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“We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. In 
union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God and under His 
wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed.” 
(EFCA Statement of Faith about the human condition) 
 
“We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two natures. 
Jesus-Israel’s promised Messiah-was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and Advocate.” (EFCA Statement of Faith 
about the nature of Jesus Christ) 
 
“We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the cross as the 
perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the 
only ground for salvation.” (EFCA Statement of Faith about the work of Christ) 
 
 
Introduction –  

 How long attending and when come to Christ? 

 Read above paragraphs 
  

 The Doctrine of Salvation is both simple and complex. 
John 3:16 
Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so 
God becoming a man (Trinity) 
 
 

 It’s essential to be able to explain the gospel of salvation accurately and clearly. 
I Peter 3:15 

 

 The two topics for our class today are election and justification. 
There are many other topics we could talk about 

 

 Handout on the “Order of Salvation.” 
“I am a great sinner and Christ is a great Savior!” John Newton in movie Amazing Grace 

 
Election 
 
God, before the foundation of the world, chose to make certain individuals the objects of His unmerited 
favor or special grace. These individuals from every tribe, tongue and nation were chosen by God for 
adoption, not because of anything they would do but because of His sovereign will. God could have 
chosen to save all people (He certainly has the power and authority to do so), and He could have chosen 
to save no one (He is under no obligation to save anyone). He instead chose to save some and leave 
others to the consequences of their sin. 
 
Election is s a difficult doctrine by anybody’s standard, but since it’s a scriptural doctrine we cannot 
dodge it. And it’s a doctrine that is inseparably connected with the doctrine of salvation. 
 
The concept of election must be rooted in the character of God. In other words, election, as everything 
God does is in complete harmony with His character. This means: 
 



 Election is __________(loving). Ephesians 1:4-5 Are you convinced election is loving? 
 

 His elective purpose originated in ___________ (eternity)   ____________(past). Ephesians 1:4-5 
 

 Election ultimately ____________ (glorifies) God. Ephesians 1:12-14 How does it glorify God? 
 

 
Scriptural Basis for Election 
 
Some of the principal passages that speak of election in the New Testament are: 

 Mark 13:20 

 Romans 8:29-30 

 Romans 9:10-16 

 Galatians 1:15-16 

 Ephesians 1:3-11 

 I Thessalonians 1:4 

 Revelation 17:8 
 
Many things in these passages are not easy, but if we can begin to believe them (even if we don’t fully 
understand), then we are beginning to see election from God’s viewpoint. 
 
 
The Outworking of Election 
 
Clearly there are people who have been ____________(chosen). Acts 13:48 other examples? 
 
Election does not eliminate _____________(human)    _____________(responsibility). People everyone  
are commanded to _____________(repent) . Acts 17:30) 
 
A result of election is a people who do ___________ (good)    _____________(works). Ephesians 2:10 
 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 How does your understanding of election cause you to rejoice?  
 

 What troubles you about it?  
 

 How does your understand of election impact your attitude toward evangelism? 
2 Timothy 2:10 
Impact what you pray? 

 
 
Justification 
 
A right understanding of justification is absolutely critical to the Christian faith. It may be defined as 
follows: “Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God in which he (1) sees our sins as forgiven and 
Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in his sight. 
 
Justification by faith is what separates biblical Christianity from all other belief systems. In every religion, 
and some branches of Christianity, humans are attempting to work their way to God. Only in biblical 
Christianity are humans saved as a result of grace through faith. Justification is a completed work of God 



and it’s instantaneous as opposed to sanctification, which is an ongoing process of becoming more like 
Christ. 
 
 
Scriptural Basis for Justification 
 
Some of the principal passages that speak of justification in the New Testament are: 

 Romans 3:20-28 

 Romans 8:1 

 Romans 8:30 

 Galatians 2:16-21 

 Galatians 3:24-26 
 
 
The Outworking of Justification 
 
God declares us to be ___________(just) in His sight. (Romans 5:1) God said it! I believe it! That settles 
it! 
 
Imputation of ____________(Christ’s)    ____________(righteousness) is the other part of justification.    
(2 Corinthians 5:21) When God looks at you what does He see? 
 
Justification comes to us entirely by __________(God’s)    _____________(grace). (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
otherwise we would boast 
 
Forgiveness of ___________(past)   ___________(sins) is one part of justification. (Colossians 2:13-14) 
Paid in Full stamp. What are the implications of knowing all of our sins are forgiven? 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 

 How does your understanding of justification cause you to rejoice?  
 

 What troubles you about it?  
 

 How does your understanding of justification impact your attitude toward evangelism? 
I Corinthians 9:16 – high privilege and high responsibility 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 – We have been entrusted with the greatest story ever told. 

Point to Ponder: “I don’t want to underestimate my sinfulness, or underestimate God’s grace.” 
“But where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (Romans 5:20). 
 
 
Next Week: Sanctification  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 


