
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“HOLD ON!”  
REVELATION 3:7-13 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Jesus is pleased when we are faithful to Him in our obedience and witness in spite of being despised by the 
world around us.  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    

 

Question #1:   In ancient Israel, stewards were appointed in the house of the kings that came from the line of Da-
vid.  These stewards would wear this key on their shoulder as a symbol that they alone had the authority to give 
access or deny access to those wishing to enter the presence of the king.  In Isaiah, we see one such steward, Eli-
akim, referred to in a way that points to Jesus Christ 

This statement about Jesus would have been encouraging to the Philadelphians, a people who felt ostracized and 
shut out from the rest of society...people who felt insignificant and small.  Jesus is telling them that He is for them, 
and He is the one who can open up the door of the Kingdom of God for them even though they have been shut out 
from the world.  
 

Question #2:   The Philadelphian Church was afflicted by Jews and false believers who were evidently telling 
them that Christ-followers were not loved by God.  They were lying to the believers and telling them that God on-
ly favored the Jews.  The world wants us to feel the same way.  They want us to feel like we are not a favored peo-
ple.  When someone makes fun of your faith, they want you to know that you are a fool.  That you have taken a 
wrong course.  That God does not exist or that He does not approve of your faith.  Perhaps you have had family 
members or co-workers think this way about you. 
Jesus says very plainly that ONE DAY, these persecutors will see reality.  They will see Jesus as King in the end 
day.  And they will see that Jesus favored His faithful followers...and they will be forced to bow down to us out of 
respect and admittance that they were wrong.  It is encouraging to know that we will be vindicated in the 
End.  Those who bullied us because we followed Christ, will be humbled and quieted in the presence of our Lord 
who loves us. 
 

Question #3:  The Pillar:  the Temple of God is in Heaven.  It is Christ Himself.  Jesus is the only place where a sac-
rifice can make Man right with God.  Jesus was the sacrifice.  He reconciles us back into a relationship with God 
the Father.  We are permitted to enter the Temple:  the place of the very presence of God.  And more than that, we 
are a part of this Temple because we are a member of the Body of Christ, the Church.   
The Names:  And we get names written upon us?  What does this mean?  It means we belong.  The door of the 
Kingdom of God is opened to us and we enter in through Christ.  And therefore, God marks us with His name.  We 
belong to Him. 

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: What will you take from this passage that you can apply to your life this week? 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Have people share about how they applied the text last week.   
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: Resolve to do three things:  1.) Pick one person you will share about Christ with this week 
and tell your group to pray.  2.) Take the “Cross Challenge” and conclude this with holding a cross for the “Carry 
the Cross” event on March 26th (see program about these).  3.) Start getting equipped to faithfully proclaim 
Christ by attending Jeremy Seifert’s Evangelism Class on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. (see LIFE University information 
about this). 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Consider getting your entire LIFE Group to participate in the March 26th Carry the Cross event this year! 
3.    Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 

NEXT STEPS 

And we are supernatural-born citizens of His Kingdom City...the New Jerusalem.  The New Zion.  Just as it was 
prophesied about us back in the Old Testament in Psalm 87.  Our citizenship will never be revoked. 
And we get the name of Christ written on us.  It is the new name He got when He conquered sin, and death, and 

Hell at His death and resurrection.  The name that is above every name.  

UNDERSTANDING (continued) 


