
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“Come Quickly, Lord Jesus”  
Revelation 22: 6-21  

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

God’s promise for our future impacts the way we live today.  
SERIES OVERVIEW:   Let us hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils vivid pictures of invisible 
realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled church to fortify Christians 
against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a number 
of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, while  
enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book about  
being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and seeing how 
future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s people in the 
midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 

Question #1: The Bible gives few details about heaven. Review Revelation 21:9-22:5 and describe heaven: Who 
will be living there? What will they be doing? How will it be like earth…and unlike it?     
 

 The citizens will only be those written in the Lamb’s book of life.  These are those washed of their uncleanness by 
the blood of Christ.  Those not washed are unbelievers who remain in their state of being “unclean, detestable, and 
false” (21:27). 

 We don’t know much from the text about our activities in Heaven, but we do know a few things.  We will be 
worshipping God (22:3).  We will experience an unprecedented feeling of security and peace (as seen in the image of 
the gates that will never be shut because there is no night when intruders could come and destroy - 21:25).  We will 
experience a deep sense of belonging as sons and daughters of the royal family of God (as seen in the image of seeing 
His face and having His name written on our foreheads - 22:4).  We will always have access to God without any 
hindrance (21:22).  We will have a continual, eternal experience of the fullness of life (as seen in the image of the 
river of the water of life with the trees of life on each side of the river - 22:1-2).  An experience of life means an 
existence that is free from being constantly overshadowed by the spectre of death and separation ready to steal our 
peace, security and joy.  This is our plight in this life.  But life will One Day be the only thing we will think about and 
expect tomorrow, the next day and every single day into a limitless future (Psalm 16:11)! 

 We know that we will not be simply spirit beings.  We, like our Lord Jesus, will forever be joined as Body-Soul 
beings.  This means we will inhabit a physical space.  We are not ethereal or space-less.  This then implies that the 
New Heavens and New Earth will be very physical places.  However, because we have a new type of body that is 
unencumbered by the limitations of our current bodies, our experience of the physical space of the New Heavens 
and New Earth will likely be very different from our experience now. 

 
Question #2: Warren Wiersbe writes, “Heaven is more than a destination; it is a motivation. Knowing that we 
shall dwell in the heavenly city ought to make a difference in our lives here and now” (Be Victorious, p. 152). 
Knowing what you do about heaven, what difference does it make in your daily life?  
 

 Be prepared to share your own thoughts and experiences on this question.  This will help your people open up. 
 Be listening for key statements that will help you identify where each person is at on their spiritual journey.   



UNDERSTANDING 
Question #1:  Read Revelation 22:6-21. What are the three main values of Revelation which Randy observed 
from this passage?  Why is it so important for us to value and obey Scripture? Why is it important for our chil-
dren to learn to honor and apply Scripture?  
 

 Love and obey the Word of God, Live lives of holiness, and Share the Gospel with others 

 The Bible is the very words of God.  If we reject it and devalue it by rejecting God as its author, we are rejecting 
God Himself.  This is how He has chosen to reveal so many things about His character, will and commands.  It is how 
He has chosen to reveal Jesus Christ and the Gospel.  If we don’t believe the Word of God, we cannot have the  
salvation of God that is declared in His Word. 
 Our world is and has forever been in a battle over which interpretation of truth should be ultimately  

