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Main Point: Worship God by using ALL your gifts and abilities to serve His people. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: God has given every Christian abilities and gifts to serve His Church and bring 

glory to His name.  We are His masterpieces!  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  Paul writes to a group of believers living 

in Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel so that all nations, 

Jew and Gentile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.  That obedience is most fully 

displayed in our willingness to worship God with our whole selves, body and soul, spiritual gifts and 

natural abilities.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What have people said are your natural abilities?  What are some skills you have 

that you have developed over the years?  How have you used these things in your life?   

 Spend a good portion of your time on these connecting questions. 

 You will learn much about your people and even how they may be encouraged to use their 

abilities for Kingdom service. 

 

QUESTION: #2: Have you ever had the opportunity to use a natural ability or skill for Christ?  

Tell about it.  How was this experience different from when you used these things for other 

purposes? 

 Make sure to also look for ways to encourage your people if you have seen them use a skill or 

ability for Christ. 

 You could turn this connecting time into a time of celebrating what God has done and is doing 

through the various abilities of your people!  Spend time in prayers of praise to God for how 

He is working in everyone! 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“DEVELOP YOUR ABILITIES” – Romans 12:1-8 

 

CONNECTING: 
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QUESTION #1: What is Paul’s appeal to believers based upon in verse 1?  Hint: look at the 

previous context, especially 11:25-36.  “Spiritual worship” in verse 1 can also be translated or 

interpreted as “rational” or “logical” worship.  Why would giving God your whole self in 

worship be the most rational thing you could do in life?  Hint:  what has He done for us? 

 He has just talked about how great and merciful God is in saving many Jews and Gentiles, even 

through their disobedience.  Based on these mercies of God, He makes an appeal to believers 

to worship God. 

 If God is this wise, powerful, good and merciful to weave together a complex plan of 

disobedience and redemption in order to save us, then to worship Him, and not yourself, 

would be the most reasonable thing to do with your life! 

 

QUESTION #2: Why is being absorbed in God’s Word so important?  How does it affect us?  

What does it show us?  How would you be likely to use your natural abilities and skills if you 

didn’t know God’s will? 

 It allows us to see where we are still conformed to the system of thinking and behaving of the 

world.  This protects us from engaging in foolish and destructive practices. 

 Without God clearly declaring His will to us – which ultimately is to use all of our selves for His 

glory – we would naturally use our gifts, skills, and abilities to worship ourselves and pridefully 

seek to achieve greatness. 

 

QUESTION #3: What is a clear, observable sign that we are trusting in our ourselves and our 

abilities instead of Christ and His grace (see verse 3)?  When we recognize every ability we have 

is a sheer gift from God, how are we likely to view our place in the Body of Christ and our 

fellow brothers and sisters (4-5).   

 If we have become prideful and self-righteous and consider ourselves better than others, it is 

clear we have trusted in ourselves and our abilities.  It is also true that if we have become 

despairing and self-destructive because we don’t feel like our abilities are good enough or 

praised enough by others, we have likewise trusted in ourselves instead of Christ and His grace. 

 If we trust in Christ and His grace, we will be content in the way He has made us and gifted us, 

and we will consider our fellow Christians as equally valuable and important in their own 

expressions of giftedness and ability.   We will not become prideful. 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Discuss some practical ways the different abilities and skills represented in your 

LIFE Group can be used for the building up of the Church and the furthering of its mission for 

Christ.  How can these abilities and skills still be used for Christ when you are at work, home, or 

just having fun? 

 Continue brainstorming and praying together about how God has uniquely knit your group 

together with its various expressions of giftedness and ability.   

 Start planning how you could marshal those abilities for service in our church and community 

for the name of Christ!  Please let me know what you come up with.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

How is the Body concept working for you? Are you becoming more aware of needing and 

appreciating the contribution of others? Are you entering into the suffering of others and rejoicing 

with those who are honored? If not, what is holding you back? Pray and examine your life for growth 

areas. Ask God to make you aware of opportunities to use your gifts and the courage to take your 

next steps in serving him.   

 

 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Has God revealed to you any next steps in how you might use your gifts to serve Him?  Share these 

with your group. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Make a list of the various abilities and skills you have and those of your brothers and sisters in your 

LIFE Group.  Spend the week praying about how God might specifically use you and your LIFE Group 

to serve Christ and His mission in our city.  Discuss, pray, and plan at your next meeting!   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us over the Christmas and New Years season to meet many new visitors 

to Stonebridge.  Invite them to your LIFE Group! 

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


