
 

 

 

Main Point: People need the gospel because all are guilty in the presence of a God of wrath. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Finding Your Identity in Christ.  Martin Luther, the great reformer wrote, “This 

Epistle...is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word by heart, but occupy 

himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, 

and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  But the first four chapter are notable for 

explaining how this gospel saves both Jew and Gentile by faith in Christ alone.  Paul writes to a group 

of believers living in Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel 

so that all nations, Jew and Gentile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.   

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: In Romans 1:18-32, Paul sees society falling apart. From what you know about 

ancient Rome, how is America similar to it? How is it different? How have you observed chaos 

and disorder today? 

 

 Like last week, recognize that this question could elicit some uncomfortable answers from your 

group.  Some may point out many negatives and attribute blame to different public figures and 

groups of people. 

 Some of these negative observations are accurate and mimic some of the problems of ancient 

Rome that led to the total collapse of that civilization.  But the tone and attitude in which your 

people might describe these observations could be expressed as dark, and potentially offensive 

(especially to those in your group who may have different political views or who have family 

members affected by some of the moral changes in our society).   

 Here are two tips to lead this potentially volatile discussion:   

o Remind them of Paul’s attitude and tone toward a Roman government that was far 

more morally bankrupt than ours.  Read Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Timothy 2:1-4. 

LEADER GUIDE: 

 “IS GOD ANGRY?” - Romans 1:18-32 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



o Remind them of the love God wants us to have for even our enemies who are 

irreparably damaging the fabric of our society by their decisions.  Read Matthew 5:43-

48. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Psalm 19:1-4 with Romans 1:18-20. How does God speak through creation? 

Why do many not recognize God’s existence? What truth are they suppressing? Why is God right 

to be angry (1:21-23)? 

 

 The natural order, creativity, and beauty of Creation reveals the existence of a Designer.  This 

“handiwork” is evidence that there is a “Worker” who made it.  These clearly visible evidences 

are like “speech” in that they loudly, boldly, and plainly declare a specific, undeniable truth:  

there is a God. 

 Paul says that this plain “speech” proves God’s unseen attributes of eternal power and divine 

nature.  Without the clear evidence of Creation, we would not be able to recognize these 

“invisible” attributes.  But the sustaining of the created order for so many generations proves 

there must be Someone who has eternal power…a power to hold the universe together forever 

in a way that cannot be interrupted by death.  Normal human power is always cut short by 

death.  The One who upholds the natural order is clearly immune from death, and therefore, 

He must have a divine nature.  Even a four-year old, although they may use different terms, 

could observe and articulate the same truths about God as they look at the world around 

them:  “Mommy, God made the world.  He is big and powerful.  He never dies.”   

 An atheist claims to not be able to see what every 4-year old inherently knows when they 

observe Creation.  The explanation cannot be that the atheist is less intelligent or observant 

than a 4-year old.  The explanation can only be that they simply refuse to honor God as the 

only God and thank Him for His goodness.   

 This is why God is angry.  He is our Maker.  He is our Father.  He is our King.  And He has been 

so good to us by blessing us with more gifts than we can ever express.  But we reject Him and 

try to ignore His existence.  One look at the created order should send any honest and humble 

person into a flurry of grateful statements to God:  “Wow, thank you God for putting the Sun at 

exactly the right position so we don’t freeze or burn to death but instead can grow things like 

pumpkins and can make unbelievably tasty things like pumpkin pie!  ”….”Wow, thank you 

God for making sure the percentage of oxygen in our atmosphere consistently stays within a 

range that allows us not to asphyxiate but ride bikes, hike, and take long walks with our loved 

ones instead!”  But atheists refuse to see all of this power and goodness of God.  So they 

suppress the truth of God’s exclusive right to divinity and absolute, eternal power.  Instead, 

they want to be God themselves.  Yet, they are hard-wired to worship something outside of 

themselves and so the desire to be free from God turns them into slaves of the false gods of 

their own making.  God is and should be angry when we turn to Him, our loving Father, and tell 

Him we wish He were dead and that we had another Daddy (idols).   



 

 

QUESTION #1: From Romans 1:16-17, review why Paul is not ashamed of the gospel. Read 1:18-

32. How do these passages link together? 

 

 Paul is not ashamed of the gospel because he is absolutely convinced it is the very power of 

God for salvation.  He knows that God will, without fail in His elect, use this gospel power to 

accomplish an unbelievable thing:  the giving of life to any sinner, Jew or Greek, who becomes 

righteous by a simple act of faith.  Paul knows God has clearly revealed this power.   

