
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“TRIUMPH AND FINAL JUDGMENT”  

REVELATION 19:11-20:15 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

God will ultimately defeat and destroy all enemies and the Lamb will reign with His saints.  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Let us hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils vivid pictures of invisible 
realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled church to fortify Christians 
against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    
 
Question #1: Why are we so interested in the future? When have you wondered what the future holds for you 
and those you love? Randy asked and answered three questions related to Revelation’s view of the future. 
Did you agree or disagree? Why?   

 

The future is all we think about, even if not always consciously.  It is either the source of our greatest internal 
peace or our greatest unrest.  For example, our anxieties exist because of our fixation on potentially negative 
future outcomes for us and those we love.  But if we know the outcome is good through Christ, we can have 
peace. 
 
TIP:  As you discuss the different opinions about Revelation’s view of the future, make sure you do three 
things: 

 Do not dogmatically assert your own opinion. 
 Do not allow any disparaging remarks stand.  If someone criticizes another person for holding a 
different view, stop the dialogue and remind the group about Randy’s discussion about the three 
theologians (they all love Jesus and have completely different views about Revelation’s view of the future). 
 Explain that God apparently intended to not allow us to fully grasp all the meaning of Revelation and 
its view of the future.  This is not because God can’t speak clearly!  No, it is about God changing us.  Have 
your group reflect on the thought that maybe God made Revelation unclear because He wants all believers 
to change from being prideful and divisive to being people who know how to humbly unite around the one 
thing that is clear:  the supremacy of Jesus Christ!   

 
Question #2: Read Revelation 19:6-10. Who is the bride of Christ and how does the bride feel about the 
bridegroom? Read more about the groom in Revelation 19:11-16. How does this description of Jesus 
compare with your image of Him from the Gospels? What do we learn from this revelation of Jesus? 
 

The bride is the Church, God’s people.  The bride is overjoyed at the presence of the groom. 
Jesus in the gospels comes to save by spilling His blood for us as the sacrificial Lamb.  Jesus in Revelation comes to 
judge by spilling the blood of the wicked as the holy warrior.       



UNDERSTANDING 

Question #1:  Read Revelation 16:12-16 and then 19:17-21. Are these two battles the same? Who is gathered 
for war? How are these armies defeated? 
 

In light of the fact that Revelation seems to cyclically describe the same events in different ways throughout the 
book, it appears that these two battles are the same.  Both passages describe the final battle, Armageddon, before 
the millennium period (described in Rev. 20).  The kings from the east (likely symbolic reference to the kings of 
the world system in rebellion against God - 16:12, 14; 19:19), the beast, the false prophet, the three demonic 
spirits sent to gather the kings, and the vast armies of the kings are all gathered for war.  Jesus destroys these 
enemies with His word (sharp sword from His mouth - Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12).  Just like the world was created by 
the word of God (Gen. 1; John 1), the world will be destroyed with the word of God.  Jesus will bring a word of 
judgment that will bring the wrath of God against the enemy armies. 
 

Question #2:  Read Revelation 20:1-10 which describes the 1000-year reign of Christ. Why is Satan bound, 
and by whom? What did his temporary binding accomplish? What is the “first resurrection” and the “second 
death”? Why do you think Satan will try to deceive the nations one more time? What is the final fate of the 
beast, false prophet and Satan? What does this mean for the spiritual battle you fight every day? 
 

NOTE:  Revelation 20 is one of the most debated passages in Scripture.  The three main interpretive views can be 
summarized in this way: 

 Millennium = 1,000 year period (either literally or figuratively) 
 Postmillennialism:  Christ will return after (post) the Millennium.  This view believes we will enter into 
the millennium because of increased dominance of the Christian faith throughout the world.  Things will get 
continually better and then the resurrection and last judgment will occur. 
 Amillennialism:  the Millennium is simply a symbolic way to describe the entire period between Christ’s 
resurrection and the final resurrection and last judgment.  There is no literal 1,000 year period, thus the 
“a” (meaning absence of/no) on the front of the world “millennial.”  Christ has already conquered Satan.  He is 
already reigning with Christians who have died throughout church history.  The Millennium period will end at 
the final resurrection and last judgment.   
 Premillennialism:  Christ will return before (pre) the Millennium.  In most types of premillennialism, the 
world will get more volatile and rebellious towards God.  A great Tribulation will happen and then Christ will 
return to usher in an 1,000 year period of peace while Satan is imprisoned and the saints rule with 
Christ.  After this Millennial period, Satan will be released to attempt one final coup and Christ will destroy evil 
forever at the last judgment.   

