
 

 

 

Main Point: Jesus came to bring the kingdom of God with all its blessings and power to our daily life. 

 

SPECIAL SERMON:  Pastor Bernard is the pastor of our partner church in Chemnitz, Germany.  God 

has used him and his church to bring the gospel to a city and region that has been very unreached for 

decades.   

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Mark is the shortest Gospel.  His presentation of Jesus’ life and words is 

direct and to the point, yet filled with deep connections to the themes of the Old Testament and how 

Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s Story from Genesis to Golgotha.  In chapter 1, we see John the Baptist 

in the spirit of Elijah, perform the Malachi 4 role of being the final prophet of the old order to set the 

stage for the Messiah and His unveiling of the new order in the New Covenant.  We see Jesus 

representing Israel as God’s son in the baptism declaration from the Father.  We see Jesus driven into 

the wilderness as Israel was at the Exodus.  We see Jesus inhabit the role of Moses in this 40 day 

ordeal, much like Moses’ 40 day experience on Mt. Sinai to receive the 10 Commandments and 

initiate the Old Covenant with Israel.  Here Jesus is accomplishing the work of establishing a New 

Covenant, whereby His perfect obedience in response to temptation would enable Him to be the way 

into God’s Kingdom for all believing people, Jew or Gentile.   

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

Question #1: Describe, what are for you the features of a really good government ?  

 

 NOTE:  Be careful not to let your discussion degenerate into political bashing.  You do not know what 

people’s views might be on politics and this election.  Our goal is to point everyone to Christ as King, 

not to establish the case for a political ideology or ideologue.  It is ok to hear the laments of your 

people, especially concerning this election cycle.  But quickly cutoff any movement of the conversation 

in a direction that lambasts people on either side of the political spectrum.   

 Perhaps give a caveat as you ask this question letting people know that you will be playing the role of 

referee to avoid any possibility of offense and disunity in your group.     

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

 “GOD’S KINGDOM – MY DESIRE” – Mark 1:15 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



Question #2:  Jesus calls us to live under his lordship and government. He opened the door for 

us to become citizens of his kingdom.  What does this mean for you? 

 

 Take note of your group members’ responses.  Some will focus on activity of social justice and 

change.  Some will focus on the message of the gospel and our future, eternal hope.   

 For those who do not first speak of the gospel but of social action, think of ways in the future 

how you can help center their attention and passion on true repentance and faith in Christ. 

 For those who speak of the gospel but may have less of a focus on bringing the Kingdom of 

God to bear on the social realities and injustices of our day, think of ways in the future how you 

can help them put their faith into real, transformative action.   

 In this way, you will help both types of people in your group and bring them together to 

accomplish the great mission of God. 

 

 

 

Question #1: How does the Good News Jesus brought come together with the Good News Paul brought 

to the Romans? Is there a difference in preaching Jesus as our king and Jesus as our redeemer?  

 

● Jesus is the activator of the Good News.  His ministry shows how the Old Covenant gives birth 

to the New Covenant.  He is the One who fulfills the central message of Scripture and biblical 

history:  How is God the righteous Judge going to save all His unrighteous People, both Jew 

and Gentile?  He establishes the Kingdom of God by being its eternal King (Psalm 2).   

● Paul explains what this Good News really is.  He clearly shows us how we can enter into 

covenant fellowship with God.  He explains what the “repent and believe” of Jesus’ message 

really means for us – how we apply it and how the transaction of God’s righteousness given to 

us by faith in Christ actually works.  He shows how the new people of God, both Jew and 

Gentile, are formed and shaped into the Kingdom of God by the redemptive work of Christ.     

● Jesus as King vs Jesus as Redeemer is like the two heads of a coin.  Both are essential and both 

go together as one.  Jesus must be King of the Kingdom to allow us entrance as His redeemed 

people.  Jesus must be Redeemer to enable our entrance into the Kingdom. 

 

 

Question #2: Where do I see the Kingdom of God growing in our world today, as Jesus described in 

Matthew 13:31-33?   
 

● Help your people see and rejoice in the “small things” of the Kingdom and not get overly 

enamored by the “large things” of the Christian sub-culture.   

● Our consumeristic, productivity-driven culture has infected God’s People.  This often causes us 

to only celebrate the big, successful, powerful, visible, and attractive aspects of ministry.   This 

propensity has reduced our ability to do the real work of the Kingdom.   Instead of loving our 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



neighbor and pointing them to the love of Christ through a simple act of service and a casual 

conversation over coffee, we activate the ambitious large-scale machinery of politics, 

conferences, movements, publishing, and Church showmanship.   

● In Matthew 13, Jesus calls us to focus on the “small things” of Christian life and ministry (see 

more in “LIVING” Section below).   

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

Question #1: How can I experience the Kingdom of God active at my daily work (in my office, at home, 

in school …?) How can the vision of the Kingdom of God inspire my daily prayer for the different parts of 

my personal life, for our city, for our country?  

 

● Love God and love others as yourself.  Be present with the few individuals in your sphere of 

influence.  Show them hospitality.  Point them to the love of Christ.  Weep with those who 

weep.  Rejoice with those who rejoice.  Meet their needs when trials of all stripes come their 

way.  Gradually, the small mustard seeds that you plant will grow into many more individual 

lives that are touched by the gospel, and they in turn will touch new lives.   

● You don’t need to start a 501(c)(3) with your name on it to do this.  You don’t need to create a 

Church Empire across the city with your name on it to do this.  You simply touch other lives 

with the active love of Jesus Christ.  Then let Him build His Kingdom on earth!   

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 



REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Randy gave three ways to fan the flames of “gospel passion” through prayer (top 5-10 list), identifying 

naturally with Christ in conversations and mobilizing our resources. Which one of these resonates with 

you right now? Brainstorm with your group: How can we be a church that works together with a holy 

passion in our neighborhoods? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share any thoughts on how Stonebridge can be more passionately involved with meeting the spiritual 

and physical needs of the city.  Please pass people’s comments on to me.  Thanks. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments 

Assignment:  Spend time in prayer this week asking God for His Kingdom to come and will to be 

done on our earth as it is done in Heaven.  Reflect on how God wants you and your LIFE Group to be 

involved in that work. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 


