
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“DON’T GIVE UP ON LOVE” 
REVELATION 2:1-7 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Jesus affirms hard work, perseverance and Bible knowledge but wants us to repent of our failure to love and 
take action.  
 
SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a num-
ber of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.     
 
[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Most importantly to this series, you 
will begin to understand their views on church membership.  Use these connecting questions to understand and 
diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 
HELPFUL NOTES: 
 Revelation means = to unveil or disclose, to make fully known.  The book of Revelation then is God’s unveiling 
of information to us through His Son (1:1; cf. Heb. 1:1-2) concerning His churches, the judgment of the wicked, the 
salvation of the righteous, and the future reality of all things.   
 We must interpret the information given in the book of Revelation through the lens of the other Scriptures - 
especially the Old Testament.  The Church has historically called this the “analogy of Scripture.”  This is the idea 
that we must let “Scripture interpret Scripture.”  God will not unveil new information that is wholly different or 
contradictory to what He has already thus said.  Every passage of every book of the Bible must be properly 
understood in the light of what has already been revealed in every other passage and book of the Bible.  This 
helps us avoid extreme and erroneous interpretations, especially in books that have symbolic language that is 
harder to interpret, like the Book of Revelation.   

 Old Testament in Revelation: 
 There are over 500 references to Old Testament passages in Revelation 
 Those 500 references are found in a total of 278 verses.  There are only 404 verses in the 
entire book! 

 “The Old Testament is required [to understand Revelation] because the book of Revelation extends 
and concludes various themes, problems, and promises which find their basis in the Old 
Testament.  Without a knowledge of the Old Testament, we are like math students looking at the answers 
in the back of the textbook, but without any knowledge of the questions they were intended to answer! 
We will inevitably find ourselves ‘guessing’ as to the true meaning intended by God.” 
 Check out this link for more information about seeing the Old Testament as the key to interpreting 
Revelation. 
       [Connecting questions continued on next page] 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/introduction/the-importance-of-the-old-testament.html


Question #1:  In His address to the seven churches, Jesus uses a 5-fold pattern.  There is some fluctuation from 
church to church, but there is a general uniformity of structure.  He starts with an ADDRESS (2:1) and then tran-
sitions to AFFIRMATION (2:2-3), ACCUSATION (2:4), and ADMONITION (2:5).  He concludes with a PROMISE 
(2:7).  [Sorry, we couldn’t think of another “A”. :-)]   
 

The images are:   
 The angel:  this is one of the seven stars.   
 The stars:  each of these represent one of the angels of the seven churches.  There are a few major views on 
the nature of these angels: 

 It is possible that the angel refers to a heavenly angel assigned to each church or city/
municipality.  This is essentially the idea of the “guardian angel” (Ps. 34:7; 91:11; Dan. 10:13-21; Matt. 
18:10; Acts 12:15; Heb. 1:14).  In Hebrew culture, the stars represented heavenly angels (Job 38:7; Isa. 
14:12-13).  Problem with this interpretation in this passage: the angels are commanded to repent in 
these letters to the seven churches. 
 However, in the Greek, the word for “angel” means “messenger.”  So the angel of each church could 
simply refer to the pastor of the church, the one whose main job is to be the messenger of God’s message 
to His people.  Stars in the Ancient Near East culture would often represent those who have sovereign 
positions of power over others (Num. 24:17).  Problem with this interpretation in this passage:  the term 
“angel” always refers to heavenly beings throughout all the rest of its uses in the book of Revelation.   
 Finally, it may be that these “angels” of the churches simply represent the “spirit” of the 
church.   Jesus addresses the spiritual needs of the churches and perhaps speaks to their spiritual charac-
ter, symbolized by the idea of an angel.  Problem: why would the term “angel” be so spiritualized when its 
companion symbol, the lampstands, refers to something very specific and physical: the churches them-
selves? 
 Even though we are not sure of the exact interpretation, the point remains the same: Jesus is speaking 
a very relevant and challenging message to His churches. 

 The lampstands: each of these refer to one of the seven churches.    
 The menorah is the seven-branched, golden lampstand Moses was commanded to make in Exodus 
25:31-40 for the Holy Place.  We see this lampstand again in the prophetic book of Zechariah (4:2, 10).   
 The likely meaning is that the churches are called to spread the light of Christ to the world.   