trusted.  Since the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3) there has been two types of interpretations or “counsels”:  God’s word 
vs. Satan’s word.  If our children reject God’s counsel about truth and reality, they will, by necessity, accept the 
counsel of Satan and the world influenced by him.  No amount of church exposure, family devotions, discipline, 
sheltering, Christian friends, or children’s and youth church activities will keep a child, who has rejected God’s 
Word, from walking away from the faith.  We must help them see the power and validity of the Scriptures.  One of 
the ways we can do this is to show them the “coherence” Scripture has with observable reality and compare that 
to the lies of the world and their incoherence in relationship to reality.  For example, Scripture is clear that we are 
all inherently sinful and broken deep within.  The world says the opposite.  It claims we are all perfect beings at 
birth and only turn out bad when we have been exposed to bad influences.  All you have to do is take your kids to 
the toddler room at church on any given Sunday and see sin in full bloom.  Little kids, who don’t yet intellectually 
know right or wrong, openly practice selfishness and anger, among other not so sweet behaviors.  Their size may 
make their sin “cute,” but it is the same sin adults have.  Their physical and mental limitations prevent them from 
exercising their sin in the more sinister ways we adults are able to.  But it is still sin and depravity,  
nonetheless.  This is just one of the endless demonstrations of how the Scriptures cohere with what the world is 
really like.   

 
Question #2:  What words of Christ are repeated three times in this closing section (22:7,12,20)? How do these 
words sum up the theme and motivation of Revelation?  
 

 “I am coming soon” 

 Revelation is ultimately about the 2nd and final coming of the Messiah.  He is coming to make all things right and 
new by saving His people and bringing justice upon those who persist in unbelief and sin.   

 
Question #3:  How does Revelation 22:12-16 describe Jesus with attributes and names? How will the final state 
of humanity be determined? Who will enjoy heaven and who will be excluded and why? Why will “washing our 
robes” (22:14) bring blessing?    
 

 Alpha and Omega (first and last letters of the Greek alphabet); first and last; beginning and end; - these all point 
to Jesus’ infinite, exhaustive control over everything as fully God.  He created everything and will re-create  
everything (Heb. 1:1-3).  He has always existed and will always exist. 

 root and descendant of David; - Jesus is both the Lord and Creator of David and the Messianic descendant of  
David’s kingly lineage (Psalm 110:1; Matt. 22:43-45) 

 bright morning star - Jesus is the Messiah, the Savior, who was prophesied about centuries before (Num. 24:17; 
Isa. 9:2; 60:3) 

 People will be divided into two camps at the End based on their works.  Those who are trusting in their own 

works will be cast out from the presence of God and consigned to eternal Judgment to pay for their  

sinfulness.  Those who recognize they are inherently unrighteous and have no hope to be able to pay for their 

wicked deeds by “trading up” with their “good deeds” will be saved and enter into the presence of God for  

eternity because they have trusted in the perfectly righteous works of Christ on their behalf.  This is what the  

Bible means about those who “wash their robes” (22:14).  They have run to Christ and have trusted in His blood 

sacrifice to wash their filthy sin away (1 Cor. 6:9-11; 1 John 1:9). 



LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 
them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock and help 
them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 
Question #1: If you had a cure to a disease like Multiple Sclerosis, would you keep it a secret or share it with 
anyone who had a need? Why do you think Christians, who have the water of life in Christ, are afraid to tell 
others about it?  
 
Question #2: How have you prepared for Christ’s coming? Has Revelation helped you see things differently 
than you did before you studied this book? How have your views of Jesus, Satan, heaven and hell changed? 
Why? What is your biggest learning and how would you sum up the central truth of this book?  
  
REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 
Who is one person you can come alongside and help take their next step with Jesus?  Pray and ask God to show 
you who you can invest in. 
 
REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 
Have your people share the person God has shown them that they would like to disciple (see above).   
 
NEW Follow Up Assignments 
Assignment: What are you waiting for? Is it the Second Coming? How does this influence the way you 
worship? In what ways do you see a need for change in your lifestyle? Close with prayer for each other’s needs 
and that God’s final judgment will motivate us to share the gospel with urgency.  
 
Recommended Resources: 
The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of Revelation  by Vern S. Poythress 
Be Victorious by Warren Wiersbe 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like their names may not be found in the book of life at the 
final judgment.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have 
rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty 
of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear 
the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life 
by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the 
group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have 
group members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things 
if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 
4. Will you and your group serve one of the needs in our congregation I emailed you about? 

NEXT STEPS 


