
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“WHERE LOVE AND JUSTICE MEET” 
ROMANS 3:21-26 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Main Point:  God makes us right with Him through His Son’s sacrifice and this reveals His divine justice.  

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Finding Your Identity in Christ.  Martin Luther, the great reformer wrote, “This Epistle...is 

worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word by heart, but occupy himself with it every 

day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the 

more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 
  
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Romans is all about the gospel.  But the first four chapters are notable for explaining 

how this gospel saves both Jew and Gentile by faith in Christ alone.  Paul writes to a group of believers living in 

Rome around A.D. 57.  His goal as stated in 1:5, is to be an apostle of the gospel so that all nations, Jew and Gen-

tile, glorify Christ through their obedience of faith.   
  
[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 

original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 
Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    
 

QUESTION #1: Review the “bad news” (Rom. 1:18-3:20). In terms of going to court, who is the judge? What 
are the charges? What evidence is there for wrongdoing? What is the verdict? What does it mean to be 
under the “power of sin”?   
 
 God is the Judge (2:1, 16; 3:6, 19) 
 
The Charges and Evidence: 
 We suppress the truth about God (1:18) 
 We do not honor God or give thanks to Him (1:21) 
 We exchanged God’s glory for created images (1:23) 
 We were impure and immoral (1:24, 26-28) 
 We exchanged the truth about God for a lie (1:25) 
 We worshipped and served creatures instead of the Creator (1:25) 
 We committed much unrighteousness (1:28-32) 
 We also gave approval to the wickedness of others (1:32) 
 We pass unjust judgment on other people (2:1) 
 We are hypocrites (2:21-24) 
 We are not righteous (3:10) 
 We do not seek for God (3:11) 
 We do nothing good (3:12) 
 We speak deceptively for our own benefit (3:13) 
 We curse (3:14) 
 We shed blood (or turn a blind eye to it for our benefit) (3:15) 
 We do not fear God (3:18) 
 



CONNECTING (cont.) 

The Verdict: 
 God’s wrath is upon us (1:18; 2:5) 
 God gives us up to self-destruction through bondage to sin (1:24, 28) 
 We will be judged and will perish (2:12) 
 We will not be justified before God on our own ability (3:20) 
 
To be under the power of sin means to be totally enslaved by it.  It is a hopeless state.  There is no way out of it.  
Like in the case of Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde, Hyde being Jekyl’s dark self completely and totally consumed by sin and 
selfishness, we are all under the power of our Mr. Hydes.  He has us pinned to the mat and we simply cannot 
remove him or prevent his winning the match.   
 
QUESTION #2: Read Romans 3:21-26. What is Paul’s main point? What words in this passage are 

unfamiliar to you?  

 Even though we could not be righteous in God’s sight on our own merits, God has still made a way for us to 
receive this righteous status.  That way is apart from works of the law.  That way is also the truth and the life.  
That way is Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ alone. 

 Righteousness: the state of being perfectly holy and just in God’s sight 
 Manifested: revealed, shown 
 No Distinction: no partiality; no bias 
 Justified: made righteous 
 Grace: God giving us something we do not deserve and did not earn 

 Redemption: that act of purchasing something back by paying a ransom; reclaiming, especially from slavery 
 Propitiation: the act of removing wrath; to appease (Jesus’ blood sacrifice brought the wrath of God upon 

Himself and removed it from those His blood covered) 
 Forbearance: intentionally and patiently holding off on bringing justified penalties against another perso 
 Just:  the one who is declared justified, righteous 
 Justifier: the one who makes another person justified, righteous 

QUESTION #1: What does it mean to “fall short of the glory of God” (1:23; 2:7; 3:23; 8:18)? 
 
 The glory of God is seen ultimately in His perfections.  He is perfect in every character trait He possesses.  

There are no flaws, defects, or sins.   
 We fall far short of this untouchable standard.  No one can try to compete with God and win the top spot on 

the righteousness “leader board”, although oddly, many have tried in their self-righteous attempts at philan-
thropic vainglory.  

