
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“DEAD MEN WALKING”  
REVELATION 3:1-6 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Christ calls His people to ‘wake up’ and walk worthy in the new life they’ve been given.  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Most importantly to this series, you 
will begin to understand their views on church membership.  Use these connecting questions to understand and 
diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 

Question #1: Discuss with group. 
Question #2:  Being ‘born again’ means to be ‘regenerated’.  A person is not saved by simply parroting the words: 
“I repent of my sins and believe in Jesus Christ for my salvation.”  A person must first have a new heart given to 
them that allows them to truly want to repent of their sin and turn toward Christ in belief and obedience.  The 
giving of a new, believing heart from God is called ‘regeneration.’  Look at these verses:  Ezek. 36:23-27; 2 Cor. 
5:17; Eph. 2:8-10.  

Question #1:   A ‘tolerant’ church that lives comfortably with secular unbelievers and adherents to false religions 
will be accepted by the culture.  The world will bestow upon them a ‘good reputation.’  Churches can be involved 
in many acts of service to the community as well, but if they are not willing to stand up for true faith in Jesus, they 
have a good worldly reputation that is worth nothing in the eyes of Christ.  A true church must proclaim that Je-
sus is the only way of salvation and that obedience to Him is required of all who say they truly believe in Him.  
 

Question #2:   They must remember and keep the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 3).  The gospel teaches 
that we must genuinely repent of our sin by turning from it and turning toward Christ alone for our forgiveness 
and salvation.  It also teaches that we must follow Him into a life of obedience to His commands once we are truly 
regenerated and saved.  The church needs to repent of their failure to keep the faith and commands of 
Christ.  This is a daily experience because every day we are lured away from the faith and obedience by our temp-
tation to sin.  We must run to the cross in repentance and faith every day!  
 

Question #3:  See “CONNECTING” question #2 answers above. 
Question #4:  We are granted purity, perseverance, and proclamation.  Those who truly desire to follow Christ in 
repentance and faith will be washed completely clean by the blood of Christ.  We will be made pure and holy in 
the sight of God forever.  They will also be made, by the faithful power of God, to persevere in their faith and obe-
dience until they enter into the glorious presence of God in Heaven.  They are guaranteed a place in the Book of 
Life.  Finally, their names will be proclaimed by Jesus to the Father when they enter into His presence in Heav-
en.  If we persevere in keeping the faith by being willing to obediently stand for Jesus no matter what persecution 
comes, Jesus will stand up for us on the Day of Judgment.  He will present us spotless before the Father.  

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

Question #1:  The greatest challenge is to our comfort.  When we confess Christ as the only way of salvation...the 
only King and Lord and Savior...the world will hate us.  They will ridicule us and take privileges away from 
us.  They will even try to kill us.  We are so afraid of losing our comfortable ‘good reputations’ and the ‘blessings’ 
that comes with it, that we are tempted to not confess Christ to the world around us.   
 

Question #2:  We can fall in love with the world and its pleasures.  It is much easier to be distracted by self-
loving entertainment than to discipline ourselves for righteous living.  We must make it a regular practice to re-
pent of our apathy for Christ and love for the world.  We must renew our minds with the truth of God’s Word that 
points to ultimate reality.  It reminds us that the world is passing away and only God and the things of God will 
remain.  We must respond with tangible actions of obedience.  We must take radical steps to cut sin out of our 
lives and then add godly spiritual practices in its place.  We must continue to rejoice in our good God.  Reminding 
ourselves of the gospel on the daily basis will keep us in love with our amazing God and the world will look less 
and less appealing.   
 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: Talk with your group about the promises to overcomers in Revelation 2:24-29. What does 
repentance look like in your daily habits? What habits of the heart lead to faithfulness (2:24-28)? Through 
Christ’s power, what steps are you willing to take today to live a life devoted to Jesus? 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Have people share about the steps of devotion they have determined to take.   
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: What will you take from this passage that you can apply to your life this week?  

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Consider getting your entire LIFE Group to participate in the March 26th Carry the Cross event this year! 
3.    Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 

NEXT STEPS 


