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Main Point:  God keeps his promises and freely chooses to give mercy to those who don’t 

deserve it. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, 

Germany on September 24, 1517 and launched the Protestant Reformation. His Bible-based teaching 

brought a new understanding of the justifying grace of God through the person and work of Jesus 

Christ. He emphasized the spiritual authority of Scripture. Sadly, the Reformation is connected to the 

persecution of Jews and Anabaptists. Romans 9-11 will enhance our understanding of God and his 

plan for the ages. It will give us greater confidence in the gospel as we share it with others. It will 

clarify God’s role and ours in the plan of salvation. Worship the God of expanding grace!  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In the chapters 1-4, Paul tells us how to be right with God by faith in 

Christ, and this by grace alone.  In chapters 5-8, Paul shows how this grace of God gives us assurance 

even in suffering and helps us live a freedom that allows us to serve God and others by His Spirit.  In 

the next chapters, Paul begins to talk about how Jews and Gentiles fit together in this masterful plan 

of salvation for God’s elect people. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: Who do you know who seemed to have rejected Christ and the gospel but later 

trusted in Jesus?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 9:1-29. What is most difficult for you in these verses? Why? Why 

should we eagerly study difficult passages in the Bible even when they seem controversial or 

irrelevant to our day?  

 The likely verses people will mention are:  9:13, 15, 18, 21-22 

 These are difficult because they disclose God’s sovereign prerogative so save only those whom 

He chooses 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“MISUNDERSTANDING GOD” – Romans 9:13-29 

 

CONNECTING: 
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 Every word of Scripture is breathed out from the mouth of God and we need to hear every 

word in order to become mature in Christ to accomplish His purposes (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

 If we skip over the “tough” stuff, it is like listening to only every other word of a conversation.  

We will never understand the person we are listening to.  If we do not hear every word God has 

spoken to us, we will never understand God rightly…and we will not truly worship rightly in 

Spirit and Truth…and we will not truly grow as Christians rightly.   

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Romans 9:14-29. How would you use this passage to answer someone who 

says God is unjust? 

 God would be just to leave all of us in a state of hardening and judgment.  The fact that He is 

willing to even bestow mercy on some is above and beyond the duty of justice (reflect on 9:29).   

 God has graciously “endured with much patience” those under judgment (9:22).  Remember 

from Romans 1 that there is an aspect in which unbelievers have given into their own 

“hardening of their hearts” (1:21-23).  God furthers that hardening by “giving them up” to the 

hardening that they have already chosen for themselves (corporately, in Adam – Rom. 5; and 

individually, in their own choices)(1:24).  God is patient with people even as they willfully 

harden themselves, but at some point He turns them over to complete hardening and they 

become “vessels of wrath” (9:22).  So, it is not exactly as if God simply “unjustly” created people 

specifically for damnation.  In fact, Hell was not created for Man but for the Devil and his 

angels (Matt. 25:41).  God did not choose people unto judgment.  They choose this path on 

their own and God furthers the hardening. 

 

QUESTION #2: In Romans 9:14-16, Paul refers to Moses and the “golden calf” incident in Exodus 

32-34. How does verse 15 develop his point? 

 Again, this is an example of how the people chose to reject God.  They hardened their hearts 

by worshiping creeping things (a cow) instead of the immortal God (Rom. 1:22)! 

 God threatens to wipe out the entire nation, and could have justly done so.  But Moses, like 

Christ, intercedes and is willing to be cut off for the people’s salvation.  God chooses to then 

have mercy on some of the Israelites.  But some He allows to continue in hardening unto 

judgment.  

 

QUESTION #3: How should we understand the “hardening” and “softening” of Romans 9:17-18? 

How does Paul answer the objection that people can’t help being hardened (Romans 9:19-21)?  

 See above comments in questions 2 and 3. 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 Paul basically says that God has every right to allow hardened people to be further hardened 

unto judgment 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Why is it difficult for us to accept that God takes the initiative to bring people to 

himself (read John 16:9 for Jesus’ encouragement)?  

 We believe we are so mentally and spiritually wise and in control that we can make logical and 

intelligent decisions with complete freedom.  However, this is just not the case.  As we harden 

ourselves in our sin, we lose the ability to make good decisions.  We fail to be able to follow 

God and do the right things (Romans 1:22-25; 3:10-12).  We don’t like this helpless picture of 

ourselves.  

 In order to be rescued from such a blind and dead state, we need God’s Spirit to awaken our 

hearts and open our eyes to the truth so that we can believe, repent and be saved! (Ezek. 36; 

Eph. 1-2).  We are completely helpless if God does not give us His mercy. 

 

Read Romans 9:20-21. How do these verses humble you and help you exalt our God? Do you 

have questions about this teaching that you need to wrestle with or learn more about?  

 We are not in control.   

 God alone is.   

 These basic truths should humble us and call us to cry out to Him for mercy!  The promise is 

this:  If we humble ourselves before God, He will lift us up and give us mercy and grace (James 

4:6, 10)!! 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group what you learned and applied from last week’s message from Scripture.   

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

How does the fact that your salvation is entirely the result of God’s choice move you to greater 

gratitude? What difference will this chapter make in how you relate to “difficult people” in your life? In 

what ways will this teaching help motivate you to share Christ with others  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


