
Essential Theology for Every Believer 

“The Afterlife: Heaven & Hell” 

 
“We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of 

Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, 
motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.” (Evangelical Free 

Church of America – Statement of Faith about Christ’s Return) 
 

“We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him in 
repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead bodily and 

judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious punishment and the 
believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the 

praise of His glorious grace. Amen.” (Evangelical Free Church of America – Statement of Faith about 
Response and Eternal Destiny) 

 
I. Importance of this Doctrine:  How it Renews the Mind and Motivates Christian Living 

 
Read Colossians 3:1-6. 

 
 

A. Our Problem:  We all seek the ________ ________, but in the wrong place.  We pursue 
happiness in this life as our highest end. 

 
B. The Consequences:  What happens when we try to make this life into the “Good Life?”  

 
● Your ________ in God will diminish.  You will expect God to give you the “good life” 

now.  When He doesn’t, you will think He is not good and you will begin to entrust your 
life to Him less and less.  Look at how Satan tempts Eve in Genesis 3:1-5.  
 

● Your faith will be transferred little by little from God to false gods (______).  You will 
long to make “good things” into “god things” in a futile effort to create the “good life” 
here on earth through some other means than the true God. 

 
● You will fall into varying types of sin in this effort to create the good life on earth. 

 
 
 
 

C. How renewed thinking on the afterlife can help us: 
 

● We need to see that the Good Life can only be had in the __________.  
 

The example of Paul:  see 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 
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● In order to keep our minds clear, we should start calling our current life the ________ 
______ and remember it will never be the Good Life!  

 
● We need to remain sober to the ______________ of pursuing the Good Life here in the 

Garden, instead of pursuing God.  If we seek first the “Kingdom” of the Good Life instead 
of the Kingdom of the God of Life, your eternal inheritance will be one of continual loss 
and unsatisfied longing.  This will be coupled with the deeply devastating knowledge 
that you can never receive the satisfaction of the Good Life because you are eternally 
separated from the One who can grant it.  This is what turns eternal life into eternal 
________ for those who reject God. 

 
“For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will 
be taken away.” (Mark 4:25) 
 
“Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 
(Matthew 6:33) 

 
● We need to spend more time focusing our attention on the Good Life to come.  We need 

more ____________ about this life to be motivated into seeking and serving God above 
all else. 

 
 

II. The Doctrine of Things to Come: What Does God Want Us to Know? 
 
A. Jesus is ___________ soon. 

 
● Personally:  

● Jesus Himself will come back at the 2nd Coming.  (Mt. 24:44; John 14:3; Acts 
1:11; 1 Thess. 4:16; Heb. 9:28; Jam. 5:8; 1 John 3:2; Rev. 22:20). 

 
“This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.”  - Acts 1:11 

 
● This corrects ________  theology’s insistence that only the “spirit of Christ” in 

the form of His teachings and lifestyle will gradually permeate culture. 
 

● Bodily: 
● Jesus will return in the ________ at the 2nd Coming.  (Same verses as above. 

Also, Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Tim. 2:5; John 20:27). 
● This combats ancient Docetism that believes Jesus was merely spirit and only 

appeared to be in the flesh.  
 

● Premillennial: 
● The EFCA believes Jesus will return _________ the millennium period. 
● There are other biblically-legitimate positions (amillennialism and 

postmillennialism).  
● Revelation 20 is the key chapter for the premillennial position. 
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B. What will happen at His coming? 
 

● ________ will be seen before His Coming (Mt. 24:15-22; Mk. 13:10-27; 2 Thess. 2:1-10; 
Rom. 11:23-32) 

 
● We don’t know when all these signs will be accomplished and how fast it may 

take.  
 

● This leaves us in a state of “__________.”  We do not want to grow complacent 
in our longing for His return and the “energetic mission” that naturally 
accompanies such longing. 
 

● It is good to remember this teaching of Jesus:  
“But concerning that day and hour [2nd Coming], no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only...Therefore, stay awake, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming...Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matt. 
24:36, 42, 44). 
 

● The “_________”: In Premillennialism, living believers will be taken up to Heaven to be 
with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:17).  They will come back to reign with Christ during the 
Millennium when Christ comes back (Rev. 20:4, 6). 

 
● The dead will be _________ bodily: 

 
● ___________  who have died throughout history will rise from the dead prior 

to the Millennium (1 Thess. 4:16; Rev. 20:4-6).  
 

● ___________ who died throughout history will rise from the dead at the end of 
the Millennium (Rev. 20:5-6, 12-13). 
 

● We will not be “spirit beings” but will still have a body.  It will be a different, 
“glorified” body, but we will still have physical existence (Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 
15:35-49). 
 

● All humans will be _______ : 
 

● Believers will not face the Judgment for sin.  However, their actions for Christ 
will be analyzed by Him at the _________ _______ of Christ.  
 