 It is likely that Paul established the church in Ephesus when he visited and evangelized some of the city in 
Acts 18.  The city was plagued by much idol worship and the practicing of magic (Acts 19:19-41).  Paul visited the 
Ephesian elders later on and encouraged them protect the flock from false Christians who might try to lead the 
believers astray (Acts 20:17-38).  This church experienced challenges with false apostles and groups of people 
who were not living in obedience to Christ (Rev. 2:1-7).  Perhaps all of these things motivated Paul to remind the 
Ephesian believers about the unity they needed to have in the one, true faith and to serve each other so the 
church would be strong and able to resist the lies of the culture (Eph. 4:3-7, 12-14).  It appears the Ephesian 
Church took these challenges seriously, becoming a doctrinally sound and obedient people.  However, somehow 
their unity must have been founded on duty instead of delight.  Love of God and others had dried up by the time 
John wrote them in the Book of Revelation. 
 It is possible that Jesus addressed this church first because of the common temptation for His people to ne-
glect the two greatest commands, love of God and neighbor, in their quest to obey all the rest of the commands.     

CONNECTING (Continued) 

UNDERSTANDING 

Question #2:  Jesus commends the Ephesian church for their doctrinal purity, good works, and patient endur-
ance of suffering for the name of Christ.  This is evidenced in a specific way: they hated the false teaching and evil 
works of the Nicolaitans.  We know very little about this group.  It appears that they were possibly like Balaam 
and Jezebel, the false prophet and evil queen of the Old Testament, in that they were leading Christians into eat-
ing food sacrificed to idols and committing sexual immorality (Rev. 2:14-15, 20)... [Continued on next page]. 



Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 
NOTES:  The love of God and the love of others is so tied together that it would be hard to separate them in this 
passage (Mark 12:29-31).  If you love God, you will love others in practical ways.  If you have stopped loving oth-
ers, you also have stopped loving God (see 1 John 4:20-21).  If we are doing all the right things like maintaining 
our doctrinal purity, doing good works, and keeping the faith under pressure, but we fail to really love Jesus and 
our brothers and sisters, all those right things we are doing don’t matter at all (1 Cor. 13:1-3).  We can speak 
truth and obey God, but if these are not motivated by a true love of God and neighbor, they are just dead, reli-
gious activity.  We become legalists and Pharisees.  Jesus hates this.  He wants us to obey Him because we delight 
in Him, not merely because we feel duty-bound to Him.    
 

The cure for our love-less obedience (Rev. 2:5):  Remember the majesty and mercy of the God who loves us, and 
Repent of how we have fallen away from loving Him and others (repentance involves turning away from the 
wrong path and going in the opposite direction - in this case, to obey God out of a motivation of love.)  When we 
remember how much God loves us, as shown in the death of Christ for us (Rev. 1:4-5), our hearts will be so filled 
up with the love of God that this love will pour out of us back to Him in repentance and out to others as we love 
them in Jesus’ name (1 John 4:19).  The Tree of Life nourishes us so that we can have both eternal life (John 3:16) 
and abundant life here on earth (John 10:10).  The promise to eat of this tree in Revelation 2:7 communicates a 
beautiful reversal of the Edenic curse for the people of Christ.  Those who heed the warning given to the Ephesian 
church and receive the cure of remembering, repenting, and loving will receive the promise of life in Christ.  
 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT:  This is a good time to consider your spiritual standing with God. Do you know the Christ of 
Revelation 1 personally? Does knowing Jesus make you joyfully expectant, looking forward to the day Christ re-
turns to take us to heaven with Him? Are you connected to the source of life, Jesus Christ? If you are not sure, talk 
with your leader or a pastor and take your next step with Jesus.    
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Have people share about how the thought of Jesus’ return is impacting them.  Be sure to 
share the hope of the gospel as you open up discussion!  
 

New Follow Up Assignments  [Continued on next page] 
 

LIVING 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 
At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.   

UNDERSTANDING (Continued) 
Question #2 (continued):  These were two of the three most important things the Jerusalem Council forbade 
Gentile believers from practicing (Acts 15:19-20).  Nicolaitan teaching still shows up today.  Churches that affirm 
or allow homosexuality, unbiblical divorce and remarriage, and pre-marital sex are clearly under the curse of Ba-
laam and Jezebel.  There are also some who teach that it is appropriate to engage in the spiritual practices of oth-
er religions, including eating ritual meals sacrificed to idols, in order to reach them for the gospel.  The motive 
may be good - making friends for the gospel - but the method is too dangerously close to Balaam and Jezebel to 
be considered proper for Christians.  There are many other ways to make friends with unbelievers of different 
religions that do not get so close to this line of disobedience.  



1.  Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2.  Make sure to be inviting new folks into your group for the Revelation series! 

NEXT STEPS 

LIVING (Continued) 
New Follow Up Assignments:  EVALUATE: If you were to stand before the Lord, what word of affirmation might 

He give to describe your life? What word of accusation might He have for you? What practical steps of action 

might you take to change the chilling loss of love in your heart? Are you willing to take those steps right now? 

ACT: One way to grow in love is to volunteer at Stonebridge. Think about the Volunteer Fair we hosted this week-

end. Where might God be calling you to serve and use the gifts He gave you?  


