
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“GOOD NEWS FOR EVERYONE!”  
- Romans 1:1-7 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

The gospel is for everybody!  
SERIES OVERVIEW:   Finding Your Identity in Christ.  Martin Luther, the great reformer wrote, “This  
Epistle...is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word by heart, but occupy himself 
with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more 
it is dealt with the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  But the first four chapter are notable for  
explaining how this gospel saves both Jew and Gentile by faith in Christ alone.  Paul writes to a group of 
believers living in Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel so that 
all nations, Jew and Gentile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.   

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of 
faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 
connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen 
more than lead in this section.   
 

Question #1: Have you ever received a letter from a missionary? What things did they communicate 
about their mission and work? What did they ask from you? How did you respond? 
 

Question #2: Read Romans 1:1-7. Who wrote the book (1:1) and to whom did he write it (1:7)? How 
was the church in Rome planted? What were the circumstances in that church that prompted the 
writing of this book? 
 The Apostle Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, set apart for the gospel of God 
 To believers in Rome, likely a combination of Gentile and Jewish Christians, given the nature and 
direction of discussion points in the letter (to the Jew - 2:17; to the Gentile - 11:13) 
 We do not know how the church was planted.  It is likely that Jewish Christians established it through 
the network of synagogues already established in Rome and through Jewish Christian missionaries heeding 
the Acts 1:8 call. 
 It is most likely that the Epistles to the Romans was not a theological treatise or an attempt by Paul to 
systematize his preaching and teaching.  This would not follow the normal issue-based reason for writing 
as we see in all his other letters.  Additionally, there are many important aspects of his theology that are left 
out in Romans that he addresses in other letters.  Therefore, it is highly likely that he writes Romans to 
address significant issues in the Roman church.  It appears that a major issue is tension between Jewish and 
Gentile Christians brought about by a misunderstanding of the gospel and exacerbated by external, social 
circumstances and events.  The majority of Jews were kicked out of Rome in A.D. 49 by Emperor 
Claudius.  They were not able to return until 54 A.D.  Imagine an example:  what if Stonebridge had been 
founded by Charismatic Christians but over the years some non-Charismatic Christians began to come to 
our fellowship, perhaps due to lack of church options in Cedar Rapids where they might feel more 
comfortable.  This, of course, would be a difficult adjustment in itself, for the church.  But now imagine if the 
Cedar Rapids City Council forcibly removed all Charismatic Christians from town for 5 years.  At the end of 
5 years, some of those Charismatic Christians would come back and expect to worship again at 
Stonebridge.  But they would find a church that had been led by non-Charismatic Christians for half a 
decade.  In this you have many issues:  feelings of entitlement by the founders of Stonebridge, controlling 
interest by the current leaders, theological and cultural conflict, and many other problems.  It would be a 
mess!  And what would be the only real solution to the conflict, animosity, misunderstanding and 
disunity?  THE GOSPEL.  And so Paul writes Romans to this struggling church.  And of course, he doesn’t 
just write to make peace.  That is not his end goal.  His end goal is always the glory of God.  A unified church, 
centered on the gospel of Christ is an unstoppable, influential, missional force in the world for the 
proclamation and proof of God’s glory in Jesus Christ.  This is the point of verse 1:5-6 and 16:25-27.   



LIVING 

Question #1: What is the “gospel”? Count the number of times the word gospel is used in Romans 1:1-
17. Why is this significant? How would you define the gospel and explain it to a seven-year- old child? 
 

 See 1:16-17.  The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  By faith in Christ, 
God reveals and bestows His righteousness on the sinner.  Where the sinner once stood shamed and  
 condemned for their unrighteousness, he or she now stands shameless and beloved for their  
 righteousness, given by Christ. 
 4 times.  Obviously, this is Paul’s major point/theme in this chapter.  And because this is the  
 introductory chapter, it will be his major theme throughout the entire letter.   
 This might be a way to quickly share the gospel with a child (or anyone for that matter):  God made 
us.  He deserves our obedience and love and worship.  None of us give Him these things the way we are 
supposed to.  We all want to be king instead of Him.  This is sin.  What happens when you try to rebel 
against your King and break His law?  What happens when you do this to your parents?  You receive  
 punishment.  We deserve punishment for not obeying and loving God.  But God didn’t want to punish 
us.  So He and His Son and the Holy Spirit came up with a plan.  Jesus would become like us, a human being, 
so He could do what we couldn’t do.  He would obey and love God completely and perfectly.  Then He would 
die under the punishment of God so we would not have to die under God’s punishment.  It was like the  
 sacrificial lambs in the Old Testament.  The innocent lamb would have to be killed so that the sinful  
 human being would not have to be killed.  God says, if we have faith in Jesus...if we trust that He did die 
for our sins so that we don’t have to...we will be saved.  We will be loved by God forever and we will live 
with Him in Heaven.   
 