 

Satan is imprisoned so he will not be able to deceive the nations until after the 1,000 year period (20:3).  From the 
Garden of Eden he has specialized in giving false counsel to people so they might believe God is not good and 
would be tempted to turn from Him to worship idols.  This deception will stop.  It appears the rule of Christ with 
His saints and the absence of Satan’s deception creates an ordered world unlike anything we have ever seen 
before in history (20:6). 
 

The first resurrection:  all believers in Christ share in this resurrection.  It gives believers the same indestructible 
life that Jesus has (Heb. 7:16).  They will never experience eternal death.  The second death:  this is eternal 
death.  Those who reject Christ will be raised from the dead but only to be cast into a place of eternal, conscious 
torment.  In some mysterious way, the second death is a never-ending life that is marked by the continual 
experience of the horrors of death.   
 

There is much we do not understand about why God would allow Satan to deceive the nations one final time.  It 
may be that God is being gracious to allow every human being yet another chance to repent and believe the 
gospel.  He gives them one final opportunity to turn from Satan and submit to Christ.  Satan, the beast, and the 
false prophet are all thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur to be tormented day and night forever.  This 
understanding of the final judgment of our greatest enemies (including Death and Hades - 20:14), should give us 
encouragement and enable us to endure the struggles we face in this life.  The battle will be over one day.  Christ 
will be the victor and we experience ultimate peace. 



UNDERSTANDING (continued) 

(From Living Section):  Question #1:  In light of Judgment Day, how can we be sure our name is in the book 
of life and that we are ready for it? Reading John 5:24 and Ephesians 2:8-10, how can we be sure we know 
Christ? 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like their names may not be found in the book of life at the 
final judgment.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have 
rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty 
of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear 
the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life 
by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the 
group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have 
group members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things 
if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

Talk with your group: Are you a citizen of “Babylon” or a citizen of heaven? If you are a citizen of heaven, have 
you given in to the current culture’s anti-God bias in any subtle ways? Take time for silent prayer and ask God to 
reveal things in your life that keep you from Him. 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Have your people share reflections on last week’s question (see above).   
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

Assignment: Read EFCA Statement #9 aloud: We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed 

hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission. How does the Second Coming of 
Christ affect the way you worship Him today? How will this motivate us to “godly living, sacrificial service and 
energetic mission? Close with prayer for each other’s needs and that God’s final judgment will motivate us to 
share the gospel with urgency. 

1. Don’t Forget:  BAPTISMS are coming up soon!  Let your people know to contact me! 
2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
4. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 
5. Will you and your group serve one of the needs in our congregation I emailed you about last week? 

NEXT STEPS 

Question #3:  Read Revelation 20:11-15. What is happening in this scene? What does it say about human 
nature? What is the result of the rebellion? How should we live, in light of verse 15? 
 

God is putting all things right.  All loose ends will be tied up.  All the enemies of God and His people will be caught 
in this roundup.  God is bringing about the end of the story of the world.  Death and Hades and the people within 
them who reject Christ will be cast into the lake of fire.  This shows human beings are eternal beings.  It also 
shows that there will be some who still reject Christ even after all the many opportunities He gave to them to re-
pent.  Verse 15 is a chilling verse.  Perhaps one of the most frightening verse in all of Scripture.  We need to make 
sure we are depending on Christ alone for our salvation.   

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

Question #2:  How can looking forward to the 1000-year-reign of Christ help us make it through difficult 
days? How can we encourage one another this week in our battle with sin and remembering our true iden-
tity?  


