
 

 

 

Main Point:  “Good” people face God’s anger because He judges by His standards of fairness, not ours. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Finding Your Identity in Christ.  Martin Luther, the great reformer wrote, “This 

Epistle...is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word by heart, but occupy 

himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, 

and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  But the first four chapters are notable for 

explaining how this gospel saves both Jew and Gentile by faith in Christ alone.  Paul writes to a group 

of believers living in Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel 

so that all nations, Jew and Gentile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.   

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: Many today complain Christians are too judgmental. How might this be true of 

us if we read Romans 1:18-32 and say, “Well done, St. Paul, I agree and I could never condone 

the evil of these people”? 

 

 Recall that Romans 1:18-32 points out many sins worthy of God’s wrath, including 

homosexuality and lesbianism.   

 Listening well to the answers to this question will give you great insight into the hearts your 

people.  You will know very quickly which members struggle with judgmentalism and which 

struggle with a gracefulness that tends toward acceptance of sin.   

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 2:1-5. Paul refers to 1:18-32. Why does condemning bad behavior 

in others condemn me too? How can he say this to a moral person, and how could he say it to 

me? Read Rom. 1:29-31 for help. 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“IS GOD KIND?” - Romans 2:1-16 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



 The only way to be capable of true and righteous judgment is to be unbiased and removed 

from the circumstances of the case.  It would be scandalous for a judge to decide a case in 

which he had dealings with the plaintiff or defendant.  It would be beyond scandalous, even 

unthinkable, for a judge to decide the case if his dealings with either party were illegal.  We 

would all cry out for him to be defrocked and placed next to the defendant to be judged along 

with him.   

 When we try to judge the actions of any other human being, we are like that crooked judge.  

We all know the pot should not call the kettle “black.”  The pot is just like the kettle, a lowly 

implement only fit for one job in one location, the fireplace.  They both are black with soot and 

deserve to stay in the fire.   

 The moral person is not completely moral.  They may have been able to contain a few evil 

behaviors through willpower and the fear of social ostracism, but there are many more evils 

they have not contained.  Also, the evils they have “contained” were not done so with moral or 

pure motives, but rather with selfish, face-saving ones.  None of us are righteous (Rom. 3:10).   

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Why doesn’t God punish people who won’t repent immediately (Romans 2:4-5)? 

Why do we “store up wrath for ourselves” when we refuse to admit our sinful nature and 

choices through our lifetime? 

 

 God wants all people to come to salvation (1 Tim. 2:4).  He is so patient with all of us so that we 

will not perish (2 Peter 3:9).   

 With every new hour we live, we commit new sins or repeat old sinful patterns.  As one has 

said, “our hearts are idol-making factories.”  Our desires work around the clock inventing new 

ways we can please and worship ourselves instead of our Creator.  And our hands quickly 

respond by taking those idols and obeying their commands to engage in whatever sinful 

behavior maximizes our pleasure and highlights our sense of power.  These continual affronts 

to the Kingship of God are recorded in the “law books.”  If we do not cut that record off by 

casting it onto Christ, a Day of Judgment will come when the only option God will have is to 

“throw the book” at us.   

 

QUESTION #2: Read Romans 2:6-11. How does God evaluate us? Can living a good life and 

obeying God’s law save us whether or not we trust in Jesus and His sacrifice for us? Why or why 

not? Read Romans 3:9, 19-20 with James 2:10. Do I view myself as “guilty” before God as those 

described in Romans 1:22-31? 

 

 God evaluates by our works. 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



 If it were possible to obey God’s commands perfectly and never sin our entire lives, yes, we 

could be saved by obedience.  This idea seems to be inherent in Paul’s point in 3:7.  However, 

there is the complicating factor of original sin.  We inherited a sin nature and God’s judgment 

against us because of Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden.  Some would argue that even if it 

were possible to never sin in life, we would still be under judgment and would need salvation 

through Christ because of our sin nature.  Others would add to this perspective the reminder 

that it is absolutely impossible to avoid sin precisely because of this sin nature.  Many have 

argued that Jesus’ unique birth to a virgin through the Holy Spirit prevented Him from 

inheriting a sin nature, and thus, He was not able to sin or at the very least, able not to sin.   