Question #2: This is the gospel of Jesus Christ. What do you learn about Jesus in Romans 1:3-4? What 
does the resurrection mean for us? Why is it important to know who Jesus is as we approach our day? 
 

 Jesus came in the flesh.  He literally was a biological son of King David. 
 Jesus also came as God.  He literally was proven (declared) to be the eternal, divine, Son of God. 
 The resurrection proved that Jesus was indeed the Son of God and the Son of David.  If He stayed dead, 
He would have been a fraud, a liar.  The proof of His eternal, indestructible life means He really was the God
-Man, the Messiah, the foretold Savior of the world.  So His resurrection proves that we will certainly be 
saved from our sins if we trust in Him.  And it proves that we too will rise from the dead to live with Christ 
forever in Heaven. 
 If we know He is the ever-reigning, all-powerful, always loving Savior, we can face every day and every 
moment, no matter how much suffering it brings or how much temptation and failure it brings.  The  
 beautiful thing about this knowledge of Christ our Savior, is that it gradually produces more victorious 
obedience in us each day by the sheer power of His inexhaustible grace and forgiveness.    

UNDERSTANDING  

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never repented and 
received Christ
have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the 
penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and 
bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6
life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9
group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior. 
group members gather around and lay hands on them. 
no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 
them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 

Question #1: Why is it hard to tell others that Jesus is the true King of the entire world, including our 
workplace, school and neighborhood? What do we worry about when we say Jesus is the ultimate 
truth? 
 

 Simply put: unbelievers don’t believe.  The gospel of Jesus is only apprehended and its power only  
 experienced by those who believe (1:16-17).  So our task is initially daunting and scary.  We must 
share something with them that they currently believe is ridiculous.  Not only that, they think it is bigoted 
and dangerous to our society because of its exclusive message that Jesus is the only way to salvation. 
 



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 
 

NEXT STEPS 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  
No assignments last week. 
 
REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 
No assignments last week. 
 
NEW Follow Up Assignments 
Assignment: Every day the news comes to us regarding a divided America and a conflict ridden 
world.  Read Romans 1:7. Talk with your group about what God wants to do in us and through us through 
Christ’s power to bring grace and peace to our workplace, family, church, community, nation and world. 

 But here is the catch:  when the gospel is shared with unbelievers, some of them will believe!  And 
then they won’t think you are ridiculous or bigoted or dangerous anymore!  Yes, the fear of rejection by 
unbelievers is there.  But the knowledge that the gospel has unbelievable power directly from God to 
save anyone who believes - Jew, Gentile, hardened Atheist, or liberal Activist - gives us the courage to 
share and takes away our shame.  We realize that we are sharing the most  
 important news in the world.  We realize that Christ has commissioned us to show His immeasurable 
love and mercy to hurting, hopeless, unbelieving people.   
 

Question #2: Why is it important to study the book of Romans? Is the gospel as just a way to do 
evangelism? How does the gospel continue to influence you in your daily work, family and relation-
ships? 
 

 We desperately need constant reminders of the gospel and the truth it reveals about us and God.  God 
loves us in Christ.  We are valuable to Him.  We need healthy identities in Christ so we can have healthy 
unity in our identification  
 together as a community of Christ.  We need the gospel to work through issues together.  To forgive 
one another.  To love one another.  To be on mission for God’s glory with one another. 
 The gospel is far more than just evangelism.  That is only the beginning.  The gospel is for daily life, 
growth and health of the Christian and the Church.   

LIVING CONTINUED 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never repented 
and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-
23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebel-
lious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and 
rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to 
do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 
& 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and then pray 
over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group members gather around and lay 
hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no one is comfortable to 
open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 