 Because each of us is deeply flawed and sinful, we fall short of this glorious standard of righteousness.  
 
QUESTION #2: Review the following terms and their meaning with your group. Why are they important to 
understand? 
 
[NOTE: See brief definitions in the Connecting section, above] 
 Righteousness of God (3:21) – if we don’t know the gold standard, we will have no way to know if we are in 

need of help or not and we will have no way to know where to turn to for help.  But because we know that it is 
God who is the standard of righteousness, we know at the same time two things:  1.) we are not righteous and 
2.) He is the only one who can help us by giving us His own righteous status. 

 Believe (3:22) – this is what faith is.  We simply accept the truth about Jesus: that He is God and that He is the 
only one who can save us and make us righteous before the Father. 

 Justified (3:24) – this is the ultimate good news!!  That we can be given God’s righteousness! 
 Grace (3:24) – this little word unpacks a big reminder that will stick with us throughout eternity:  receiving 

God’s righteousness and being saved from Hell had nothing to do with us or our performance.  God simply 
granted it in His lovingkindness. 

UNDERSTANDING 



QUESTION #1: Paul says that by faith in Jesus I’ve been purchased from slavery to sin (redeemed) and Je-
sus’ death on my behalf satisfied the righteous wrath of God. How does knowing this affect how I live my 
daily life?     
 God is never mad at you.  Even when you fail and sin, Jesus has paid this and God is still pleased with you. 
 You do not have to give into your temptations.  You have the power from God to resist.  Even when you fail, 

be reminded that the fact that you were in the throes of the fight and the fact that you often defeat your 
temptations, are evidences that you actually have much power over sin.  Sin may win some battles, but Christ 
in you has already won the war! 

 Be given over to radical and constant thanksgiving to God!  He has been good to you!! 
 
QUESTION #2: How does Jesus’ death in our place prove God is just, merciful and gracious (3:26)?     
 God had to destroy sin and evil.  If He did not, He would not be perfectly just.  Someone had to die for all the 

wickedness of this world.  The fact that Jesus did die under God’s wrath, proves God’s justice. 
 God crushed Jesus instead of us.  We deserved to die.  Jesus didn’t!  This proves God’s mercy.  Mercy is not 

giving someone the penalty that they deserve. 
 Not only did God spare us from wrath, He gave us much more!  He didn’t just spare us and send us on our 

way to eek out an existence in the desert, as if we were some hated criminal who got a presidential pardon.  
No, He invited us to be in His royal family.  Like the prodigal son’s father, He welcomed us in and gave us 
many gifts.  This is grace.  Grace is giving somebody blessings they did not deserve or earn. 

LIVING 

Don’t forget to share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and 
sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!!  
 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Talk with your group about the ways Romans 1:18-3:20 help inform our understanding of the conflicts we see in 

our country following the election. Pray with your group for a deeper conviction of sin and a stronger 

understanding that Christ is our only hope (John 14:6). Pray for revival in America. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what you learned as you thought about last week’s assignment. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments Assignment:   

Do you feel more lovable and closer to God when you’ve been doing good things than when you’ve done wrong? 

Review this statement: “In Christ, nothing you can do will make God love you less, and nothing you can do can 

make God love you more.” Ask God to help you put your trust more completely in Jesus Christ and His cross rather 

than your own performance. Praise and worship Him! 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

UNDERSTANDING (cont.) 

 Redemption (3:24) – where once the Mr. Hyde (sin nature) had us pinned to the mat under the enslaving 
power of sin, now we have been released from his clutches by a bigger fighter, Jesus Christ.  Christ beat down 
Hyde and pinned him to the mat so we could be free from his bondage. 

 Propitiation (3:25) – God’s wrath had to be directed somewhere.  There was real evil in the world on account 
of our behavior.  His perfect justice and goodness and to deal with it and eradicate it.  So Jesus stepped in.  He 
took our sin and evil upon His shoulders and took the blunt force of the fullness of God’s righteous judgment 
and wrath so we didn’t have to. 



1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 
 

NEXT STEPS 


