
STUDY GUIDE 

STONEBRIDGE CHURCH 
“DECISIONS DETERMINE DESTINY ”  
Proverbs 9  

MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Wisdom and folly each want control of our lives and we must choose who to follow.  
SERIES OVERVIEW:   GET WISDOM! - Studies in the Book of Proverbs” - Wisdom is more than brains and  
morals.  We could memorize the Bible and not acquire wisdom.  Wisdom is skill, expertise, and competence applied 
to making life work.  Studying Proverbs will help us grow in authentic community and teach us to relate with others 
in a healthy way.  You’ll gain insight into sexuality, anger management, tongue-control, wealth, business ethics,  
alcohol abuse, pride and the issues of the heart.  We have a wise God!  
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Proverbs is a collection of Israelite wisdom literature written by various authors with 
King Solomon, the son of David, being the largest contributor.  Solomon was the wisest man who has ever lived,  
having been directly gifted by God with immense wisdom (1 Kings 3:3-15; 4:29-34).  Solomon begins the book by 
writing to one of his sons (Prov. 1:8).  In this way, Proverbs is a great treasure of teaching that parents and adults 
can open up for their children, as well as other kids they have the privilege to influence for the sake of Christ.  Even 
though we want to help them learn the wisdom of living godly and productive lives, the greatest wisdom we can 
point the next generation to is none other than Jesus Christ.  He is the very “wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24).  The 
greatest blessing of reading Proverbs is that it helps us recognize we are all fools, unable to learn true wisdom on 
our own strength.  Once we are humbled, Proverbs then shows us that we need the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the only 
one who can save us from our foolishness and sin and teach us the depths of wisdom.           

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 

Question #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in Proverbs 9? 
How can you apply what you learned to your life? 
 

Question #2: Pastor Robin said, “Life is really a series of choices.” Do you agree or disagree? Share some 
decisions you’ve made that have greatly influenced your life.  

UNDERSTANDING 

Question #1: Read Proverbs 9. How many different types of people can you identify as being described in this chapter? What 
are some characteristics of each? 
 

 Woman Wisdom, Woman Folly, the wise person, the foolish person (scoffer) 

 Woman Wisdom:    
 ~ she has a stately house, implying stability and success; 
 ~ invites simple people to a wonderful banquet, implying the good outcome of the wise life; 
 ~ she offers the simple wisdom which leads to the gift of life 

 Woman Folly:   
 ~ she is loud, not dignified like Woman Wisdom who sends out messengers like a Queen; 
 ~ Woman Folly yells out her invitation from her doorway; 
 ~  she is seductive and ignorant of the consequences; 
 ~  her pride is evident in trying to speak from the high places of the town (places of honor?).  This act also shows her foolish 
 ignorance.  She is unable to see how ridiculous and distasteful this spectacle is.  A good illustration would be of a scantily 
 clad prostitute sitting on the throne of the queen of England.   
 ~  She is a liar, suggesting that her way of wicked behavior will end well 
 ~  She is convincing - many people will believe her 

 Wise person: 
 ~ Able to humbly receive correction and will grow from it 
 ~ Fears the Lord, receiving wisdom and knowledge of God 
 ~ A wise life and eternal life will be given to them 

 Foolish person: 
 ~ Does not humbly receive correction 
 ~ Filled with anger and attacks those who try to help him 



Question #2: Read Proverbs 9:1-6. What can you learn about wisdom from these verses? How does wisdom’s  
invitation (9:4) compare with folly’s invitation (9:16)? What are the similarities and the differences of the  
invitation and what is being offered? Read Proverbs 8:1-6. What additional insights can you gain from  
wisdom’s invitation? 
 

 Wisdom: 
 ~ Implies that stability and success will result from it (9:1-2) 
 ~ It is honorable in society (9:3) 
 ~ It allows you to avoid simple, foolish behavior (9:4) 
 ~ It offers true pleasure (9:5; cf. Psalm 16:11) 
 ~ It offers true life (9:6) 

 9:4 vs 9:16 - It is the same message, but with very different content and very different results!   
 ~ Similar: They both call to the simple (which includes all of us because we are all born this way).  They both 
 promise good rewards.  (This is why Satan is called an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14).  He often uses the truth 
 as a cover for his lies.) 
 ~ Different:  Wisdom calls you to fear the Lord and walk in insight from God.  Folly calls you to disobey God 
 and live life according to your own rules.  Wisdom leads to life.  Folly leads to death. 

 Proverbs 8:1-6 - Woman Wisdom will speak what is right according to God’s Word.  Woman Folly will do the 
 opposite. 

 

Question #3:  Read Proverbs 9:7-12. What do they tell you how Lady Wisdom imparts benefits to her guests? 
What is the beginning of wisdom? How would you describe “the fear of the Lord” to someone who asked? How 
would you explain to someone how listening to wisdom helps you make good choices?  
 

 Lady Wisdom give her benefits through correction and reproof.  If we are humble, we are able to listen closely to 
how God wants to change us.  Then we can become more wise. 

 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  Fear is reverence.  We respect God and obey His Word. 
 

Question #4:  Read Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus offers a similar choice between two paths. What is the decision that 
needs to be made? 
 

 Will we enter the narrow gate or the wide gate? 

 The narrow gate is choosing to follow Christ and obey His commands even though it goes against everything the 
world and our peers are doing and counseling us to do. 

 The wide gate is choosing to follow the world, Satan and our flesh.  We reject God and try to make ourselves into 
the “god” of our life and destiny. 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

UNDERSTANDING CONTINUED 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never repented and received Christ’s 
forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned 
against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; 
(Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) 
All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-
11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray 
to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after 
group about these things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How 
exciting!! 



LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 
them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock and help 
them take next steps in their new commitments. 
 

Question #1: No matter which "invitation" you accept, your decision will result in both pleasure and pain. 
How do you think the pleasure and pain from accepting wisdom’s invitation would differ from the pleasure 
and pain that comes with accepting folly’s invitation?  
 

 Wisdom:  there is a self-sacrifice that must happen when we follow Christ.  But lasting joy will follow this 
pain (Heb. 12:1-3). 

 Folly:  there is a temporary pleasure you receive when you follow your own path.  But lasting pain will follow 
this pleasure. 

 

Question #2: How confident are you that you’ve made the most important decision which is the one that  
determines your eternal destiny? How can you be sure? 
 
 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments? 

As you consider three aspects of purity (see danger, understand consequences and trust God’s provision), which 
one impacts you the most? If you’ve been wounded by past sexual abuse this message may have brought a  
painful memory to the surface. Consider the Stonebridge Biblical Counseling ministry as a step toward God’s 
healing. Contact Trisha in our office at (319) 396-4525.   
 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Remind your members about the opportunity to receive help through biblical counseling. 
 

NEW Follow Up Assignments 

Assignment: 

 Receive the first part of the day as a gift from God.  (Mark 1:35) 

 Receive the first day of the week as a gift from God. (Isaiah 58:13-14) 

 Receive the first dime of every dollar as a gift of God. (Proverbs 3:9-10) 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 
4. Will you and your group serve one of the needs in our congregation I emailed you about? 

NEXT STEPS 


