
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“WHY WE CAN TRUST GOD” 
ROMANS 3:27-4:25 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Main Point:  God makes us right with Him through His Son’s sacrifice and this reveals His divine justice.  

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Finding Your Identity in Christ.  Martin Luther, the great reformer wrote, “This Epistle...is 

worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word by heart, but occupy himself with it every 

day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the 

more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 
  
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  But the first four chapters are notable for explaining 

how this gospel saves both Jew and Gentile by faith in Christ alone.  Paul writes to a group of believers living in 

Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel so that all nations, Jew and Gen-

tile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.   
  
[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 

original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    
QUESTION #1: Read Numbers 23:19 and share an example of when you had an opportunity to act on faith 
in one of God’s promises? How hard was it to trust God and what did you learn? 
 Sometimes, to get discussion started, it is helpful for you as the leader to be the first to share a personal 

example. 

 Remember our spiritual goal from a few years ago?  It was “trusting God as never before.”  This is the very 
essence of the Christian faith.  Listen to your people share and learn about where they might be on their 
journey to trust God more and more.   

UNDERSTANDING 
QUESTION #1: Read Romans 3:27-31. Why does God’s way of righteousness make it impossible for anyone to 

boast about human effort or good works? How does God’s way of righteousness put both Jews and Gentiles 

on the same level before God? 

 We are given His righteousness simply by trusting in His salvation.  The only boasting we can do is to boast in 

His works, not ours (Gal. 6:14; 1 Cor. 1:31) 

 If it were a righteousness earned by works of the Law, then the Jews would have a superior advantage.  Be-

cause of their knowledge of the commands and continual proximity to the pressure that these commands im-

posed on their consciences, they likely would have been better lawkeepers than the Gentiles.  Therefore, the 

Jews would have been more righteous than the Gentiles.  

 ut Paul appeals to another theological sentiment the Jews would have naturally affirmed in order to help them 

see that they are on equal footing with the Gentiles.  The Jews new that there was really only one God (Deut. 

6:4).  This meant there was only one Creator of all peoples and things (Gen. 1:1).  Yahweh, then, was clearly 

not just the God of the Jews but also of the Gentiles.  The Gentiles just failed to recognize this.  This point that 

Paul makes would have been readily accepted by the Jews.  In Romans 3:29 and 30, Paul helps the Jews see 

that the only way God can rightly be over all peoples and give them equal opportunity to be saved by Him, 

they must be on a level playing field.  The Law was not such an equitable foundation.  It was only given to the 

Jews.  However, faith was level.  It doesn’t matter if you were Abraham, who did not have the Law, or Moses, 

who did, or a Gentile from Asia, who had only heard about faith in Christ but was ignorant of the Law.  All 

these types of people have equal opportunity to be saved by faith in Jesus Christ. 



QUESTION #2: Read Romans 4:1-25. How would you summarize what the passage is about? What spoke to 

your heart the most? What questions do you still have? How would you summarize what it means to be 

accepted totally by God’s grace, regardless of your works? 

 In Romans 3:26-31, Paul explains that salvation comes through faith, not works.  In Romans 4:1-25, He gives 

an example from a patriarch the Jews revered, Abraham, and supporting evidence from their much lauded 

King, David, that indeed, this idea of righteousness through faith is taught in the heart of the Jewish Scriptures. 

 Grace: God simply chooses to declare you righteous by a simple act of you believing that He has the amazing, 

resurrection power to do so through the work of Jesus Christ. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Romans 4:6-8. In what ways can David be an encouragement to you when you’re 

tempted to despair because of your sin and short-comings? (See Psalm 51:9-12). 

 David is not fixated on his inability to keep the Law.  Neither is he fixated on a renewed, self-righteous, self-

empowered attempt to keep the Law more fully.   

 He is primarily fixated on God and His ability to forgive and provide soul-satisfying joy.   

 When we sin, yes, we repent.  Yes, we hate that we failed.  But the focus of our energies must be spent on 

running to the arms of the Prodigal Father and experiencing His unbelievable and amazing love, grace, and 

friendship.   

 This experience of deep relationship with God is ultimately what empowers us to take next steps of obedience.  

We will not take lasting steps of obedience as a result of our self-oriented resolve, planning, and perseverance.  

This will surely slide into self-righteous attempts at keeping the Law, or in other words, “being holy.”  You will 

only become holy by focusing all your passion and intensity on the Holy One, and His love for you. 

 

QUESTION #4: Read Romans 4:9-17. What came first, God counting Abraham righteous by faith, or the sign 

of circumcision? (See Genesis 15:6 and Genesis 17:10). How are circumcision and believers baptism similar?  

 God counted Abraham righteous by faith before circumcision. 

 Circumcision was an external marker that identified a Jew as being part of the Jewish community.  It meant 

that they identified with Yahweh and Yahweh’s covenant people.  It did not save them (Romans 4:10-11).  It 

merely identified them as being saved. 

 Baptism is similar.  It too, is merely an external marker that identifies a true believer-by-faith as being part of 

the Christian community.  It means that they identify with Jesus Christ and His covenant people, the Church.  It 

does not save them.  It merely identifies them as being saved. 

 

QUESTION #5: Read Romans 4:18-21. How many characteristics of Abraham’s faith can you identify? Which 

one inspires you the most? (See Hebrews 11:18-19). How was Abraham able to resist the temptation to doubt 

God’s promise (see 4:20)? What lesson does this offer us? 

 Characteristics of Abraham’s faith: 

 He believed, even when it seemed hopeless. 

 He believed the word and promise of God that he would be the father of many nations (Gen. 15:5) 

 His faith did not weaken even when he looked at the negative external circumstances of his life 

 He did not distrust God’s promise 

 Instead, he grew stronger in faith 

 He gave glory to God through his faith, against all odds 

 He was fully convinced that God had the power to do whatever He said, no matter how amazing. 

 Giving glory to God and knowing that God is God, and therefore obviously powerful enough to do anything, 

helped Abraham resist the temptation to doubt God.   

 The essence of a faith that is pleasing to God is to believe that He exists as the very Creator of the Universe, 

and to believe that He has the power by virtue of being this all-powerful Creator to reward those who seek 

Him by faith (Heb. 11:6). 

UNDERSTANDING (cont.) 



QUESTION #1: Are there any circumstances in your life that are causing your faith to flicker? You may be 

facing a situation that humanly speaking looks impossible. It could be in the area of finances; or a rela-

tionship; or something at work; or your health. How can the example of Abraham be an encouragement 

to you? 

QUESTION #2: Spend time praising God for His justice in judging sin, and His mercy in providing a way to 

justify sinners. Praise Him for His holy hatred of sin, and His holy love for sinners. 

 Really try to spend a lot of time in celebratory prayer with your group.  Don’t cut this time short.   

 Help your people see the hints, big and small, of God’s work in their life. 

LIVING 

Don’t forget to share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and 
sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!!  
 
REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Do you feel more lovable and closer to God when you’ve been doing good things than when you’ve done wrong? 

Review this statement: “In Christ, nothing you can do will make God love you less, and nothing you can do can make 

God love you more.” Ask God to help you put your trust more completely in Jesus Christ and His cross rather than 

your own performance. Praise and worship Him! 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what you learned as you thought about last week’s assignment. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments Assignment:   

How does Abraham’s life motivate you to trust God to accomplish something extraordinary in your life? Share 

with a friend one thing you will do this week to step out in faith and demonstrate you are trusting God to perform 

what He promised. 

 

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 
 

NEXT STEPS 




