
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“A SOUR STOMACH”  
REVELATION 8:2-11:19 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

God is working His plan and neither cosmic evil nor human sin will hinder Him from accomplishing His will and 
preserving His witnesses.  
SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    

Question #1:  A censer is a vessel used to burn incense.  If you have ever been to a Catholic or Orthodox service 
you might have seen a priest holding a golden ball and swinging it back and forth among the congregation to 
make the smoke of the incense disperse across the room.  The incense has a perfume in it that consumes the 
room with its smell.  John’s image in Revelation 8 is similar to this.  The prayers of the saints are mixed in with 
this sweet-smelling incense and ignited inside of the golden censer.  The aroma of the smoke goes before God so 
that He enjoys the smell (Psalm 141:2).  Essentially, the point is that God is pleased with our prayers.  Not only 
that, He wills to act upon those prayers, especially prayers for deliverance and justice to be done for His ultimate 
glory (Rev. 6:9-10; Exodus 3:9; Psalm 143).  Revelation 8:5 gives a startling image of the prayers that are being 
burned up with the incense in the censer are now being thrown down upon the earth.  This is an act of God’s 
judgment.  God answers our prayers for deliverance and justice by acting with decisive wrath against the world 
of sin and rebellion.  
 
Question #2:   Unbelievably, the survivors of these trumpet judgments will continue to rebel against God and re-
fuse to repent.  They will continue to live for themselves in their sinfulness.  This shows that no amount of evi-
dence that God is real and Jesus is who He says He was will dissuade unbelievers from their unbelief.  Salvation is 
a work of God, period.  Only the Holy Spirit regenerating a human heart can cause someone to finally submit to 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 
 

Question #3:  Like these two witnesses, all Christians will share in three important actions of Christ.  We will die, 
and some will be killed for their faith (10:7).  We will be resurrected (10:11).  And we will ascend to be with God 
in Heaven (10:12).  

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
        
The Two Witnesses:  The two witnesses could be Moses and Elijah returned to the earth.  This could make sense of 
11:6 because Moses turned the waters of the Nile to blood (Ex. 7:14-21) and Elijah made the rain stop over Israel 
(1 Kings 17:1; James 5:17-18).  This is further supported by Jesus’ interaction with these two men at His transfig-
uration where the disciples get a glimpse of Jesus’ glory that would not be fully revealed until His second coming 
when His righteous judgment would be displayed (as we now see it in the book of Revelation) (Mark 9:2-
4).  Furthermore, we know that Elijah never died but was translated into Heaven on chariots of fire (2 Kings 
2:11), and Moses died on Mount Nebo, but much mystery surrounds his death.  Deuteronomy tells us he died and 
that God, Himself, buried Moses, and that no one knows the place of His burial (Deut. 34:5-6).  We also know that 
there was a cosmic dispute about his body between Michael the archangel and the devil (Jude 9).  Even with these 
statements it is unclear what these angels were fighting about, either about possession of the actual body, the lo-
cation of the body, or whether God’s “burial” of Moses was simply a translation event on Mount Nebo.  The point 
here is that throughout history there has been interesting speculation that because Elijah never died and that 
possibly Moses was translated in the same way, these figures representing both the Law and the Prophets are the 
ones to return to the earth in Revelation 11 to testify about the Christ.  John is also clearly referring back to Zech-
ariah 4:1-3, 11-14 in his earlier discussion about the lampstands in the first chapters of Revelation and his discus-
sion about the two witnesses in chapter 11.  These witnesses are the anointed ones who stand by the 
Lord.  Essentially, they are lights that point to the supremacy of Christ as Lord and Savior Messiah.  Again, this is 
exactly what the Law and the Prophets were all about:  pointing to Jesus Christ as the Lord, as the Center of all 
things and the main point of all Scripture (Luke 24: 25-27; Col. 1:15-20).  Moses and Elijah as the preeminent rep-
resentatives of the Law and the Prophets would be the perfect men to return and again point the world to Jesus 
Christ as Lord.  Of course, some might say that chapter 11 is not a literal returning, but a figurative reminder that 
the Law and the Prophets have and always will testify to the truth about Christ.  But this is a matter of friendly 
(hopefully) debate among Bible believing Christians. 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: What will I take from this passage that I can apply to my life? 
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: Have you written your personal story? Why not work on this as a group? Write it in 3 parts: 
Begin with what life was like before you met Christ. Then, how did you meet Him? Finally, tell how your life is 
changing as a result of His presence with you. Share your story with your group next week.  

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

NEXT STEPS 