 So Paul’s point in 2:7 might be a theoretical but not actual possibility.  He appears to use it as 

bait for religious folks, like the Jews, to appeal to our sense that we can be good enough to be 

saved on our own merits.  Paul argues that, theoretically, it is possible to be saved if you are 

good enough, but then quickly shuts down this works-righteousness instinct in the rest of the 

chapter and certainly in chapter 3.  He makes it clear that no one has actually been able to pull 

off a sinless life, which we know is ultimately due to our sin nature, and so salvation in Christ is 

our only hope.    

 

QUESTION #3: If it were possible to obey God’s law on our own, would God declare us righteous 

without faith in Christ’s (2:13)? Why or why not? Is anyone able to live up to God’s moral law 

common to all (Rom. 1:21, 28; 3:10-11)? 

 

 See comments above. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Who do you know that is really a “good” person but has probably not trusted in 

Jesus Christ? Are you convinced that this “good” person is facing God’s wrath? If so, what steps 

are you willing to take to speak the truth in love to this person? 

 

 A proverbially “good person” is one of the most challenging people to reach.  They are acting 

in good and socially estimable ways out of a conscious or subconscious desire to be worthy of 

“glory and honor and immortality” (2:7).  They inherently fear judgment from God or some 

outside, mysterious force that could destroy their happiness now and into the unknown future, 

although they may not be aware of this deep, existential burden nor are they often able to 

articulate these feelings.  It is clear that this subconscious angst is nonetheless present, 

LIVING:   

 



however, because 10 times out of 10 the “good” person feels defensive and “judged” whenever 

you suggest that they are not good enough to be “OK” with God or humanity or the cosmos.   

 This universal human fear-driven angst regarding their moral fitness to avoid judgment is 

almost evidence enough that God’s wrath against all people, even the so-called “good” ones, is 

absolutely and terrifyingly real (1:32; 2:2, 15).   

 The best evangelistic step with a “good” person is to help them see that their carefully-

constructed shield of moral acceptability is only made out of wood and they are trying to 

deflect a judgment that will come with the forcefulness of fire.  Ray Comfort, adopting the style 

of the Apostle Paul and the Reformer Martin Luther, does a good job in a modern day context 

using the Law to wound the conscience of the “good” person in order to then heal them with 

the salve of the Gospel.  Check out many of his YouTube videos and read his book, The Way of 

the Master to see how this approach can work.  The “good” person must be affirmed in their 

inherent insistence that good works are necessary to save someone or make them acceptable, 

but then they must be shown that neither they or anyone else actually lives up to the standard 

of practicing good works with perfection.  They must see their own failure to keep all the laws 

of goodness.  Only then will they see the value and necessity of Jesus’ perfect obedience and 

sacrificial death offered for any lawbreaker who is willing to trust in Him. 

 Remember, that even those these conversations can happen in one-time conversations, the 

best interactions seem to be those that involve ongoing relationships of trust.  So reach out to 

unbelieving “good” people.  Become their friend and talk with them about these things, 

graciously and honestly. 

 

QUESTION #2: How is Bible knowledge both valuable and yet a dangerous thing to have? How 

can we grow in Bible knowledge while avoiding the dangers of becoming a hypocrite? 

 

 Bible knowledge is crucial to understanding who God is, what He expects, and what He will do 

to those who either obey Him or disobey Him.   

 However, this knowledge can lead us to try to do what He expects on our own strength in 

order to avoid His wrath and win His favor.  This always results in legalism, which causes us to 

be defensive and prideful when critiqued and disdainful of those who don’t keep the laws as 

well as we do.  Ultimately, it leads to a self-deception that prevents us from truly trusting in 

Christ alone for salvation.  In this way, knowing the Bible can lead to damnation (John 5:39-41). 

 The solution: always read the Bible, every word, through the lens of the Gospel.  Always see 

Jesus, His righteousness and His loving gift of life to us sinners throughout each page and 

never see yourself as the main character and your own attempt at self-righteousness as the 

main goal. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

How does this passage change the way I relate to family, friends and neighbors who may not share 

my moral values? How does knowing God and His grace showered on me transform my thinking, 

actions, attitudes and relationships? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share about how last week’s passage changed your thinking, actions, attitudes, and relationships. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments 

Assignment:  What does God want me to learn from Romans 2:1-16? Do this self-evaluation: 

 Do I stand next to the one Paul addresses in 2:1-5 and look down on them as the “sinner”? 

 Am I trying to be a “good” person, relying on myself to earn God’s favor? 

 What next steps does God want me to take in light of what His Spirit is saying in this passage? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


