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Main Point:  God’s work of salvation will not fail.    

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, 

Germany on September 24, 1517 and launched the Protestant Reformation. His Bible-based teaching 

brought a new understanding of the justifying grace of God through the person and work of Jesus 

Christ. He emphasized the spiritual authority of Scripture. Sadly, the Reformation is connected to the 

persecution of Jews and Anabaptists. Romans 9-11 will enhance our understanding of God and his 

plan for the ages. It will give us greater confidence in the gospel as we share it with others. It will 

clarify God’s role and ours in the plan of salvation. Worship the God of expanding grace!  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In the chapters 1-4, Paul tells us how to be right with God by faith in 

Christ, and this by grace alone.  In chapters 5-8, Paul shows how this grace of God gives us assurance 

even in suffering and helps us live a freedom that allows us to serve God and others by His Spirit.  In 

the next chapters, Paul begins to talk about how Jews and Gentiles fit together in this masterful plan 

of salvation for God’s elect people. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures? 

 

 QUESTION #2: Why is there so much theological debate associated with Romans 9? What ideas 

have you grown up with about God’s work and purpose in saving sinners? What are some things 

you struggle with about the Biblical teaching on these doctrines? 

 The topic of election is a potentially divisive one.   

 Be careful to preface this question with a reminder that God desires unity in Christ, and that it 

is ok to disagree on interpretations of Scripture that do not affect core, orthodox doctrine.   

LEADER GUIDE: 

“GOD MAKES CHRISTIANS” – Romans 9:1-13 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



2 
 

 Remind people that charitable judgment is a good thing to become skilled at in the Church.  

We ought not become suspicious of people’s faith, character, or motives simply because they 

disagree with us on a Scriptural interpretation that does not violate our core statement of faith 

as a congregation.   

 Overall, encourage people to value each other when either side of an issue is diving into God’s 

Word to understand Truth.   

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Romans 9:1-5 – How does Paul express his heart for the Jewish people? 

Why is it so disturbing that those whom God set His favor on largely rejected Christ? What does 

this tell us about the human heart? Does this mean God was unable to accomplish His promises 

to Israel?  

 Paul exhibits a far-too-rare passionate love for those who are lost and who are enemies of the 

cross.  He is even willing to lose his place in Heaven (9:3) if it would mean their salvation!!  (This 

is reminiscent of Moses’ similar plea for the Israelites in Exodus 32:30-32).   

 It is hard to believe that someone who has experienced the blessings and power and presence 

of God could reject Him.   

 This is a lesson to all of us that our hearts are deceitful and desperately sick (Jer. 17:9).  We 

have the ability to reject (and even kill) the Author of our very lives (Acts 3:14-15)!!! 

 No.  God still accomplished (and will accomplish) His promises to Israel (9:6) 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 9:6-9 – What does Paul mean when he speaks of the difference 

between ‘children of the flesh’ and ‘children of the promise?’ Think of Ishmael and Isaac – Why 

wasn’t Ishmael the one whom God’s blessing would come? How does this help us understand 

who ‘God’s children’ really are? Does ethnicity, race, or upbringing ‘guarantee’ someone will 

become a Christian? Why not? 

 Children of the flesh:  those born by natural ascent through the lineage of Abraham 

 Children of the promise:  those born by faith through Christ 

 Ishmael was not born under the promise.  God promises that Sarah would have the chosen 

child of promise, Isaac (9:9).  Ishmael was born by the working of Abraham and Sarah to 

produce offspring through Hagar.   

 God’s children are those born according to God’s promise.  This is practically worked out in His 

sovereign choice to bestow blessings upon those included under that promise.  That primary 

blessing from which all blessings flow is salvation in Jesus Christ.  Not every Jew and not every 

Gentile are included under this promise.   

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 God’s children are not based on ethnicity or race or upbringing but upon the promise of God 

worked out in His electing them unto the blessing of salvation.  

 

QUESTION #3: Read Romans 9:10-13. What is ‘election?’ What does Paul say about God’s 

purpose in election? Is God’s decision to save based upon the ‘goodness’ of people? What is it 

based on? Is Paul speaking of a group of people, or of individuals? Why?   

 Election = God’s choosing of persons to receive salvation through Jesus 

 God’s purpose in election is to maximize His glory through the maximization of His unmerited 

grace given to the elect.  In the case of Jacob and Esau, He chose Jacob as the child of promise 

before either infant could prove their “worth” through their works (9:11).  God simply and 

freely bestowed grace upon Jacob for no other reason than His sovereign choice.  It was all 

grace…no works for Jacob (Eph. 2:8-9).   

 Clearly, God’s decision to save people has nothing to do with the goodness of people.   In fact, 

Paul says clearly in the earlier parts of Romans that “None is righteous, no, not one…no one 

seeks for God” (3:10-11).  And, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus’ (3:23-24). 

 God’s salvation is based upon His choice to give grace through Christ to people and not by 

our desire to choose Him and live for Him. 

 Even if Paul is speaking in terms of a group of people, for example, the Jews (Jacob’s 

descendants) vs. the Edomites (Esau’s descendants), one must deal honestly with the fact that 

not all Jews were saved.  Jesus makes this clear to the some of the Jews when He says very 

plainly to them that even though they are children of Abraham (and Jacob), and therefore 

presumed to be elected unto salvation, that they were not in fact children of God but children 

of the Devil!! (John 8:39-47).  Additionally, we see in Hebrews that the individual person, Esau, 

and not the entire people group of the Edomites, sought repentance and the blessing of God 

(promise/salvation/etc.), but God would not receive Him (Hebrews 12:16-17).   

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Pastor Voddie Baucham has said, ‘God only has adopted children.’ Why is it vital 

for us to understand that salvation and God’s promises are not a ‘birthright?’  

 Again refer to John 8:39ff, Galatians 4:27-30, and Romans 2:28-29 and 8:14-17. 

LIVING:   
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 Salvation is about God freely giving us grace to be saved through Christ and brought into His 

family for eternity.  It is not about race, ethnicity, heritage, tradition, etc. 

 

QUESTION #2: How does God being sovereign over salvation induce humility in us? Why is it 

potentially dangerous to associate salvation with being ‘raised in church?’ What was the story 

of the Israelites?  

 This understanding will make us Gospel-centric people who value relationship with Christ and 

His people over Works-centrism and “religion” and pride. 

 It is easy to think you are “good to go” with God simply because you grew up in church and 

have been a “good person.”  The Israelites likely believed this as well (again, the example in 

John 8).  But God cut them off in the desert and did not allow them entrance into the Promised 

Land. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read 2 Timothy 1:9 – How does knowing that God’s grace was set on believers 

before we ever did anything bad or good change the way we show grace to others? Simply put, 

how might an understanding of God’s sovereignty in salvation actually make us more 

compassionate towards people?  

 We will be compassionate and gracious toward others.  We will be humble.   

 We will long for people to be saved first and foremost and not try to “reform” them. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Randy listed four possible “next steps” for becoming a world Christian. 1. Develop a cross-cultural 

friendship. 2. Take the Perspectives course beginning in January. 3. Pray about taking a short-term 

mission trip through Stonebridge or another mission agency. 4. Discuss the possibility of adopting 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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one of our mission partners as a part of your LIFE Group. Discuss these four possibilities with your 

group, family or friends. Which one would you like to begin working on this week? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group which next step you will take to become a world Christian.   

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us over the Christmas and New Years season to meet many new visitors 

to Stonebridge.  Invite them to your LIFE Group! 

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


