
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“MYSTERIOUS VISION” 
REVELATION 1:1-20 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

In Revelation, God reveals life’s battles overcome by His plans and purposes in Christ.  
 
SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church. Revelation unveils 
vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it is written to an embattled 
church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire us to love and trust Jesus! 
 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by Jesus’ disciple, 
John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to start or strengthen a num-
ber of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, located in modern day Turkey, 
while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book 
about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and 
seeing how future reality will unfold.  The thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s 
people in the midst of their suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.     
[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Most importantly to this series, you 
will begin to understand their views on church membership.  Use these connecting questions to understand and 
diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 
HELPFUL NOTES: 

 Revelation means = to disclose, to make fully known.  The book of Revelation then is God’s disclosing of 
information to His Son (1:1) concerning His churches, the judgment of the wicked, the salvation of the 
righteous, and the future reality of all things.  Jesus then passes this information on to us through His angel 
and through His servant, John, the Apostle.   
 Symbols:   1:16 - seven stars, sword from His mouth, face like sun;  2:28 - morning star;  5:8 - scroll, Lamb, 
harp, golden incense bowl;  9:17 - horses with heads like lions, fire from their mouth; 12:14 - woman with two 
eagle’s wings, the serpent, time, times and half a time;  13:1-10 -  beast (leopard, bear’s feet, lion’s mouth), ten 
horns, seven heads, ten crowns, names on the heads, dragon, mortally wounded head; 19:11-16 - white horse, 
flaming fire eyes, many crowned head, unknown name, blood-dipped robe, white linen, sharp sworded mouth, 
rod of iron rule, winepress of the fury of God’s wrath, name on robe and thigh   
 Why did John use symbolism?  1.) Symbols are like a “spiritual code” for those who know Christ.  The 
curious believer will want to dig deeper into them.  2.) Symbols do not weaken over time.  They are timeless 
and timely.  We are always drawn to symbolism.  3.) Symbols not only inform but also impart values and 
arouse emotions.  Many spiritual realities cannot be grasped by us without symbolic language.  Symbols in 
Revelation are often to be taken in a “literary” instead of a “literal” way 

UNDERSTANDING 
Question #1:  John was instructed to write down the revelation of Jesus Christ that the angel disclosed to him, 
and to send this revelation in a book to the seven churches.  The seven churches were located in modern day 
western Turkey.  Like the other books of the Bible written to specific churches but intended to be applied to the 
entirety of God’s Church throughout all places and ages, the Book of Revelation and the specific messages to each 
of the seven churches was intended to be understood and applied by all churches throughout time.  The Book of 
Revelation is as much for Stonebridge Church as it was for the seven churches in modern Turkey.  



Question #2 :  Why study this book? 1.) To encourage us (1-3); 2.) To expand our view of Christ (4-8).  Reading 
books of the Bible aloud at services was common practice in the early Church.  Hearing God speak directly to the 
whole Body in the hearing of every member was helpful for mutual accountability and encouragement to hold 
fast to God’s commands and teachings.  We will be blessed if we read aloud, hear, and keep the teachings of the 
Revelation.  It is crucial to understand the teachings in order to obey them.  The Book of Revelation was meant to 
be understood for our good and God’s glory.  

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 
At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.   

LIVING 

NEXT STEPS 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 
NOTES:  Faithful witness (1:5) - Jesus was faithful as a testimony to the Father and to the plan of the gospel by 
His obedient speech and actions unto death; Firstborn of the dead (1:5) - Christ is the first to rise from the dead 
permanently; Ruler of earthly kings (1:5) - Christ is the Psalm 2 Son of God who is King over all kings; Alpha 
and Omega (1:8, 17) - Christ is the first and the last in that He is the God referred to in the Old Testament as the 
ONLY God, there is no other (see Isaiah 41:4; 43:10; 44:6...alpha and omega are the first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet);  Who is, who was, and who is to come (1:8) - this is similar in that Jesus is God, the ONLY God 
who has ALWAYS existed;  The Almighty (1:8) - He is the Omnipotent, all-powerful God;  Son of Man (1:13-15) - 
this is a description from Old Testament references concerning the Messiah (see Daniel 7:9; 10:5-6; Ezekiel 1:7; 
43:2);  Two-edged Sword from Mouth (1:16) - this is a description from Isaiah 49:2 concerning the Messiah, 
the “Servant of the Lord”; The living One (1:18) - Jesus is the ever eternal God;  Having the keys of Death and 
Hades (1:18) - Jesus won the victory over Death and Hell (1 Corinthians 15:24-26)   
 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: Think about the Body Building” Series as we come to the fourth and fifth pledges in Rainer’s 
book (p. 64 and75). If you have children, how will you lead your family to pray for and treasure our church? Are 
you ready to sign this pledge? Why or why not?  
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Have folks share about their decision concerning the pledges.  Did they sign them?  Why or 
why not?  Ask if they have any feedback about the Body Building series.  Also, ask them what their current stance 
is about becoming more committed to the local church here at Stonebridge. 
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: This is a good time to consider your spiritual standing with God. Do you know the Christ of 
Revelation 1 personally? Does knowing Jesus make you joyfully expectant, looking forward to the day Christ re-
turns to take us to heaven with Him? Are you connected to the source of life, Jesus Christ? If you are not sure, talk 
with your leader or a pastor and take your next step with Jesus.   

1.  Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2.  Make sure to be inviting new folks into your group for the Revelation series! 


