
 

 

 

Main Point:  We cannot be made right with God by external behavior, but internal change. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Finding Your Identity in Christ.  Martin Luther, the great reformer wrote, “This 

Epistle...is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word by heart, but occupy 

himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, 

and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  But the first four chapters are notable for 

explaining how this gospel saves both Jew and Gentile by faith in Christ alone.  Paul writes to a group 

of believers living in Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel 

so that all nations, Jew and Gentile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.   

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures? 

 

QUESTION #2: What is the main point Paul has been trying to make in the last three passages?  

How has the idea of unrighteousness been escalating?  Does it seem hopeless?  What does that 

communicate to the reader? 

 

 Paul is saying everyone – Jew or Gentile – can be saved by the gospel because everyone is an 

unrighteous sinner and needs the gospel. 

 Paul starts with the Gentile and shows how they have rejected God.  Then he talks about the 

Jews and shows how they have rejected Him as well by not keeping the Law they say they 

esteem and uphold. 

 The idea of someone being good enough to be saved?  Yes, that is hopeless.  So Paul is trying 

to communicate something far better than fruitlessly attempting salvation on your own 

strength. 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“A MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE” - Romans 2:17-29 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Romans 2:17-20.  Is Paul saying that the law is of no value?  What is he 

affirming about the one who claims to be a Jew and their relationship to the law?  Is it possible 

to be fooled into thinking that one knows God because they know God’s law? Why might this be 

dangerous? 

 

 No, the law is of inestimable value.  It is God’s holy standard of righteousness. 

 He is saying that the Jew has been given the gift of the law, but more is required than simply 

knowing the law. 

 Yes, the Jews thought that if they kept the obvious commands of the law, like circumcision, 

they were good with God.  But Paul says this is a dangerous assumption for two reasons.  One, 

they actually don’t keep the whole law and therefore are just as fit for God’s judgment as the 

irreligious Gentiles.  Two, having a right relationship with God is not about outward, religious 

behavior but about an inward heart change brought through the gospel. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 2:21-24.  Again, look at what Paul says about the relationship to 

the law.  Why is it unreasonable to believe that the law can save someone?  Is the fault in the 

law, or in the individual?  How so?  What does Paul say is the result of claiming to know God 

but not fulfilling the law?   

 

 It is unreasonable because no one, even those who have the law and confidently point others 

to it, keeps the law in every particular.  Everyone stands condemned by it. 

 The fault is not with the law.  It is God’s standard for righteousness.  The fault is with us 

because we can’t keep it.   

 God’s name is mocked and blasphemed by unbelievers when they see religious people sinning 

while claiming to be holy through their reverent obedience. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Romans 2:25-27.  What was the meaning of circumcision?  What does Paul 

imply it really is – external or internal?  What might be the modern ‘practice’ of Christianity to 

outwardly identify religious affiliation?  In what ways do people rely on this external for 

assurance of righteousness?  Why is this dangerous? 

 

 Circumcision marked a person as included in the people of God, Israel.   

 Paul says that it is merely an external rite in an unbelieving heart.  But for the believer, 

circumcision is something that happens in the heart.  They are set apart as God’s true, saved 

people.     

 Baptism would be the external rite that people use today in most religious circles.   

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



 People assume that since they have been baptized, they must be right with God.  This is 

dangerous because they may have merely gone through a ritual and never have truly 

submitted their life to Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Romans 2:28-29.  Who is the one who really belongs to God?  Is a 

relationship with God built on externals?  Think of a recent example of relying on performance 

or profession to try to win or keep God’s favor.  Why are those faulty indicators of our 

relationship with God?   

 

 The person who has had their heart “circumcised” by the Holy Spirit so that they put their faith 

in Jesus Christ is the one who really belongs to God. 

 The relationship with God starts in the internal world.  The heart longs after Christ and believes 

in His gospel.  The externals are merely acts of grateful obedience to this One who has saved 

them. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read 2 Corinthians 3:4-6.  Where is the Christian to find their confidence?  What 

might it look like to find our “adequacy” coming from God?  Why does Paul say living in the 

Spirit is superior to living by the law?  Does this mean the law isn’t important for the Christian 

(Read Romans 7:12)?  What does Paul mean here?   

 

 Our confidence comes from God alone.   

 The law kills.  The Spirit gives life.  The law causes you to become either prideful or despairing 

when you view your performance by it.  The law causes you to either judge others or compare 

yourself to others when you view your performance by it.  The Spirit causes you to find 

freedom by not looking at your performance or the performance of others, but instead at the 

perfect performance of Christ and the love of God that allows you to be covered by that 

performance instead of your own failure. 

 No, the law is very important.  Christ did not abolish the Law (Matt. 5:17).  He came to fulfill 

it…for us.  This gospel truth allows us to make efforts to obey God’s law but without the 

pressure and stress of trying to keep it perfectly.  We know we can’t fulfill it, but only our Savior 

can.  So now we simply try to obey it out of love for Him and not out of angst-ridden 

performance. 

 

LIVING:   

 



 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

What does God want me to learn from Romans 2:1-16? Do this self-evaluation: 

 Do I stand next to the one Paul addresses in 2:1-5 and look down on them as the “sinner”? 

 Am I trying to be a “good” person, relying on myself to earn God’s favor? 

 What next steps does God want me to take in light of what His Spirit is saying in this passage? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what you learned as you did the self-evaluation from last week.  What are some next steps you 

felt God wanted you to take? 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments Assignment:  What does it look like to “rely on Christ” on a consistent 

basis?  What ways can we help/encourage others to look to Jesus for our confidence and sufficiency?   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


