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Main Point:  Pray those you love don’t stumble on the stone of Christ, but fall before him as true King. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, 

Germany on September 24, 1517 and launched the Protestant Reformation. His Bible-based teaching 

brought a new understanding of the justifying grace of God through the person and work of Jesus 

Christ. He emphasized the spiritual authority of Scripture. Sadly, the Reformation is connected to the 

persecution of Jews and Anabaptists. Romans 9-11 will enhance our understanding of God and his 

plan for the ages. It will give us greater confidence in the gospel as we share it with others. It will 

clarify God’s role and ours in the plan of salvation. Worship the God of expanding grace!  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In the chapters 1-4, Paul tells us how to be right with God by faith in 

Christ, and this by grace alone.  In chapters 5-8, Paul shows how this grace of God gives us assurance 

even in suffering and helps us live a freedom that allows us to serve God and others by His Spirit.  In 

the next chapters, Paul begins to talk about how Jews and Gentiles fit together in this masterful plan 

of salvation for God’s elect people. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: Have you known people (maybe you) who seemed very unlikely to become 

followers of Jesus, and yet God brought them to faith in Him?  

 Make sure to spend time hearing these stories.   

 This can be very encouraging to your people to hear of God’s great mercy to the most unlikely 

people (that includes us!!) 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 9:30-10:4. What surprising contrasts do you see in Romans 9:30-

31?  

 The Gentiles didn’t even try to become righteous…and yet received a righteousness by faith 

 The Jews tried really hard to become righteous by las…and yet they didn’t receive it! 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD?” – Romans 9:30-10:4 

 

CONNECTING: 
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QUESTION #1: Read Romans 9:30-33. Who is the “stone” (9:32-33)? What does it mean to 

stumble over the stumbling stone? Read Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:42; Mark 

12:10 and 1 Peter 2:4-10. How did the early Christians understand this passage? 

 The stone is Jesus Christ and the fact that salvation can only come through grace alone by faith 

alone in Him alone (1 Cor. 1:23; 1 Peter 2:7-8; Matt. 11:5) 

 To stumble over Him is to disbelieve in Him and reject His gospel. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 10:1-4. Why does Paul pray for his fellow Israelites? How does 

Paul’s action here help us respond to Romans 9:17-22? 

 Paul loves His fellow Jews and is grieved at their current situation of eternal danger. 

 Even though there are some people who are so hardened into possible permanent rejection of 

Christ, this does not cause us to despise them or become prideful that we are believers.  

Instead, it causes us to feel great sadness.  Like God, we want all people to come to salvation! 

 

QUESTION #3: What is the difference between trying to establish our own way to be right with 

God and submitting to God’s way of righteousness?  

 When we try to earn our righteousness, we are being inherently proud.  It is impossible to be 

righteous when you are proud and self-righteous.   

 When we submit to God’s way of righteousness, we realize we cannot earn it.  We simply 

receive it as a gift.  When we have this humility…then we can be lifted up by God into true 

righteousness through Christ. 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Why is pride at the core of rejecting the gospel? What originally held you back 

from trusting in Christ? What is holding you back now? 

 The gospel requires humility.  

 Likely for all of us it was some way in which we either didn’t think we were that bad to need the 

gospel or we thought we were so bad that we were more special than others so that the gospel 

wasn’t powerful enough for us (1 Cor. 10:13 error).  Both responses are pride.  Humility says:  “I 

am bad enough to need the free gift of salvation, and the gospel is powerful enough to save 

even me.” 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 

LIVING:   
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QUESTION #2: In what ways do we begin to treat relationship with God as a matter of our own 

initiative?   

 When we think that we were “seekers” and were “smart enough” or “wise enough” to seek God 

our for our own good.  This is nothing more than a “self-help”, “personal embitterment” 

approach to Christianity.   

 When we think that we are more loved by God the more we study about Him or “master” the 

aspects of the Christian life.  Again, this is pride. 

 We are dead and helpless without God (Eph. 2).  We need Him to give us a brand new heart 

(Ezek 36).  Any longing we have for Him or any desire to know Him more (or ability to do so) is 

a pure gift of His grace. 

 

QUESTION #3: Are you naturally someone who needs to add zeal to your knowledge; or 

knowledge to your zeal?  

 Make sure to spend enough time on this question with your group. 

 You can learn a lot about the people in your group and how to pray for them and encourage 

them from this discussion. 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

How does the fact that your salvation is entirely the result of God’s choice move you to greater 

gratitude? What difference will this chapter make in how you relate to “difficult people” in your life? In 

what ways will this teaching help motivate you to share Christ with others  

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group what you learned and applied from last week’s message from Scripture.   

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Make a top ten list of friends and loved ones who are far from God. Talk about the obstacles that may 

be keeping them from surrendering their lives to Jesus the King. Pray for them with your family or LIFE 

Group. Report next time on any spiritual conversations you’ve had with others.   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


