
 

 

 

Main Point: Sharing the good news of Christ is at the center of God’s call on my life. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Finding Your Identity in Christ.  Martin Luther, the great reformer wrote, “This 

Epistle...is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word by heart, but occupy 

himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, 

and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  But the first four chapter are notable for 

explaining how this gospel saves both Jew and Gentile by faith in Christ alone.  Paul writes to a group 

of believers living in Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel 

so that all nations, Jew and Gentile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.   

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

Question #1: In Romans 1:8-15 Paul speaks of the encouragement of Christian friendships. Who 

are some friends who have walked with you toward Jesus through the years? Who was most 

influential and why? 

 

Question #2: Read Romans 1:1-15 with your group. How does Paul’s tone change from the 

proclaiming of gospel “facts” (resurrection, 1:1-7) to gospel-centered relationships in 1:8-15? 

What might this mean for us? 

 

● The centerpiece of Paul’s and the Roman believers’ salvation and missional call is the gospel of 

the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This impacts our eternal relationship with 

God and then impacts our relationships with others in our sphere of influence, both believers 

and unbelievers.   

● It means this:  if we have received Christ as our Savior, we will immediately long to connect 

with other believers to encourage each other and spur one another on to spread the Good 

News of Christ to unbelievers around us.   

 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

 “ONE HOLY PASSION” - Romans 1:8-15 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



 

 

Question #1: Why does Paul want to visit the church in Rome (1:8-15)? Why does he begin with 

prayer? How did Paul see God at work in their church (1:8)? What did he want to accomplish 

when he was with them (1:9-12)? 

 

● He wants to :  impart a spiritual gift to strengthen them; to mutually encourage each other by 

faith; to see a harvest of saved souls and equipped saints in Rome; ultimately, to preach the 

gospel to everyone in Rome 

● He knows that God alone can fulfill or stop our plans.  He also knows that if there is demonic 

opposition to his desire to preach the gospel in Rome, only God can win the victory and allow 

Paul to press through Satan’s attacks. 

● Jesus Christ had saved them and made their faith in Him public. 
 

Question #2: How does pride in Bible knowledge get in the way of growing together as Jesus’ 

disciples? Why was Paul encouraged by these Roman Christians even though they were not as 

 mature in the Lord as he was? 
 

● Like the Pharisees, we can know the Bible cold and be cold to a vibrant relationship with the 

God of the Bible.  Jesus says, the Pharisees searched the Scriptures to find eternal life, but 

failed to see that the Scriptures were not the end goal, Jesus was.  They did not have a 

knowledge that led them to the Person the Scriptures pointed to: Jesus.  And so, they failed to 

have faith and missed out on life in Christ (John 5:39-40).  This can happen to evangelical 

Christians as well.   

● He was encouraged because they had a vibrant faith in Christ.  They simply loved Jesus Christ 

and wanted more of Him, so much so that their faith had been proclaimed in all the world.  

They evidently were so in love with Christ that they were sharing Him with others. 

  

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

Question #1: Why did Paul feel a sense of “obligation” to share good news with all kinds of 

people (1:14)? Why is it encouraging seeing lives changed by Christ in those who are different 

from us? How can we better promote mutual encouragement in our church, community and 

mission partnerships? 

 

● He knew that the gospel was for everyone (Rom. 1:16-17).  It wasn’t about keeping the Law, 

which would have restricted salvation to the Jews, but about faith...something any human 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 

LIVING:   

 



being can possess.  He also had an obligation because he had been directly charged by Christ 

with the task of preaching the Good News to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15; 22:21). 

● It humbles us to see all types of people saved by Christ and called to spread His gospel.  We 

are not more favored by God than another person because of any advantage we possess.  We 

are all one in Christ. 

● If we use our gifts to serve others in our church and community so that we can let them know 

and see that Christ loves them, this will spread faith in the gospel. 

 

Question #2: What is the value of “preaching the gospel” to Christians…and to myself? 

 

● We need the gospel preached to us every day.  And if we are not able to hear it from another 

Christian, we need to make sure we hear it from ourselves.   

● It is easy to forget that we are not saved by our performance, but by simple faith in Jesus.  

Reminding ourselves of the gospel will protect us from becoming Pharisees.  It will protect us 

from despair when we feel like we never measure up to God’s commands (because we don’t 

and never will...Jesus measures up for us.)  It will protect us from self-righteous judgment of 

others when we think we have performed well and others have not. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Every day the news comes to us regarding a divided America and a conflict ridden world.  Read 

Romans 1:7. Talk with your group about what God wants to do in us and through us through Christ’s 

power to bring grace and peace to our workplace, family, church, community, nation and world. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share any additional reflections group members had this week about the introduction to Romans. 

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 



 

NEW Follow Up Assignments 

Assignment: Randy gave three ways to fan the flames of “gospel passion” through prayer (top 5-10 

list), identifying naturally with Christ in conversations and mobilizing our resources. Which one of 

these resonates with you right now? Brainstorm with your group: How can we be a church that works 

together with a holy passion in our neighborhoods? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 


