 

 
We must know the Bible well TODAY so we know how to make godly decisions well TOMORROW! 
 
 
DISCUSS & APPLY 
 

● What prevents people (yourself included) from reading and studying God’s Word?  
 
 

● Are you interested in getting into the Bible more often?  How will you go about making this 
happen? 
 
 

● Why do you think people struggle to trust that whatever God’s Word says is the best thing for 
their life?  
 
 

● Do you believe God’s Word is the best and final authority on what is good for your life?  Why 
or why not?  Do you believe God’s Word will faithfully and perfectly address all your deepest 
struggles and concerns in life?  Why or why not?  
 

 
FOLLOW UP 
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1. Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17  five to ten times through.  
● Make observations 
● Interpret what you think God’s meaning in the passage is.  What is God saying? 
● Make some applications for how you can think and act differently this week based on  

 
2. Suggested:  read pages 13-20 of Christian Beliefs . 
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