
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“THE ULTIMATE AVENGER”  
REVELATION 6:1-8:1 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

God will reveal His justice in history – the wicked will run from Him, and His people will rest in Him. 
SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    

Question #1:   There are different opinions on how to interpret the timing of these events.  Some believe these 
are all future events.  Others believe Revelation speaks to general patterns that will happen throughout history, 
but will culminate in a final, cataclysmic set of events that will usher in the Second Coming of Christ.  In these 
chapters, we see things like false and deceptive religions (seal 1) war (seal 2), famine (seal 3), death (seal 4), mar-
tyrdom (seal 5), judgment (seal 6), and the sealing of God’s people (chapter 7) happening.  These are all things 
that have been happening throughout history.  But we know that these things will happen with more intensity in 
the final days before the end of time.  It is clear that human depravity is that bad because our just God has deter-
mined that it needs a response as bold and as terrifying as what we see in these chapters.  If human sin is that 
bad, and just a casual look at history books or newspapers will confirm that it is, then we would be fools to think 
that human beings can deal with human sin apart from God.  Seeking social justice through the efforts of 
“progressive society” and its weak tools of rhetoric, militaries, and legislation is a fool’s errand.  It has never been 
achieved in history.  It is a Tower of Babel.  Man trying to fix Man’s deepest problem: inherent sin.  Only God can 
fix this problem!  And He will!  
 

Question #2:   The martyrs are asking for vengeance.  Sin is that bad.  When you have been sinned against, you 
have no doubt about this.  It is so bad that every sane person knows it needs to be dealt with or all is not right 
with the world and all hope is lost.  Again, the key is this:  who do we go to to deal with injustice against us and 
others?  The government alone?  Ourselves alone?  The government does not perfectly administer justice.  If we 
seek justice on our own terms, we will sin in the process.  We will become ruthless and vengeful as we seek to 
make the other person “pay” for what they have done.  The only person we can go to is God.  In this way we can 
seek justice and bless those who persecute us.  When we go to God when we are sinned against, we go to the only 
person in the universe who can right the wrong and redeem the perpetrator.  When we seek justice from God, we 
are asking that God would bring judgment.  We leave it to Him whether He will bring that judgment down upon 
the head of the perpetrator or down upon the head of Christ on behalf of the perpetrator.  If we love our enemies, 
we hope that God will redeem them and allow Christ to be punished on their behalf, as He was for us.  But we 
know that some enemies will not be saved in the end.  The martyrs in Revelation 6:10 are essentially saying 
this:  “Lord, those who have killed us and who will end up not believing in Christ, bring your judgment upon their 
heads.”  By default, they are also saying implicitly, “Lord, those who have killed us and who will believe in Christ, 
bring your judgement upon the head of Christ on their behalf.”    

UNDERSTANDING  



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 
144,000 - this most like refers to the fact that God will not lose any of His people.  All will be redeemed in the end 
(John 6:39);    Sealed by God:  the Holy Spirit is given to all Christians as a guarantee that they will be redeemed by 
Christ at the end of time (Ephesians 1:13-14)  

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: guest speaker 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  guest speaker 
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: What will I take from this passage that I can apply to my life?  
 
Recommended Books:  ‘Suffering and Sovereignty’ – Brian Crosby 

‘’Foxe’s Book of Martyrs’ – John Foxe  

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

NEXT STEPS 

Question #3:  This terrifying set of cosmic disruptions and chaotic destruction happens as a result of the wrath 
of the Lamb.  Again, the justice and love of God unite in this image.  The Lamb is innocent and gentle.  He goes to 
the cross for our forgiveness.  Yet, here He is bringing vengeance.  The response of the earth-dwellers (or unbe-
lievers) is amazing.  They recognize that Jesus is who He says He is.  He is God the King.  Yet, they would rather be 
killed and covered by rocks than to submit to His Lordship and enter His presence.  This account proves that 
Mankind cannot desire God on His own volition (Romans 3:11).  God alone must draw a sinner to Himself and 
regenerate their heart so they desire to be near Christ.   
 

Question #4:  False Christs and wars and earthquakes and martyrdom and cosmic chaos are evident in both pas-

sages.  The angels are sent out to gather the elect in both.  The main thing Christ wants us to remember is to be 

prepared!  We must not grow lazy or distracted by the things of earth.  We must constantly be aware that this 

earth is coming to an end and that it is not our home!  We must vigilant to be on mission for Christ!  

UNDERSTANDING (continued) 


