
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“COMFORT IN SUFFERING” 
REVELATION 2:8-11 

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Jesus knows our suffering and comforts us in the midst of it.  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   As we enter the Lenten season, hear what the Spirit says to the Church.  
Revelation unveils vivid pictures of invisible realities with moving symbols. Saturated with worship, it 
is written to an embattled church to fortify Christians against the strategies of the Enemy. It will inspire 
us to love and trust Jesus! 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It was written by  
Jesus’ disciple, John, a few years before the end of the 1st century.  As an apostle, John had helped to 
start or strengthen a number of churches.  He writes the book of Revelation to seven of these churches, 
located in modern day Turkey, while enduring persecution as an exile on the nearby isle of  
Patmos.  There is much to understand in this book about being a faithful church, awaiting the judgment 
of the wicked and future deliverance of the righteous, and seeing how future reality will unfold.  The 
thrust of the book is ultimately to give confidence and hope to God’s people in the midst of their  
suffering by showing them the final and eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ.    
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see 
the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of 
faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Most importantly 
to this series, you will begin to understand their views on church membership.  Use these connecting 
questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than 
lead in this section.   
HELPFUL NOTES:  great verses to discuss spiritual wealth - Luke 6:20; 2 Cor. 8:2, 9; James 2:5  

UNDERSTANDING 

Question #1:   Jesus was aware of their...tribulation, poverty, and slander against them by false Jews 
(probably Jews who didn’t truly believe in Christ).  They were likely going to be persecuted in the  
following ways:  being cast into prison, suffering great tribulation for ten days (torture?), and being put 
to death.   
 

Question #2:   Crown of life = this is another way to say eternal life.  The Greeks used to give a crown 
made of oak leaves to winners of races and other athletic contests as well as citizens who saved the life 
of another citizen.  This was a perishable reward.  Jesus says He will give an imperishable reward of 
eternal life to those who finish their race with Christ to the very end.  We know Jesus will not fail to 
grant us this crown of life for two reasons:  1.)  He conquered Death and has the power to give life (Rev. 
1:18); and 2.) He makes a promise that He will give us this eternal life if we are faithful to follow Him to 
the end, and God cannot lie (Rev. 2:10; Heb. 6:18).   
 
Question #3:  Jesus is the first and the last.  This means He is the God referred to in the Old Testament as 
the ONLY God, and there is no other (see Isaiah 41:4; 43:10; 44:6).  Jesus, being God, has all power and 
authority to lay down His life for us and to “take it back up” again, so that He lives forevermore (John 
10:17-18). 

UNDERSTANDING Continued on the next page 



LIVING 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

UNDERSTANDING (Continued) 

1.  Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2.  Make sure to be inviting new folks into your group for the Revelation series! 

NEXT STEPS 

Question #4:  Yes, every Christian will face some type of persecution in America or in whatever country they 
dwell.  If Jesus was persecuted, His true followers will be also (John 15:20).  If we are not being persecuted in some 
way, that should give us reason to pause and reflect.  Are we really standing up for Christ?  Are we really sharing 
the gospel with the lost?  Are we really obeying Christ’s commands?  If we are doing these things, we will face 
some kind of persecution at work, home, or in the community.  The best way to prepare for persecution is  
twofold:  1.) Know that it is coming...don’t be ignorant, and therefore shocked by it (1 Peter 4:12); and 2.) Practice 
keeping your focus on Jesus and the hope of eternal life and joy He has won for you...see how He endured and  
became victorious through suffering because of His confidence in the final outcome (Heb. 12:2-3; Phil. 2:8-11; 2 
Cor. 4:7).   

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their Lord and 
Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled 
and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

Spend some time discussing these questions (see Sermon Insert).  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word 
is telling them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 

NOTES:   
2 Cor. 4 - we show the power of God working through us when we are suffering.  When we are seen as weak 
through persecution and death, but yet strong in spirit and faith as we continue to trust in Christ and His gospel, 
God’s strength is supernaturally seen in us.  God says, “My power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 
12:9).  Through our suffering then, God gets glory and we are being tested and perfected so that we are made 
ready to receive a “reflective” glory.  This is a glory, much like the moon’s glory as reflector of the sun.  When we 
enter Heaven after our suffering and death, we enter as victorious, eternal beings restored to the full grandeur we 
were intended to have as those made in the image of God.  This is the “eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17).   
 

Rev. 2:10 - Jesus exhorts the Smyrna Church to 1.) Not fear their eventual suffering; and 2.) Be faithful to Christ 
even to the point of losing their lives.   
 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 

PROGRAM INSERT: EVALUATE: If you were to stand before the Lord, what word of affirmation might He give to 
describe your life? What word of accusation might He have for you? What practical steps of action might you take 
to change the chilling loss of love in your heart? Are you willing to take those steps right now? ACT: One way to 
grow in love is to volunteer at Stonebridge. Think about the Volunteer Fair we hosted this weekend. Where might 
God be calling you to serve and use the gifts He gave you? 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT:  Have people share about their action steps to grow in love for God and others.  Ask everyone 
to share where they are serving at Stonebridge or another ministry, and why.  Ask those who are not yet serving 
why they have chosen not to serve at this time.  Encourage them to take their next step.     
 

New Follow Up Assignments 

PROGRAM INSERT: Jesus has conquered the worst that life can bring. He has triumphed over pain and suffering. 
He has conquered the devil, sin, and death. Spend some time thanking Jesus for what He endured for you.  Also, 
pray for the persecuted church in other countries. Ask God to help believers in Iraq, Indonesia, Syria, and other 
places to not be afraid and remain faithful to death.  


