
Leader Guide 
Journey to Joy Series 

“Consuming Fire” - Hebrews 12:18-29 

Main Point:  Pay attention to the voice of God and serve Him with reverence and awe. 
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:  We live in a time when everything in our culture seems to be shaking and changing.  Terrorism, 
racial conflict, Ebola and family disintegration threaten life as we know it.  Like Christians in the 1st century, we won-
der what we can do.  As the instability of life increases, we may find our faith wavering.  Hebrews inspires us to trust 
the One sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on high as the anchor for our soul. 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The book of Hebrews is a sermon preached to a people who were tempted to back away 
from their faith because of the trials they faced.  Throughout the book, the author intersperses strong exhortations to 
keep their faith in Christ with rich teaching explaining why Jesus is so worthy to be trusted.  They were converts from 
Judaism, so the author compares the Old Testament heroes and systems they respected with the person and work of 
Jesus, and shows them how much greater Jesus is.    
 

In Hebrews 12:18-29 the author essentially concludes the main arguments of the whole book.  Chapter 13 serves as a 
list of practical applications that stem from the theology of chapters 1-12.  So at the end of chapter 12 the author 
drives home the truth that all believers have a great inheritance in Christ and powerfully warns them to never reject 
Him. 

CONNECTING: 
These questions will tell you a lot about the spiritual maturity of your people.  If there are no “mountaintop” experi-
ences of heartfelt joy and worship toward God, this may mean that your group members have not fully embraced the 
Good News of the gospel, or it may mean that they are very distracted by the things of earth and are not in awe of the 
holiness and love of God in Christ.   
 

The second question will evoke some interesting responses.  Some will have a more “charismatic” response believing 
that God speaks to them in many different ways.  Some will feel like God never speaks to them.  We believe the most 
biblical and healthy response is to know that God does speak to us today through His Word which speaks to us of Je-
sus Christ and the gospel.  This precisely defined understanding of how God speaks avoids the extremes of being con-
fused by having too many, hard to discern inputs that claim to be God’s voice (e.g., circumstances, dreams, thoughts, 
perceptions, biblically unsupported comments from others, etc.) or being discouraged because it seems God is not 
speaking to us at all.  God is speaking.  He speaks to us through His Word.  His Word is about Jesus Christ and the sal-
vation and Kingdom He brings to His people.  We can then absolutely know whether we are listening to Him or not by 
asking ourselves if we trust in Him or not, regardless of the circumstances.  To put it plainly: if you have faith in Jesus 
Christ, you are listening to Him.  If you do not, you are not listening.   

UNDERSTANDING: 
Question #1: Read Exodus 19  for the historical description of the events surrounding Mount Sinai.  At the giving 
of the 10 Commandments, there was nothing but fear and terror at the presence of God.  Mount Sinai represents the 
holy fear of God without a perfect Mediator who covers the people from the wrath of God.  Mount Zion - which stands 
for the New Jerusalem, or in other words, the people of God - represents the mercy of God for the people who have a 
perfect Mediator in Jesus Christ.  The contrast could not be more pronounced.   
 
We need to know who God is in all of His attributes.  As A.W. Tozer says, “The most important thing about us is what 
we think about when we think about God.”  If you do not know the hope of the gospel, you may think of God only as a 
wrathful, terrifying presence.  This could lead you to flee from Him or try to appease Him through legalistic ob-
servance of law.  If you only know the love and mercy of God, but do not know that He is a terrifying God who severely 
judges sin with His holy wrath, you will not revere Him but treat Him with contempt.  You will not strive to be holy 
(Heb. 12:14), but will do whatever you want and assume that God will not care.  Believers are most mature and 
healthy when they understand that God is a consuming fire who judges sin without impunity and a God who gracious-
ly welcomes sinners into His presence if they have been cleansed by the blood of His Son.    
 
Question #2:  See the second “Connecting” question (above) for more information about this question.  God speaks to 
us through His Word, through prayer (if guided by and in line with His Word), and through the counsel of others (if 
guided by and in line with His Word).   



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
At this time share with your group that if there is anyone who feels like 
they have never truly listened to Jesus and trusted Him, briefly share with 
them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each 
of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Be-
cause of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation 
and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away 
our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 1:6-11)  1.) All we 
have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in 
Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to 
share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and then 
pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have 
group members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk 
with anyone after group about these things if no one is comfortable to 
open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How 
exciting!! 

LIVING: 
Many of you have taken your LIFE 
Group to the next level of trans-
formative community.  You have 
moved beyond being a discussion 
facilitator and have experienced 
the challenges - but far greater 
joys - of being a shepherd who tru-
ly cares for the souls of your peo-
ple.  Thank you for feeding God’s 
sheep!  

NEXT STEPS: 
Don’t forget these Next Steps to spiritual maturity in obeying God’s commands:  remind your folks to get 
involved in ways to love and serve others (Hebrews 6:10).  They can serve in youth, kids, worship or 
First Impressions ministries, or as an “advocate” who befriends and supports someone who is currently 
struggling in their life, or at Hoover School, or through the many other opportunities to serve others at 
Stonebridge.  Please have your people contact me if they are interested: jasonp@stonebridgesite.com.   

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT: What is the one area in which 
you struggle to stay within God’s will?  What 
measures will you take to step up your resistance to 
compromise in this area? 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY:   Pray with members from your 
group for victory in these areas of temptation. 

 
New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:   Consider one way you will seek to hear God’s voice and live in light of it today.  
 
ACCOUNTABILITY:  Have your people share what this is and commit to hold each other accountable for 
it. 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Have folks share about the 
measures they took to resist in their area of  
compromise. 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY:  Have anyone share about how their  
accountability relationships have helped them this past 
week. 

mailto:jasonp@stonebridgesite.com