 In 18-32, Paul shows us another clearly revealed aspect of the power of God: the wrath (anger) 

of God that is evident when unrighteous sinners refuse to exercise faith even when they see the 

power of God demonstrated in Creation. 

 One shows the revelation of God’s salvation when we exhibit faith in Him (“the righteous shall 

live by faith”).  The other shows the revelation of God’s judgment when we exhibit unbelief in 

Him (“by their unrighteousness suppress the truth”).   

 

QUESTION #2: Note the repetition of “they exchanged” and “God gave them up” (Rom. 1:23-

28). How does this relate to “suppressing the truth”, becoming “futile in thinking” and having a 

“darkened heart”? 

 

 When we reject God as God, we walk away from truth.  We walk away from clear thinking.  We 

walk away from the light.  We walk away from the only One who can keep us and our world 

from completely falling apart.   

 So God clearly communicates through Paul what His wrath is against unbelievers.  They choose 

to make an exchange: they want idols instead of God as their Father and King.  After they 

believe they have “released” themselves from His control and presence, they feel free to make 

another exchange: they want to live life their way, for their pleasure, instead of His way, for His 

pleasure and honor.  This leads them to participate in all manner of sinful behavior.   

 Since unbelievers make this exchange and walk away from God, God simply lets them do it.  He 

“gives them up” to their own self-destructive, world-destructive ways.  His wrath is like a self-

inflicted judgment because we choose to walk away from the only One who can save us from 

ourselves.     

 

QUESTION #3: What is Paul’s point in 1:24-31? How does verse 1:32 intensify his point? 

 

 His point is that when we turn away from God, the only thing that can happen is self-

destruction.  Sinful humanity is like one big, continually-diffusing cluster bomb.  The button on 

the bomb was pushed at the eating of the forbidden fruit and the explosions have 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



reverberated throughout time in marriages, families, cities, and countries.  It will continue to 

explode until it reaches its final, cataclysmic payload described in the Book of Revelation.   

 Paul uses homosexuality as an example of how this destruction destroys natural order, 

relationships and society.  But he does not intend to position this sin as the worst of all sins.  

We know this because he goes on to refer to many examples of other sins that destroy order, 

relationships and society:  envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness, gossip, etc. (v. 29-31).   

 Verse 32 is shocking in its intensification of the description of unbelieving Man because it 

states that sinners are willing to continue sinning and encourage others to sin even though they 

know that God has said from Day One of Humanity: “You will surely die when you sin” (see Gen. 

2:17).  Clearly, Man is dead-set on rejecting God and suppressing the truth no matter what the 

cost.  This is the definition of “living like a suicide.” 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Were you aware that all people deserve to be under God’s wrath? Read Rom. 

1:32. Do I view myself as better before God because I don’t condone or commit some of the sins 

listed in this passage? Are some sins worse than others? In what ways is my heart a garden 

where the sins of Romans 1:24-31 grow? 

 

 Remind them that in the context, they will see next week in Romans 2 that Romans 1:18-32 is a 

“set up” for religious, self-righteous folks.   

 Paul knows that many of us will clearly say, “Ewww, I would never do those things described in 

chapter 1.  And I surely would never condone them!”  He evokes this response in us so that 

throughout chapter 2 and 3 he can level us so we can recognize that none of us are righteous 

(Rom. 3:10) and that our only option for hope is to have faith in the good news that Jesus can 

save us and make us righteous.   

 

QUESTION #2: Give yourself a “gratitude test” (Rom. 1:21). How does my ingratitude expose 

what I truly love? 

 

 Perhaps spend some time in your group sharing what you are thankful for.   

 Pray together expressing this thanks to God. 

 

 

 

LIVING:   

 



 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Spend time in prayer this week asking God for His Kingdom to come and will to be done on our earth 

as it is done in Heaven.  Reflect on how God wants you and your LIFE Group to be involved in that 

work. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Come up with a plan together as a group to serve the community for Christ.  NOTE:  Please let me 

know what your plan is so I can pray and help resource your efforts! 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments 

Assignment:  How does this passage change the way I relate to family, friends and neighbors who 

may not share my moral values? How does knowing God and His grace showered on me transform 

my thinking, actions, attitudes and relationships? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


