
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“BABYLON AND THE VICTORIOUS WARRIOR” 
REVELATION 17:1-19:10  

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Though our world’s attractions are seductive, Christ followers are called to worship God and be prepared for the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.  
SERIES OVERVIEW:   Let us hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils vivid pictures of invisible 
realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled church to fortify Christians 
against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    
 The Woman:   she is Babylon, which represents Rome at the time of the writing of Revelation, but can refer 
symbolically to any kingdom that sets itself against the Kingdom of God.   She is influential in her leading others 
astray into sexual rebellion in their defiance against God.  She is also influential in her ability to make others 
financially prosperous (chapter 18).   
 The Vision:  the vision appears to refer specifically to Rome.  This city was situated on seven hills.  The 
woman, Babylon/Rome, will be destroyed by Christ.        

Question #1:  Heaven rejoices at seeing more of God’s perfect attributes.  His justice and wrath demonstrate His 
goodness.  He does not let evil continue to afflict His people.  The earth-dwellers (those opposed to God), weep 
because the power that symbolized their ability to reject God and live life they way they want to has now been 
toppled.  Like the Tower of Babel before them, Babylon has fallen and all rejectors of God are left naked and 
ashamed.   
Question #2:  We all should worship God simply because He is God.  He is the Creator.  He is the ultimate authori-
ty.  But it is our salvation in Christ that allows us to finally recognize this supreme worth of God.  It is His act of 
redeeming us from slavery that finally causes us to see Him as worthy of our worship.  Our salvation and redemp-
tion was won for us at the cross of Christ, but will ultimately be seen at the end of all things when God brings final 
judgment against our greatest enemies of sin, the devil, and death (and all those who have aligned themselves 
with these enemies).  This judgment is our salvation.  God is redeeming us out of all our troubles and bringing us 
into His eternal joy (Psalm 34:15-22).   
Question #3:  The Bride is the people of God...those redeemed by the blood of Christ, the Lamb.  The Prostitute 
and the Beast have a hate-filled relationship (17:16).  The use and abuse each other for their own selfish 
gain.  The Beast woos unbelievers into a relationship in order to destroy them.  Christ is the exact opposite with 
His Bride.  Unlike Satan who uses unbelievers and does not make a covenant commitment to them, Jesus commits 
Himself eternally to believers.  Where Satan seeks to selfishly use unbelievers for his ends, Jesus seeks to serve 
believers and selflessly sacrifices for them.   
 The Bride is to make herself ready for Christ by being pure.  She is to be obedient to His commands by 
acting righteously (19:8).  Christ has given His life for us and defeated all of our enemies so that we might be 
saved.  We must reciprocate with complete devotion to Him.  We must worship Him alone (19:10).  

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Talk with your group: What has surprised you about God in Revelation? How would you ex-
plain the necessity of these plagues to someone who is not a Christian? Why not role play a witnessing situation 
and talk about how to respond to questions from non-Christian friends? 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Role play a witnessing situation in your group (see above).   
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: Talk with your group: Are you a citizen of “Babylon” or a citizen of heaven? If you are a citi-
zen of heaven, have you given in to the current culture’s anti-God bias in any subtle ways? Take time for silent 
prayer and ask God to reveal things in your life that keep you from Him.  

1. Don’t Forget:  BAPTISMS are coming up soon!  Let your people know to contact me! 
2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
4. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

NEXT STEPS 


