
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“WHEN IS COMPROMISE UNHEALTHY?”  
REVELATION 2:18-29 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Jesus values our spiritual growth but confronts unhealthy moral compromise for in the gospel we have kingdom 
authority and His abiding presence.  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a  
number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Most importantly to this series, you 
will begin to understand their views on church membership.  Use these connecting questions to understand and 
diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 

Question #1: Discuss with group. 
Question #2:  Bronze Feet:  the city of Thyatira was known for its manufacturing trades and the guilds or unions 
that dominated the political, economic, and social landscape of the population.  The guilds would often have their 
own patron god and would hold feasts in celebration of their god and trade.  The bronze smiths guild was an 
important organization, likely because they made “polished bronze” - a purer form of brass -for the Roman 
military.  For the Thyatiran church, probably filled with tradesmen under the social pressure of their guild to eat 
food sacrificed to their guild god, the knowledge that Jesus is the Son of God with feet like burnished bronze might 
have been a helpful visual reminder that Jesus is greater than any so-called god of the bronze smith.  This image of 
bronze feet comes from Revelation 1:15 and Daniel 10:6.  The reference to Daniel would have reminded the 
church that Jesus is the prophesied Messiah.  He has authority over all so-called gods and will judge those who 
turn from Him to worship these gods (see 2:27).   
 

Blazing Eyes: Apollo, the sun god, was the main deity worshiped in Thyatira (above the guild gods).  The idea of 
the fiery Apollo combined with the ancient world’s common image of “fiery-eyed” deities intent on bringing 
judgment upon enemies, would have caused Thyatirans to cower at the image of Jesus staring at them with eyes 
like a flame of fire.  Daniel 10:6 also serves as a backdrop to again prove that this Jesus is the foretold Son of God 
and has much more power to judge than Apollo or any so-called god.  In addition, the idea of fiery eyes brings 
with it the notion that Jesus can see with piercing clarity.  He knows what goes on in secret and He can see into 
the hearts and minds of men (see Hebrews 4:13).  Jesus is the Son of God, and as such, is not someone you want to 
anger. 
 

David is not threatened by the piercing eyes of God.  In fact, he invites it (139:23-24), even though he knows God 
is a terrifying Judge (139:19)!  What causes David to see encouragement in the piercing gaze of God when others 
might see terror?  David was a believer.  He was redeemed by his faith in the God who saves.  When you have 
trusted in Jesus Christ to save you from the terror of Judgment, you now are able to welcome God’s correction in 
your life as a good thing. 
 

Question #3:  Strengths of the church:  good works of: love (of God and Man), faith, service, patient endurance 
under persecution, and progressive growth in these areas; note the difference between the Ephesus church and 
the Thyatiran church (2:4, 19).  Weaknesses of the church: a willingness to tolerate false teaching and practices. 



Question #1:   The Thyatiran church was a loving church that served each other and perhaps their  
community.  They had great faith, such that they were able to endure persecution and did not turn from 
Christ.  Unfortunately, their loving demeanor might have overshadowed their focus on truth, which  
allowed them to tolerate falsehood and wickedness (2:20). 
 

Question #2:   Jezebel was a wicked queen in Israel (1 Kings 16-21).  She was married to King Ahab of Israel, one 
of the most wicked kings in the history of Israel.  Jezebel helped to lead the people of Israel into idolatry with the 
religion of Baalism.  She had a man murdered in order to steal his vineyard for her husband.  She attempted to kill 
Elijah the Prophet.  Her judgment from God was severe: she was killed and eaten by dogs!   
 

The woman misleading the people in Thyatira was similar to Jezebel because she was drawing Christians away 
from Christ and into idol worship.  She was able to deceive the members of the church likely for two reasons.   
First, she called herself a prophetess (2:20).  When someone claims to have a direct word from God, sincere 
Christians who do not know God’s Word and understand it to be the final authority, are captivated by the  
so-called prophet because they don’t want to disobey a “word from the Lord.”  This phenomenon is almost always 
how cults get started.  Second, it is likely the members were facing social and economic pressure due to the  
influence of the guilds.  Participating in the feasts and social activities (which may have involved sexual  
immorality at times) would involve Christians in sin.  However, to avoid going to these activities would provoke 
hostility from their fellow citizens and may have even cost them their jobs.  The Jezebel prophetess may have 
been telling the church members that God didn’t care if they participated in the idol worshiping celebrations.  
 

