
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“THE DELIVERY”  
REVELATION 15:1-16:21 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

God’s final judgments will be delivered on earth while shouts of victory resound in heaven.  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   Let us hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils vivid pictures of invisible 
realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled church to fortify Christians 
against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    
 

The New Sign:  The sign in chapter 15 is described as great and amazing.  This in itself is impressive because all 
the prior signs were surely great and amazing.  This one must be singularly captivating.  Why would this be 
so?  Because it describes the “last” of the plague judgments.  When these are spilled out on the earth the “wrath of 
God is finished” (15:1).  The choir sings the “song of Moses” at the revelation of these final plague judgments.  This 
is appropriate as it harkens back to the Israelite exodus from their slavery in Egypt.  God brought terrible plague 
judgments upon the Egyptians so that His people would be set free.  In Exodus 15:1 the people sing the “song of 
Moses” to worship God after He destroyed the Egyptian army on the banks of the Red Sea.  Now here, in 
Revelation at the end of times, God will bring a judgment that again bring justice, final justice, to His embattled 
people.  And all of us will surely sing to Him!  And God will get glory (Rev. 14:4)!    

Question #1:  This is both the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.  As mentioned above (Connecting  
Section), these final plague judgments remind us of the exodus judgments and deliverance of God’s  
people.  Moses, as the servant of Yahweh, leads the people in singing praise to Him.  Here in Revelation, the song 
is ascribed to the Lamb in probably two senses.  First, Jesus Christ is the ultimate servant of Yahweh (John 
8:29).  So, Christ leads us in worship of the Father.  But secondly, Jesus is also fully God and fully worthy of  
worship.  And so the song is also about Him.  Jesus is clearly, “a man of war” (Ex. 15:3; Rev. 19:1).  He also clearly 
“led in steadfast love the people whom He has redeemed; and has guided them by His strength to His holy 
abode” (Ex. 59:53; John 58:5-3).  Jesus is clearly worshipped in this song as “King of the nations” (Rev. 15:3; Psalm 
2:6-12). 
 

Attributes of God: 1.) Omnipotent (great and amazing deeds); 2.) Sovereign (Lord Almighty); 3.) Just; 4.) True; 5.) 
Holy; 6.) Righteous 
 

Imagery of sanctuary:  When the Tabernacle was completed by Moses and the Israelites at the end of the book of 
Exodus, immediately the glory of the Lord, observed as a cloud of thick smoke (called the Shekinah glory),  
covered over the tabernacle and filled it.  By this symbolic act, God communicated visually to His people that His 
dwelling place was with His people.  He would be with them to guide them and protect them as their one and only 
God.  In Revelation 15, God is showing us through John, by a symbolic display of the Shekinah glory, that His 
dwelling place is with His people and that dwelling place is in Heaven (Rev. 15:5).   

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their 
Lord and Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each 
of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we 
are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to 
wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive 
this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-
11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and then pray over 
them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group members gather around and lay hands 
on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no one is comfortable to open up 
in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what 
God’s Word is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you 
can pray for your flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT:  If you’ve never written out your testimony and would like help you can email me at 
robint@stonebridge.church and I will send you some helpful guidelines.  Also, begin your LIFE Group by 
having one person share their testimony. It will be good practice, and gives the opportunity to know one 
another better. Each testimony has “God’s fingerprints” all over it! 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Have some folks share their testimony with your group this week. 

Question #2:  
Bowl 1 (16:2; Exodus 8:8-12) - painful and harmful sores on the bodies of all unbelievers 
Bowl 2 (16:3; Exodus 7:20-21) - sea of blood and death to every living thing in the sea 
Bowl 3 (16:4-7; Exodus 7:20-21) -rivers and springs of blood 
Bowl 4 (16:8-9; Exodus 10:21-23) - sun that scorches unbelievers 
Bowl 5 (16:10-11; Exodus 10:27-28) - throne of beast (his kingdom, the world) in darkness  
Bowl 6 (16:12-16; Exodus 8:2-7) - Euphrates river dried up so Eastern kings can come for war 
Bowl 7 (16:17-21; Exodus 9:22-25) - poured into air; lightning and thunder; largest earthquake ever; cities 
crumbled, Babylon divided into three; all islands and mountains fall away; 100 pound hailstones fall on people 
 

Intensity:  These are all intensified from the Trumpet judgments because these represent the final plague  
judgments on rebellious mankind.  It is not a warning discipline.  It is a total and final judgment with no hope  
of mercy.  
 

Question #3:  God, alone, has the ability to exact perfect justice.  No one is ever wrongly convicted.  No one is  
every executed in error.  No innocent people are punished (because there are no innocent people)!  But everyone 
is given the proper judgment due them for the works of rebellion they have committed in this life.  And God must 
exact justice.  If He did not, He would not be a just God.  He would either be weak or evil.  He is almighty and 
good.  Therefore, He offers grace by having Christ bear the just judgment for our sins, or, if this is rejected by us, 
He offers judgment against us.  He does all these things perfectly and in order.  Unbelievers have come against 
God’s people.  They have either killed and persecuted His saints or they have given tacit approval to such  
actions.  Therefore, the angels can rightly say that God is just in giving them His vengeance.  The recipients of 
John’s letter would have been greatly encouraged.  Most of them had been persecuted and even killed by either 
Jews or Romans.  It would have been a great relief to know that God would one day make all things right. 

UNDERSTANDING  CONTINUED: 



NEXT STEPS 

New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT: Talk with your group: What has surprised you about God in Revelation? How  
would you explain the necessity of these plagues to someone who is not a Christian? Why not role  
play a witnessing situation and talk about how to respond to questions from non-Christian friends?  
The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of Revelation by Vern S. Poythress 
Be Victorious by Warren Wiersbe  

1. Don’t Forget:  BAPTISMS are coming up soon!  Let your people know to contact me! 
2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
4. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 


