
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“BE ON THE ALERT!”  
REVELATION 12-14 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Be ready for the day when you will stand before God!  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of 
faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 
connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to 
teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    
 

Question #1:  In God’s sovereign wisdom, He allows Satan to enter His presence in Heaven and to 
wreak havoc across the globe (Job 1:6-7).  This sets up a cosmic conflict that God is content to allow  
until the end times.  Throughout the history of salvation in Scripture, God consistently shows His glory 
by allowing evil and then bringing about unbelievable good as a result of it (Romans 8:28; Genesis 
50:20; Acts 2:23-24). 
 

Question #2:   Michael is one of the chief angels (archangels).  He appears to have specific responsibility 
to watch over God’s people.  The prince of Persia is often associated with Satan.  John in Revelation uses 
this epic battle between Michael and Satan referred to in Daniel to remind us that even though there is a 
cosmic war in the unseen places, the war will come to an end and Satan will be defeated. 
 

Question #3:  Satan is a deceiver and accuser.  His chief battle strategy is to keep unbelievers deceived 
in their unbelief and to get believers to be discouraged by doubting that God could truly forgive their sin 
and be pleased with them.  He has immobilized many Christians in this way.  The devil merely accuses 
to bring more guilt and despair.  God brings healthy conviction in order that we might repent, believe 
and experience freedom from guilt and despair. 
 

Question #4:  Essentially, the angel calls all people to recognize they are merely creatures and thereby 
under the complete authority of the Creator.  The gospel is eternal in that it has always been true that 
God was above all as Creator and always will be above all as Creator.  Our only logical response is to fear 
Him (Ecc. 12:13-14).  We must worship and glorify Him.   

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what 
God’s Word is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you 
can pray for your flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
        
Testimony:  The “they” are believers in Christ.  They conquered Satan and his deceitful discouragements 
by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony.  Reminding oneself of the gospel regularly is 
the only way to combat the lie of Satan that your sin is too evil for God to forgive.  The bloody cross 
shows very clearly that this is not the case.  The Son of God was killed.  He received the judgment due all 
of us.  IT IS FINISHED.  Satan is a liar.  We are clearly forgiven.  Our testimony also conquers Satan  
because when we proclaim the forgiveness we have received in Christ we go from internal acceptance 
of this truth to external proclamation of this truth, even in the face of persecution (see the end of verse 
11).  This external proclamation helps us to believe the truth of the gospel even more because we  
realize that only by God’s grace could sinners like us have the ability to proclaim it, especially in the face 
of criticism.  The giving of our testimony proves for us that something indeed has happened in our 
soul.  Jesus has truly forgiven us and given us a new heart that longs for Him.  Satan, be gone! 
 
Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Have you written your personal story? Why not work on this as a group? Write it in 
3 parts: Begin with what life was like before you met Christ. Then, how did you meet Him? Finally, tell 
how your life is changing as a result of His presence with you.  
 
Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Share your story with your group this week. 
 
New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT: If you’ve never written out your testimony and would like help you can email me at 
robint@stonebridge.church and I will send you some helpful guidelines.  Also, begin your LIFE Group by 
having one person share their testimony. It will be good practice, and gives the opportunity to know one 
another better. Each testimony has “God’s fingerprints” all over it! 
 
The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of Revelation by Vern S. Poythress 
Be Victorious by Warren Wiersbe 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

NEXT STEPS 


