
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“HEAVEN, THE NEW JERUSALEM”  
Revelation 21:1-22:5  

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

God is making all things new, restoring everything in Creation. He invites us to answer the question, ‘Am I a  
conqueror, or a coward?’ 
SERIES OVERVIEW:   Let us hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils vivid pictures of invisible 
realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled church to fortify Christians 
against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.   
There is much to understand in this book about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and 
future deliverance of the righteous, and seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is  
ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and 
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.  

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 

Question #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these Scriptures? 
 

Question #2: What ideas of Heaven did you grow up with? What ideas of Heaven do you think are currently the 
most popular within Christianity? What about outside of Christianity? Why is the idea of ‘heaven’ such a 
universally relevant subject? 
 

 Many think of Heaven as just a place to meet departed loved ones.   
 God has put eternity into every human heart (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  All of us think about a life beyond this life.   

UNDERSTANDING 
Question #1:  Read Rev. 21: 1-3; What are the three major spheres of God’s new creation?  What is the  
significance of verse 3? Read Ezekiel 37:26-27. How does this verse help us understand the overarching  
storyline of Scripture? 
 

 Sphere 1: new heaven and new earth; Sphere 2:  new Jerusalem; Sphere 3: new Tabernacle 
Everything circles back to God’s design for us to be with Him.  We were meant to be in His presence, the only place 
where there is fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:11).  Our rebellion has taken us out of his  
presence.  Christ’s redemption has brought us back in.  The Tabernacle of the Israelites and the Temple in Jerusalem 
were foretastes of the final and eternal experience of God’s presence every believer will have in the new heavens and 
earth.  Ezekiel 37 points to this.   
  
Question #2:  Read Rev. 21:9-21: What is being described here as the ‘New Jerusalem?’ Is it a city, a people, or 
both? What might be the importance of the measurements, and the description of its foundation? 
 

 New Jerusalem is both.  There will be a physical place for believers to live.  But the beauty of Heaven is not so 
much the physical place as it is the physical presence of God and the everlasting, intimate relationship He will 
have with us, His people.   

 The measurements and descriptions appear to be symbolic to express a clear point: the City of God, New  

Jerusalem, is the people of God forever connected to Him.  For example: the twelve gates have the names of the 

tribes of Israel written on them.  Then, just a verse or two later, the city is said to have twelve foundations with 

each of the names of the twelve of apostles of Christ written on them.  The point is that God is about  

reconciling a People unto Himself.  Israel in the Old Testament foreshadowed the greater work of God  

establishing His Church, comprised of all believing Jews and Gentiles throughout the world.   



UNDERSTANDING 

Question #3:  Read Rev. 22:1-5: What is the significance of the description here? Does it bring any other  
section(s) of Scripture to mind? Read Gen. 2:4-15. What similarities do you see here? How does this help us 
understand what is going on in Rev. 22? 
 

 Revelation 22 and Genesis 1-2 tie the Bible together.  There is a reason the Holy Spirit opened and closed the 
Story with these two passages.  God is repeating the Creation story in Revelation 22, but with even more  
perfection.  Christ is now present as the Lamb slain for sin in the New Creation, where He wasn’t seen in this way 
in the first Creation.  Because of the work of the Lamb, we now have complete victory over sin and death, eternal 
access to God without any fear of interruption, and a greater love for God and desire to worship Him because we 
see His amazing grace in ways we never could have in the Garden of Eden.    
Many of the same elements and themes are in these passages:  God’s presence, perfection, heavens and earth,  

creation and new creation, a river watering the tree(s), tree of life. 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like their names may not be found in the book of life at the 
final judgment.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have 
rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty 
of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear 
the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life 
by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the 
group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have 
group members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things 
if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 
them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock and help 
them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 

Question #1: John Dickson has said, ‘the contemporary picture of the afterlife tends to come from a weird 
combination of Greek philosophy, eastern religion, and Hollywood.’  How have you seen this played out, even 
among Christians? In reading these texts, have you had any of your ideas about ‘Heaven’ and the afterlife 
been corrected? How? 
 

Question #2: Read Rev. 21:6-8. What is God’s invitation to the reader? What does it mean to be ‘thirsty?’ 
What is God’s promise to the ‘conqueror?’ What is the significance of the ‘heritage’ promised to them? What 
is God’s warning to the ‘cowardly?’ What can they expect to receive? When we understand that this warning 
was written to those who were part of the churches, how can this shape our lives? What is the difference be-
tween living for God for reward, and living for God out of gratitude? 
 

 He invites us to drink from the spring of the water of life for free and to conquer 

 To be thirsty is to recognize that you are desperately in need of Christ’s sacrifice to cleanse you and satisfy 
your longing to be right with/righteous before the Father. 

 The conqueror is willing to run to Jesus and drink deep of His salvation even though it means temporal per-
secution, personal sacrifice and suffering 

 The conqueror receives a sacred heritage.  It is the right to be adopted by God as the firstborn son who re-
ceives all the inheritance rights from the Father.  Of course, none of us deserves this.  Only Jesus Christ is the true, 
firstborn Son who fulfilled His duties as a good son and has the right to be given the inheritance of all the eternal 
riches of the Father.  This is why the gospel is so amazing.  When we run to Christ as thirsty, prodigal souls hum-
bly yearning for mercy and grace so we can be reunited to the Father, Jesus freely lets us drink up the forgiveness 
that comes from His sacrifice on our behalf AND the inheritance that He lets us share with Him.  Christ lets us be 
considered firstborn sons alongside of Him!  This is the heritage for all believers, both male and female.  To be 
considered “sons” simply means we all will receive the royal inheritance of our Father, the King!   

 The cowardly will not receive this inheritance.  Instead, they will be disinherited.  Eternal life with God is the 
inheritance of the sons of God.  Eternal death is for those who refuse to be sons. 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

LIVING 



Living (continued) 

 This is a motivating warning to all believers to not shrink back from Christ and the promises we have in 
Him.  Persecution and trouble may tempt us to be cowardly and to turn from our allegiance to Christ, but we 
must remember both the promise (inheritance of eternal life) and the warning (punishment of eternal death).   
If you live for God simply for the reward you will be like the older brother in the prodigal son story.  If you live 
for God simply because you are overwhelmed by His grace to you, you are like the younger brother in the story.   
 

Question #3: Read Rev. 22:4-5 – What is the ‘big deal’ about Heaven? What is overwhelming about the 
promise of seeing God ‘face to face?’ How does the promise of this reality sustain us in the midst of the fallen 
world we currently live in? 
 

 GOD IS THE BIG DEAL!!   
True believers long to be near Him.  The thought of of one day soon seeing Christ and being embraced by Him is 
enough to sustain us on this journey of tears. 
  
REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

Read EFCA Statement #9 aloud: We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed 
hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission. How does the Second 
Coming of Christ affect the way you worship Him today? How will this motivate us to “godly living, sacrificial ser-
vice and energetic mission? Close with prayer for each other’s needs and that God’s final judgment will motivate 
us to share the gospel with urgency.  
 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Have your people share reflections on last week’s assignment(see above).   
 

NEW Follow Up Assignments 

Assignment: What can I take from these passages and apply to my life this week? 
 

Recommended Resources: 
A Doubter’s Guide to the Bible – John Dickson 

Heaven: Priceless Encouragements on the way to Our Eternal Home – J.C. Ryle 

1. Don’t Forget:  BAPTISMS are coming up soon!  Let your people know to contact me! 
2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
4. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 
5. Will you and your group serve one of the needs in our congregation I emailed you about last week? 

NEXT STEPS 


