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Main Point:  It’s only through believing what Christ has done for us that we can be made right with 

God. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, 

Germany on September 24, 1517 and launched the Protestant Reformation. His Bible-based teaching 

brought a new understanding of the justifying grace of God through the person and work of Jesus 

Christ. He emphasized the spiritual authority of Scripture. Sadly, the Reformation is connected to the 

persecution of Jews and Anabaptists. Romans 9-11 will enhance our understanding of God and his 

plan for the ages. It will give us greater confidence in the gospel as we share it with others. It will 

clarify God’s role and ours in the plan of salvation. Worship the God of expanding grace!  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  In the chapters 1-4, Paul tells us how to be right with God by faith in 

Christ, and this by grace alone.  In chapters 5-8, Paul shows how this grace of God gives us assurance 

even in suffering and helps us live a freedom that allows us to serve God and others by His Spirit.  In 

the next chapters, Paul begins to talk about how Jews and Gentiles fit together in this masterful plan 

of salvation for God’s elect people. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures? 

 

QUESTION #2: Can you think of someone who sincerely believed something and yet were wrong 

in what they believed? Can you think of a time when you sincerely believed something and you 

were wrong in what you believed? Talk about it with your group. 

 Make sure to spend time to really hear your group members’ stories. 

 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“HOW BIG IS GOD’S HEART?” – Romans 10:5-13 

 

CONNECTING: 
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QUESTION #1: Read Romans 10:5-13. What were the Jews trusting in to be right with God? Is 

being religious the same thing as being right with God? Why or why not? 

 They were trusting that they could keep the Law in order to be saved and right with God.   

 Moses had commanded the Israelites to keep God’s Law in order to be right with God.  He 

even made sure they would not make the excuse that they were ignorant of the Law and 

unable to know what the commands were.  He reminded them that the Law is not up in 

Heaven or across the sea, and therefore inaccessible to them.  Rather, the Law has come down 

to them and they have heard it (Deut. 30:10-16) 

 This is definitely a works-based or law-based system of attaining righteousness.  It is the heart 

of what “religion” is about:  Do good so the deity will be pleased with you and you won’t be 

judged by him…do not do bad so the deity will not be angry with you and punish you.   

 Because it is impossible to do everything right and avoid doing everything that is bad, you can 

never be totally “right” with God.  Therefore, religious practice can’t make you right with God.  

Religion is not the same thing as having true righteousness.   

 What Moses taught was not sufficient.  Rather, its deficiency pointed to something that is 

sufficient: Jesus Christ! 

 

QUESTION #2: What would you say to someone who said, “What you believe doesn’t matter as 

long as you’re sincere?” Do you think zeal (sincerity) for God can sometimes get in the way of 

knowing Him in a personal way? 

 A simple analogy is sufficient to show the illogic of that statement.  Would they get into a car 

with bad brakes even if they sincerely believed the car could safely drive them to their 

destination? 

 How much more important is the belief if the issue is about their eternal safety?  If non-

Christian beliefs are like bad brakes that can eternally wreck your soul, is it wise to think 

everything will be OK simply because you have sincere belief in those non-Christian beliefs? 

 Zeal can certainly get in the way of knowing God.  Zeal tends to be driven by pride in 

achievement.  When we get into religion, we can tend to treat it as a thing we must “master” in 

order to feel confident or proud in ourselves.  We like to say we are mastering the religion to 

be pleasing to God, but most often we are trying to simply please ourselves by pleasing Man 

(causing them to esteem us).  Therefore, zeal is self-focused often, instead of God-focus…and 

this limits our ability to truly know God. 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #3: Read Romans 10:9-10. What are we to believe? What are we to confess? Why are 

both believing with the heart and confessing with the mouth important?  

 We are to believe that God the Father rose Jesus from the dead 

 We are to confess that Jesus is Lord 

 It is one thing to internally or privately believe that Jesus really is the Son of God and therefore, 

did die for our sins and rise again.  It is quite another to begin publicly telling God and your 

fellow Man that you believe these things and our willing to give your entire life to Jesus as your 

Master and Lord.  If someone is unwilling to confess publicly, it calls into question the reality or 

gravity of their internal belief and commitment. 

 

QUESTION #4: What is the gospel and how would you define it? How does your definition 

compare with what Paul wrote in I Corinthians 15:3-4? What else can you learn about the 

gospel from Romans 1:16-17? How many of the problems we face can be traced back to a 

failure to understand the truth and power of the gospel? 

 The gospel:  we are saved not by our own works but by the work of Jesus on the cross to die 

for the forgiveness of our sins and by His resurrection confirming this forgiveness.  We receive 

the saving benefits of Christ work through simple belief that He is the Savior and Lord and that 

His death and resurrection are true and sufficient to save us. 

 Often we forget the “was buried” part.  But this is important because it confirms that His death 

was not a deception.  He literally was entombed for three days.  It also confirms the prophecies 

that He would be in the “belly of the earth” just like the sign of Jonah who was in the “belly of 

the whale” for three days (Matt. 12:38-45).   

 The gospel is the power of God that brings salvation to Jew and Gentile alike.  It reveals to us 

the righteousness of God that is given through faith in Christ.  We receive this righteousness by 

faith and are given eternal life.   

 ALL our problems have some linkage to works-based attempts to be right with God and Man. 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: What does it mean to confess “Jesus is Lord”? Share with the group how your 

confession of Jesus as Lord has influenced your life.  

 We confess that Jesus is this Son of God, the only way of salvation, who died for ours sins, was 

buried, and rose again.   

LIVING:   
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 We are therefore, publicly and unashamedly telling everyone that He is our Master.  We submit 

to His authority. 

 

QUESTION #2: When it comes to being right with God is your trust in what you can DO, or is 

your trust in what Christ has DONE for you? How do you know? 

 One way to tell is our peace of mind and level of spiritual, emotional and mental stability. 

 One who is trying to prove themselves by their performance will inevitably suffer instability 

because they can never perform well enough.  One who has let Christ prove Himself on their 

behalf, is at ease (Matt. 11:28-30).   

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Make a top ten list of friends and loved ones who are far from God. Talk about the obstacles that may 

be keeping them from surrendering their lives to Jesus the King. Pray for them with your family or LIFE 

Group. Report next time on any spiritual conversations you’ve had with others.   

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group about any spiritual conversations you had.   

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Memorize Romans 10:13. Who is someone you can share this verse with? Who can you pray for that 

he or she will believe, confess, and call upon the Lord? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 