Question #3:  Three disciplines:  1.) the Jezebel prophetess will be thrown onto a sickbed (2:22).  This could be 
playing upon the fact that she was metaphorically committing adultery against God by “getting into bed” with 
false gods.  Now, God is going to strike her down in that bed.  2.)  those who commit adultery with Jezebel will be 
thrown into great tribulation (2:22).  This likely does not refer to the Great Tribulation that comes upon the 
whole earth, but to a great time of suffering for those specific people in Thyatira.  This group of adulterers might 
be different from the next group, “the children” (2:23), in that they might be Christians who are flirting with  
Jezebel and her teachings but have not fully rejected Jesus for idols.  This makes sense of the gracious opportunity 
Jesus gives them to repent of their evil works (something not given to the “children”).  3.)  the “children” of  
Jezebel may refer to those who have completely rejected Jesus and engage in full pagan idolatry.  Jesus plainly 
says He will kill them (2:23)!  This reminds us of Ananias and Saphira and those in the Corinthian Church who 
were struck down for abusing Communion (Acts 5:1-10; 1 Corinthians 11:29-30). 

UNDERSTANDING  

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 



Question #1:  First, Jesus says they will have authority over the nations and will rule them with a rod of iron.  We 
will be vested with authority by being connected to Christ and being sent out on mission by Him (Matt. 28:18-20; 
Acts 1:8).  Psalm 2 is highlighted in this promise as well.  This Psalm is all about the Messiah, Jesus.  The Father 
gives Jesus the nations as His possession (2:7-8).  This is so Jesus can exercise judgment upon them for their  
rebellion if they do not repent and turn back to God (2:9-12).  If they do not repent and submit, Jesus will break 
them with a rod of iron and smash them in pieces like clay pots.  One of the enthronement rituals of the Ancient 
Near East was to have the king write the names of surrounding enemy nations on different clay pots.  He would 
then take his scepter or a rod of iron and smash each of the pots as a sign of his power.  Jesus will do this in  
reality against all the peoples who reject Him.  In Revelation 2:26-27, we are promised that we will rule with  
Jesus over the hostile nations and will subdue them with the power vested in us from Jesus (see Revelation 
19:15; 20:4-6).  Perhaps this applies to us today in that we do not have to fear those who oppose us and 
Christ.  We have aligned ourselves with the Son of God, the one who has conquered death (2:8), holds the sharp 
two-edged sword of judgement (2:12), and has piercing eyes of fire that penetrate every soul (2:18).  We 
win.  We rule.  Why?  Because our Lord wins and rules.  We do not have to fear. 
 

Second, Jesus says He will give them the morning star.  This is probably referring to a combination of sym-
bols.  1.)  Numbers 24:17 recounts Balaam’s final oracle.  Remember, Balaam was a false prophet commissioned 
by the Moabite King, Balaak, to curse Israel.  He was unable to, but advised the method of enticing the Israelites 
with sexual immorality instead.  In this final oracle, he prophesies about the future dominance of Israel due to the 
power of the Messiah.  Verse 17 speaks of “a star coming out of Jacob (Israel), and a scepter...that will crush the 
forehead of Moab.”  This harkens back to the Psalm 2 idea of the King crushing the clay pot enemy nations.  2.) 
Roman emperors and generals often used the symbol of the planet (also considered a star) Venus to proclaim 
their absolute sovereign power.  So, Jesus could be using the symbol of the morning star to remind the Church of 
Thyatira that He is more powerful than both the Balaam-Jezebel-like heresies that try to defeat His people and 
the Roman paganistic powers and guilds that try to do the same.  The clear message:  JESUS IS LORD OF ALL.   
 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: Scripture memory has a profound ability to give us discernment regarding the seduction of 
our culture. The Holy Spirit activates His Word and gives us courage to resist temptation and false messages 
(Psalm 119:9-11). Make a plan to memorize verses mentioned in this message: 1 Peter 1:8; 2 Corinthians 11:2-3; 
John 6:35; Hebrews 8:12; Matthew 6:33-38. 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Have people share the verses they memorized. 
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: Talk with your group about the promises to overcomers in Revelation 2:24-29. What does 
repentance look like in your daily habits? What habits of the heart lead to faithfulness (2:24-28)? Through 
Christ’s power, what steps are you willing to take today to live a life devoted to Jesus?  
 

LIVING CONTINUED 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Consider getting your entire LIFE Group to participate in the March 26th Carry the Cross event this year! 
3.    Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 

NEXT STEPS 