“For we must all appear before the Judgement Seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” (2 Cor. 5:10) 
 
“Each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.  If the work 
that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward.  If anyone’s 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through 
fire.” (1 Cor. 3:13-15)  
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“For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, ‘As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.’  So then each of 
us will give an account of himself to God.”  (Rom. 14:10b-12) 

 
● There will be __________ in Heaven given to us based on what we did in this 

life for God’s Kingdom.  (Matthew 6:19-21; 1 Corinthians 3:12-15; Luke 
19:17-19)  [NOTE:  but all glory will go to God and we will rejoice together 
because we will all realize that it was only by the gracious salvation through the 
work of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit that we could do anything for 
God.  (Phil. 2:13; Rev. 4:10-11; Zech. 4:6; 2 Cor. 12:9; 1 Cor. 12:26-27) 
 

● Unbelievers will face the ______ _______ _______ Judgment.  On behalf of His 
Father, Jesus will sentence every person who is not written in the Book of Life 
to spend eternity in the Lake of Fire. They are condemned by their own sin 
because they did not allow Jesus to be condemned for their sin on their behalf 
(Rev. 20:11-15; Matt. 25:41; Acts 17:31).  
 

● The unbeliever will be sentenced to ________ , _________ punishment 
● Some passages supporting this belief: 

 
Eternal: 
“Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” - 
Jesus (Matt. 25:41) .  
 
“Where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched” - Jesus (Mark 9:43, 48). 
 
“And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever” (Rev. 14:11) . 
 

Conscious: 
“And they will have no rest, day or night… ” (Rev. 14:11). 
 
“Warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment” - Lazarus, spoken from Hades 
(Luke 16:28).  
 
“There men will weep and gnash their teeth” - Jesus (Matt. 25:30). 

 
● This corrects a view called “_____________”.  This view believes God will 

completely take existence away from the wicked after a short period of 
suffering for their sins, or perhaps, after no period of suffering.  
 

● There will be _________ of punishment in Hell (Luke 12:47-48; Rev. 20:12-13; 
Matt. 11:21-24) 
 
“Sin against the Creator is heinous to a degree utterly beyond our sin-warped 
imaginations’ ability to conceive of...Who would have the temerity to suggest 
to God what the punishment...should be?” -  David Kingdon (see Rom. 9:14-23; 
11:33-36). 

 
● Our only proper response to the doctrine of Hell: 
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“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!...To him be 
glory forever. Amen.” (Romans 11:33, 36b)  
 
“My heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.” 
(Romans 10:1)” 
 

● The believer will be given the Good Life with God forever!! 
 

“And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has 
the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 
John 5:11-13 ESV) 
 
“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11 ESV) 

 
C. What will Heaven be like? 

● Heaven is a ________ place  (Acts 1:9, 11; John 14:2) 
 
● Heaven is “the place where God most fully makes known His presence to bless .” - Wayne 

Grudem (Rev. 21:3) 
 
● The current universe will be completely _________ by fire (2 Peter 3:10-13; Rev. 21:1). 

But God will replace them with a new universe: new heavens and a new earth (2 Peter 
3:13; Rev. 21:1).  

 
● The New Creation will be ________ to the Old Creation that was destroyed at the Final 

Judgment, but it will be completely free of brokenness, sin, pain, death and tears. (Rom. 
8:19-21; Rev. 21:4-5)  This makes it very likely that we will be doing a lot of the same 
things we do now.  However, in the New Creation, we will have no troubles as we do 
daily life.  And we will have no existential angst.  We will all know our purpose, to glorify 
God, and we will never be distracted from it (Heb. 8:10-11).  And this will bring a fullness 
of joy, moment by moment, that we have not yet fully experienced in this broken life.  

 
D. How do we get into Heaven? 

● ________  that Jesus is the Lord and controller of your life (i.e., submission) 
 
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9 ESV) 

 
● ________ of your sins to God (i.e., repentance) 

 
“And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38 ESV) 
 

● ________ that Jesus’ death and resurrection paid the penalty of judgment for those sins 
(i.e., faith) 
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"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 ESV) 

 
● Be willing to ________ Jesus in whatever He calls you to do from His Word* (i.e., 

obedience) 
   *This does not mean true Christians will not sometimes fail to obey Jesus’ commands. But after seeking 
forgiveness (1 John 1:9), they get back up to follow Jesus again. 

 
“Then Jesus told his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24 ESV) 

 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 

1. Join a LIFE Group!!  Take the truths that you have learned and apply it to real life in 
community with others.  We need each other to be reminded of the Good Life to come and 
how we are to respond in light of this eternal hope!  

 
2. Take another LIFE University class!  Don’t let the learning you have received in this class 

stop.  Look for the upcoming Catalog to see all the classes beginning in the Fall. 
 

3. Share the hope of the Gospel with those around you.  Heaven and Hell are real.  We want 
everyone we meet to be saved! 
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