
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“ALWAYS BE READY” 
- 1 Peter 3:13-17 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

CHRIST IS LORD SO BE BOLD! “Make positive use of the opportunities posed by hostile situations”  
- I. Howard Marshall  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   We are taking a two week break from the Book of Revelation.  This past week we observed 
the process of ordaining pastors.  This upcoming week we will be hearing from our guest, apologist (defender of 
the faith) Alycia Wood.   
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  1 Peter was written to Christians enduring suffering because of their faith in 
Christ.  It is a book filled with encouragement to remain steadfast in the midst of persecution because of Christ’s 
example of godly suffering, Christ’s securing of a sure, future inheritance for His redeemed people, and Christ’s 
ultimate power and authority.  It is a great reminder for pastors as well, because they are called to demonstrate 
to the flock what it looks like to steadfastly trust Christ and graciously stand up for His name even while being 
unjustly mistreated, slandered, and even imprisoned and killed. 
[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of 
faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 
connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to 
teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.      

Question #1:  We are seized by many fears and anxieties.  This is why, throughout Scripture, one of the most  
consistent messages God gives to His people is to “fear not!” (from Genesis to Revelation - Gen. 15:1; Rev.
(2:10).  He knows our weak frame (Psalm 103:14).  He knows we struggle to have faith in Him when we look at 
all the  troubles and persecutions of this life.  This is why we lack internal peace and external boldness in the 
proclamation of our hope in the gospel.  We fear what people think of us (Fear of Man - Prov. 29:25).  We may 
fear that our unbelieving co-workers and family members think we are ignorant bigots.  We may fear that our 
fellow Christians think we are not smart enough in the Scriptures or powerful enough in our exercise of our 
gifts.  This fear can shut down our desire to serve and proclaim Christ with bold confidence.  We also fear what 
Satan will do to us (1 John 4:4).  This fear may shut us down because we don’t want to be on the Enemy’s  
radar.  We also fear the loss of control over life and the comforts we hope to have because of this feeling of  
control (Matt. 6).  We slave away to make money and protect it.  We are consumed by concerns for the safety of 
ourselves and our kids.  This fear can cause us to be so distracted by the things of this life that we stop focusing 
on our bold witness for Christ.   
 We are truly blessed when we suffer for Christ.  It may not seem like it at the present moment, but that is 
why faith is crucial.  We must trust that Christ is the victorious Lord (1 Peter 3:15a).  He has won.  Therefore, we 
will win in the end if we choose faith in Him over fear of the world.  The prophets of old suffered for God’s name 
and we saw them blessed by God (Matt. 5:12; Hebrews 11).  When we have this sure hope we will experience a 
peace that surpasses understanding and we will be able to stand up for Jesus no matter the cost (Phil. 4:6-7; Luke 
14:26-33). 
Question #2:   We don’t need to be able to answer the many and varied questions unbelievers (and believers) ask 
about all the mysteries of life.  Apologetics can be helpful.  But it is not necessary to a vibrant faith and bold  
witness.  One thing is necessary: seeing Jesus as the one and only Lord and King and Savior and Hope for the 
world (Luke 10:38-42).  The saints of old weren’t able to answer the problem of evil in a way that would satisfy 
the inquisitive mind...just look at the book of Job.  The answer given at the end of that book to all of Job’s troubles 
is that God is God.  He is in control and He is good.  That’s it.  That’s our answer to those who question us about 
our faith.  We simply trust Jesus.  You see, when a man or woman simply trusts Christ, they will have a confidence 
that supernaturally radiates out from them, especially under persecution and suffering.  The world will take note 
of this radiating light in their dark world (Matt. 5:14).   

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never bowed to Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Please make sure to take time to ask how your people practically applied the  
assignment from last week!  Tangible accountability is crucial to genuine spiritual growth. 
 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: Talk with your group: How can we use our time, talent and treasure to worship God? What 
attributes of God will you praise Him for today? What has He done for you for make you thankful?  
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Have people share about how they applied the assignment from last week’s text.  
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: Today we honor Pastor Jason Poling’s ordination. How has Jason and other pastors equipped 
you to witness fearlessly, accurately, gently and eagerly? What are specific ways you can pray and encourage the 
pastors and other leaders of our church (1 Peter 5:1-4)? 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Consider serving with your group through one of our ministry partners in Cedar Rapids! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 

NEXT STEPS 

They will ask how the believer can remain so blessed and steadfast under trial (James 1:12).  And the believer 
will be ready and quick to reply: “Jesus Christ is the reason for the hope that is in me.  He is the only Savior and 
King.  I will be with Him in glory after this life is over.  If I try to save my life by turning from Christ so I can have 
earthly comfort for this short 80 years, I will lose the comforts of heaven for eternity.  It’s a far better deal to have to 
lose earthly comforts for the sake of my Lord so that I will have the comfort of Heaven for eternity.” 

When we honor Christ the Lord as holy, we are essentially recognizing Him as the ultimate authority in 
the universe, and therefore, in our lives.  We fear or revere Him alone.  When you know that the Lord you serve is 
in absolute control over your failing finances, wayward children, mid-life crisis, political leaders, unjust boss, 
slandering neighbor, deteriorating health, and even over Satan and those who unwittingly do his bidding to mock 
and persecute you and other Christians, you will be fearless.  This fearlessness produces peace.  This peace  
produces a quiet confidence that takes away defensiveness.  When someone attacks your beliefs, it doesn’t phase 
you.  You are able to gently respond because you know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Jesus wins in the 
end.  The mocker will one day be silenced.  So your focus is not on trying to defend Jesus, as if He were somehow 
weak and in need of your help!  Your focus is also not on trying to defend yourself.  If you are one of the children 
of the King of the Universe, you don’t have to prove anything to anyone!  Your focus instead is on loving the 
mocker.  You desperately don’t want them to have to face Christ the Judge on the Day of Judgement.  You want 
them to face Christ the Savior today, before it is too late.  And so your sincere hope is that they will be silenced 
now, not later, by being quieted with the love of Christ when they too, see Him as the holy Lord (Zeph. 7:57 )!    

UNDERSTANDING (continued) 


